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£ 150,000 
given for 
museum 
schemes 

OFFICIALS at the Black 
Country Living Museum in 
Dudley will take charge of 
more than £150,000 in arts 
funding to head up a new 
programme aimed at boost¬ 
ing Midland museums. 

Twelve museums will ben¬ 
efit from the Arts Council 
cash through support to 
develop new projects and 
improve leadership of the 
attractions. 

It comes as the museum, 
in Tipton Road, Dudley, is 
forced to find savings of 
£250,000 a year as part of 
cost-cutting plans. 

Black Country Living 
Museum boss Andrew 
Lovett said museums are liv¬ 
ing through “turbulent 
times” and need to pull 
together. 

Investment plans will be 
drawn up with the Associa¬ 
tion of Independent Muse¬ 
ums body to find ways of 
becoming more self-suffi¬ 
cient. The £157,000 grant 
has come from the Arts 
Council England’s Renais¬ 
sance strategic support 
fund. 

Mr Lovett said: “We are 
delighted to be stepping up 
to the challenge to lead this 
programme in support of 
large and small museums 
from across the West Mid¬ 
lands. Personally, I am par¬ 
ticularly excited about 
supporting and energising 
the next generation of 
museum leaders.” 

crunch talks 
for Heathens 

OFFICIALS and fans from 
Dudley Heathens Speedway 
Club will hold crunch talks 
with council bosses in a bid 
to find a new home in the 
town. 

A meeting will be held 
with Dudley Council’s 
leader David Sparks to dis¬ 
cuss the possibility of the 
team returning to the bor¬ 
ough. But the councillor has 
warned them that finding a 
suitable venue could be diffi¬ 
cult. It comes as one cham¬ 
pion rider Daniel 
Greenwood says the club is 
desperate to race again in 
Dudley. 


TRUST WANTS TO 
SAFEGUARD SITES 


by Andrew Turton 


CALLS to protect historic landmarks around Halesowen, 
including a 13th century abbey site, have been made by cam¬ 
paigners who want to draw up a fundraising action plan. 

They want to set up a fundraising committee as part of the Halesowen Abbey Trust and 
are keen to bring residents and businesses on board. 

Landmarks like the former Halesowen Council buildings in the town centre, Lutley Mill 
and the home of Somers Sports and Social Club based at The Grange should be safe¬ 
guarded, according to trust members.lt comes after the future of the Halesowen Abbey 


Locals angry 
at miserable 
Dudley slur 

TRADERS, councillors and MPs have leapt 
to the defence of their beloved Dudley after 
it was named the ninth unhappiest place to 
live in the UK. 

Researchers from property website 
Rightmove asked almost 40,000 homeown¬ 
ers how they felt about the safety and neigh¬ 
bourliness of their area and the size and 
condition of their property, among 12 “mea¬ 
surements of happiness”. 

While northerners were generally hap¬ 
pier than southerners, Dudley broke the 
mould by being the only place outside 
Greater London included in the 10 unhap¬ 
piest places to live. 

Alan Caswell, who owns Arcade Toyshop 
in the town, said that in his 40 years of doing 
business in Dudley, he found it to be “very 
happy”. 

He added: “Midlands people are the hap¬ 
piest in the UK. I think Dudley is full of good 
people and, having worked with them, I 
think we’re the top of the happiest places, 
never mind the ninth unhappiest.” 

Dudley MP Ian Austin dismissed the 
survery as “ridiculous”. 

Leaping to the defence of his beloved 
hometown, he said: “I grew up here, have 
lived here most of my life and I love the place 
and the people who live here.” 

Councillor Dave Branwood, who repre¬ 
sents Gornal, said: “No way is Dudley the 
metropolis of misery.” 


ruins, in the grounds of Manor Abbey 
Farm, appeared settled as a deal to sell the 
site was expected to be completed next 
month. 

Halesowen Abbey Trust had harboured 
ambitions to buy the site itself and was 
drawing up a £575,000 Heritage Lottery 
Fund application to create a visitors centre. 

But instead private buyers have come 
forward to buy part the farmhouse and 
barns surrounding the ruins to create an 
events and weddings venue. 

Campaigners hope to work with those 
buying Manor Abbey Farm, which is built 
into the ruins of Halesowen Abbey dating 
back to 1215, to strike a deal to allow them 
to hold visitor days. 

Positive 

However, trust spokesman Mick Freer 
said “positive” talks had been held with the 
new owners. 

“The members are looking forward to 
getting to know the new owners. We are 
confident that we will still be able to host 
public open days,” Mr Freer said. 

He added the trust wanted to cast its net 
wider to ensure that other long-standing 
buildings in the town were protected for 
future generations. 

“We want to be a doing group rather than 
just being seen to object. We want to be able 
to starting raising our own money so that if 
buildings are in danger in the future then 
they are protected and we can look to buy 
them to safeguard their future. 

“It will take time but we have got a good 
group and will be looking to form a com¬ 
mittee. We want to try and get businesses 
involved too.” 

He says the group wants to help print its 
second publication this time detailing 
images by photographer Phil Waldron of 
Halesowen around the 1950s and later pic¬ 
tures of the Abbey in the 1980s. 

Email hales.abbey@btinternet.com for 
further details. 



TV’s Mike opens reptile house 


Peter Suddock and Mike Dilger from BBC1 ’s The One Show opens the reptile house 


DUDLEY Zoo’s new revamped reptile house 
has been unveiled following a £15,000 
improvement project. 

Around 150 visitors turned out to see ecol¬ 
ogist and TV presenter Mike Dilger cut the 
ribbon on the revamped attraction in a cer¬ 
emony at the weekend. 

Mr Dilger, originally from Stafford, said it 
was an honour to follow in the footsteps of 
Sir Peter Scott, who first opened the reptile 
house in 1956. 

As part of the scheme, a new glazed 
entrance has been created with timber floor¬ 
ing and cladding added to walls around the 
public-viewing corridors. 

Individual enclosures have also been re¬ 
modelled. Mr Dilger gave a speech before 
officially opening the new-look enclosure 


and the ceremony was followed by a tour of 
the facility. 

Mr Dilger, who presents pieces for The 
One Show, said: “Being from the region I 
have very clear memories of visiting Dudley 
Zoo as a child. 

“I think the zoo and its staff have done a 
wonderful job with the improvements to the 
reptile house and I think everyone at the 
opening was very impressed by what they 
saw. I am delighted to have been asked to 
perform the opening by the zoo. It is always 
great to be back in the West Midlands.” 

The reptile house includes an African 
spurred tortoise, beaded dragon, boa con¬ 
strictor and Burmese python. Zoo chief 
executive Peter Suddock said the collection 
of reptiles was very popular. 



Pledge to 
minimise 
upset for 
traders 

A LEADING councillor has 
said disruption to Dudley’s 
historic market would be 
kept to a minimum during a 
multi-million transforma¬ 
tion scheme. 

Proposals for a £6 million 
overhaul for the market, 
which has been based in the 
town since the 12th Cen¬ 
tury, are in the pipeline 
alongside a stall rent freeze 
for 12 months in a bid to 
boost traders and bring 
more customers to the high 
street. 

Dudley Council’s deputy 
leader Councillor Shaukat 
Ali said traders would need 
to compromise and occasion¬ 
ally work from other stalls 
for the duration. Details on 
the plans including the start 
date for the revamp have yet 
to be confirmed. 

Council bosses have come 
in for criticism from market 
traders who claim there has 
been a lack of consultation 
over the plans to redevelop 
the market in the heart of 
Dudley’s High Street shop¬ 
ping area. 

But Councillor Ali, said he 
wanted traders to work 
“positively” with the 
authority. 

“We are also developing 
proposals for the multi-mil¬ 
lion pound investment plans 
for the market so we hope 
the market traders will work 
positively with us to secure 
the long-term future of our 
historic market,” he said. 

• Talks - page 14 


Trader faces 
moresurgety 

A 48-YEAR-OLD Dudley 
fruit merchant badly hurt 
after being dragged along 
while trying to stop his car 
being stolen faces further 
surgery. 

Stuart Timmins tem¬ 
porarily left hospital but is 
due back for more surgery. 

He is trying to keep his 
Lower Gornal-based firm 
running as he recovers. He 
was in the warehouse at 
William Timmins’ and Sons 
yard, Bird Street, last Mon¬ 
day as the car was stolen. 

• Ordeal - Page 5 


Whether you or your loved ones need only an hour a week or full time attention, our care packages can be tailored to suit your specific needs. 
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Hall plans to build a gym 


Russells 

DUDLEY’S Russells Hall Hospital is 
planning to build a gym for patients 
and staff. 

Thousands will be spent on 
installing equipment on the site off 
Pensnett Road. 

Patients recovering from illnesses 
or operations will be able to use the 
gym as part of their rehabilitation. 

Staff will be able to demonstrate 
suitable exercises for them to do 
which will benefit their conditions. 


Hospital workers will also be able 
to use the equipment during their 
breaks. Plans for the gym have been 
submitted to Dudley Council and 
will be considered in the coming 
months. 

It would be built on land to the 
left of the accident and emergency 
department and education centre. 

Once permission has been 
granted, hospital bosses will secure 
funding for the development. 


It is not yet known exactly how 
much it will cost but the gym is 
expected to include equipment such 
as a cross-trainer, ski machine, leg 
press and hand bike. 

Paula Clark, chief executive of 
Dudley Group NHS Foundation 
Trust, which runs the site, said: 
“The Dudley Group is committed to 
providing excellent occupational 
health initiatives for staff and 
encourages them to take exercise in 


the workplace. The Trust has 
applied for planning permission 
from Dudley Council to build an out¬ 
door gym at Russells Hall Hospital 
for use by hospital staff and 
patients. 

“It would be accessible at all times 
and allow staff to exercise before 
and after work as well as during 
their lunch time. The gym would 
also provide a ‘step down’ rehabili¬ 
tation facility for patients.” 


Project aims to breathe 
new life into the town 


ARTISTS’ impressions have been 
unveiled showing how a multi-mil- 
lion pound regeneration project 
would breathe new life into the 
heart of Dudley town centre. 

The Porters Field development earmarked 
for the site of an old office block includes a 
supermarket, restaurants, cafes and a gym. It 
would bring 500 jobs to the town. 

The 10 acre area is bordered by the Dudley 
Southern Bypass and Birmingham Street and 
includes the ! L’ shaped Cavendish House and 
several other lower level buildings in Hall 
Street and Trindle Road. 

Under the plan by developer Avenbury, the 
units in Hall Street would be converted into 
shops, offices, restaurants and food takeaways. 

A two-level car park would be built as well 
as a petrol station. 

Ed Grieve, a spokesman for Avenbury, said 
the scheme would boost the town centre econ¬ 
omy, bringing shoppers back and providing 
competition with centres such as Merry Hill. 

Opportunity 

He said: “Porters Field represents an oppor¬ 
tunity to kick start Dudley’s economy and 
reverse its current decline.” 

He added: “Porters Field offers long-term 
benefit, whereas other plans only offer short 
term gain. 

“The application would bring a wider range 
of shopping and leisure facilities, rather than 
just a food store, to the heart of Dudley.” 

The firm’s outline planning application for 
the scheme was due to be approved by Dudley 
councillors on Tuesday following written rec¬ 
ommendations from officers. 

The Porters Field scheme is one of two that 
have been proposed for the Cavendish House 
site. 

Cavendish Quarter Properties Ltd has 
already won approval to demolish the boarded- 
up office block to make way for a new super¬ 
market, creating 300 new jobs and 200 during 
construction work. 

It also aims to create an attractive route for 
people walking to the High Street. 

A total of 402 parking spaces would be cre¬ 
ated partly underneath the store and on two 
decked levels. The two separate developers 
each own pieces of land within the site, as do 
several other landowners including Dudley 
Council. 

Avenbury held a consultation event, which 
attracted more than 700 people, on its plans in 
2011. The developer claims 96 per cent of 
respondents were in support of its plan. 
Cavendish House has stood empty since a 
security firm moved out in 2008. 



A view of the Porters Field development from Dudley bus station. The project would include a 
supermarket, restaurants, cafe and gym 


Supermarket plan for centre 


THESE are the first impressions of the supermar¬ 
ket proposed for Dudley town centre which hopes 
to create up to 500 jobs. 

They offer a glimpse of the huge glass atrium 
entrance to the two-storey store. 

If permission is granted the 27,000 sq ft super¬ 
market will be built in the New Mill Gate area 
between Flood Street and King Street and the Fal- 



The giant glass atrium entrance planned for the 
27,000 sq ft store 


con House office block will be knocked down. 

The planned supermarket complex would 
include a cafe and petrol station. 

A car park below the complex will have 278 
spaces. The scheme could create up to 500 jobs 
and bring much-needed redevelopment to King 
Street. 

Developer Commercial Estate Group submitted 
its final details for the £20million scheme 
to Dudley Council for approval last month. 
It includes some design amendments fol¬ 
lowing a public consultation on the idea last 
year. 

Richard Burke, project manager at Com¬ 
mercial Estates Group, said: “We have had 
very positive discussions with the council 
and the amendments to the plans make for 
a scheme which will bring great benefits to 
the wider comm unity through landscaping, 
improvements to pedestrian access and a 
major investment in the heart of the town. 

“We look forward to bringing the plans 
forward in the near future.” 

Falcon House in The Minories, which 
dates back to the 1960s, will be demolished 
as part of the project. The building is in a 
part of the town which the council is keen 
to see redeveloped. 


Brothel 
is closed 
down by 
the police 

POLICE have shut down a 
brothel in a quiet Coseley 
residential street after 
neighbours regularly spot¬ 
ted scantily-clad men and 
women inside a house. 

Officers raided the end-of- 
terrace property in Flavell 
Street and handed a notice 
to a 20-year-old woman, 
ordering the occupants to 
stop using the house as a sex 
business. 

Neighbours spoke of their 
relief at the police action and 
said they hoped it would 
bring an end to the nuisance 
behaviour which has 
plagued the street for two 
months. 

Linda and Bernard 
Thomas live opposite the 
address and said they saw 
men regularly pull up out¬ 
side the house before being 
invited in by a woman. 

As well as seeing semi- 
naked people inside the 
home, they also faced noise 
disturbances throughout the 
night and problems of cars 
pulling up and blocking the 
road. 

Police handed the notice, 
issued under the Sexual 
Offences Act, on March 26 at 
6.30am. 

Sgt Jim Jones said: “We 
received calls from the local 
residents who had concerns 
about the address.” 

Snowballs 
stop buses 

SNOWBALLS fights have 
been escalating out of control 
in some parts of the region, 
with car windscreens dam¬ 
aged, buses being taken off 
their runs and police investi¬ 
gations launched. 

Two buses have been put 
out of service recently because 
youngsters threw snowballs 
at windscreens. 

Former Gornal councillor 
David Stanley said: “It’s 
intimidating and terrifying 
for the drivers.” 

National Express West 
Midlands spokesman Jack 
Kelly said: “During bad 
weather conditions and school 
closures, we do experience 
problems with objects being 
thrown at our vehicles.” 


Taxi firm is best 

A TAXI firm in Dudley has 
been voted the borough’s 
best. Castle Cars, Wolver¬ 
hampton Street, has won the 
taxi base of the year award 
for 2013 from the council. It 
amassed 66 nominations out 
of 317 votes cast during Jan¬ 
uary and February. 
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270 sign 

takeaway 

petition 

MORE than 270 people have 
signed two petitions against 
plans to open a pizza shop in 
Halesowen. 

Proposals for the business 
have been submitted for an 
empty shop in the Hurst 
Green Shopping Centre. 

But the application lodged 
with Dudley Council has 
divided the community with 
many people voicing their 
support for the takeaway. 

Those who have com¬ 
mented on the scheme 
include local ward council¬ 
lors, adjourning businesses 
and nearby residents. 

The council’s planning 
officers have since recom¬ 
mended councillors give 
approval to the applicant 
after concluding the take¬ 
away was an acceptable use 
of the shop and it would not 
cause disturbance. 

The shop is one of six 
stores along the 1950s 
parade and has been empty 
since closing as a farm shop 
a year ago. 

The proposal states the 
takeaway would be open 
daily from 3pm to 10pm. 

Two petitions containing 
275 signatures objected the 
proposal, raising concerns 
over potential disturbance 
and existing number of food 
outlets in the area. 

A decision was due on 
Tuesday. 

SVR will get 
new depot 

THE building of a £300,000 
diesel depot for the Severn 
Valley Railway is set to begin 
later this year. 

Wyre Forest District 
Council have cleared the 
way for the start of work on 
the depot which will enable 
maintenance work to be 
carried out undercover. 

Foundations for the build¬ 
ing are expected to be put in 
in the autumn and the facil¬ 
ity will be completed in two 
phases at the railway’s yard 
in Kidderminster. 

Since the late 1970s the 
railway’s diesel-owning 
groups have been forced to 
carry out maintenance of 
locomotives in the open. 

The railway’s fleet of pri¬ 
vately-owned diesels has 
expanded over the years. 


4G for borough 

MOBILE phone firm EE has 
launched superfast 4G cov¬ 
erage in Dudley and West 
Bromwich. EE is the new 4G 
brand, and it also runs the 
Orange and T-Mobile brands 
in the UK. It is the only 
provider in the UK to offer 
the service. 


Man let his shed be used to make fake discs 


NEWS 

in brief 


A DUDLEY man allowed a counterfeit 
DVD and CD operation to be run from his 
garden shed, a court heard. 

The highly organised racket had been 
based in Ace Disks in the town centre but 
it was closed down after a raid by police 
and Trading Standards officers 

Stephen Miles, aged 48, had been seen 
in the High Street premises, and it was 
discovered that the disc copying operation 
had been moved to the outbuilding in his 
garden, Wolverhampton Crown Court 
heard. 

Behind a false wall in the shed, investi¬ 
gators found a bank of machines burning 


off 36 pirated copies at a time, and piles of 
counterfeit discs had been stored, 
together with covers for the DVDs and 
CDs. 

Judge Michael Dudley told Miles it was 
“extremely serious commercial counter¬ 
feiting” and normally prison sentences 
were imposed because of the huge losses 
suffered by the copyright owners. He said 
the public also suffered because of the 
quality of the copies, while artists on the 
CDs were also not getting any royalties. 

A large number of jobbing actors, said 
the judge, suffered because they had to 
find other work when money that could 


have been used to fund future productions 
was not available. He said Miles had got 
involved when the counterfeiting opera¬ 
tion in the shop was closed down, adding: 
“I do not accept that you did not make 
very much money from what you did. 

But it is the loss to others that makes 
this grave offending. ” 

Miles, of Rosewood Road, Dudley, 
admitted two charges of aiding and abet¬ 
ting others involved in the operation, and 
he was given an eight-month jail term sus¬ 
pended for two years. 

Mr Christopher O’Gorman, defending, 
said Miles, who was further put on super¬ 


vision for two years, had given his permis¬ 
sion for the copying to take place in his 
shed for only a few weeks. 

There is no evidence of any financial 
gain, he added, although Miles - said to 
have medical problems - accepted that his 
involvement ended with the intervention 
of the investigating agencies. 

Sameer Husseiny, of Woodland Street, 
Smethwick, who ran Ace Disks, was jailed 
at an earlier hearing for three years after 
a court was told he had pirated more than 
40,000 DVDs and CDs from the “sophisti¬ 
cated” scam he ran in the shop. 


£240,000 fuel duty fraud 
man to pay back £42,000 


A DUDLEY businessman who dodged up to 
£242,000 in fuel duty by illegally selling 
kerosene as road fuel has been ordered to 
repay £42,000. 

Gavyn Roger Jewkes, aged 34, had admitted making 20p 
a litre selling the kerosene to cash-strapped Dudley 
motorists between May 2008 and July 2011. About 
400,000 litres of the heating oil kerosene was sold. 


Last week at Wolver¬ 
hampton Crown Court, Mr 
Recorder Richard Bond 
found Jewkes had remain¬ 
ing assets of £42,000 that 
were found to be the benefit 
from his crime. 

He ordered this amount 
be repaid by September 26 
or Jewkes will have to serve 
15 months’ in jail instead. 

Jewkes was sentenced 
earlier this year at Shrews¬ 
bury Crown Court, where it 
was heard the fuel racket 
had been started by 
Jewkes’s late father but 
queues had formed outside 
the “unofficial fuel depot” 
at Dudley’s Central 
Trading Estate in Shaw 
Road as word spread. 

The business had never 
had a licence to sell 
kerosene which, unlike 
diesel, does not have duty 
on it and can damage 
vehicle engines. 

Jewkes was selling the 
fuel at around £1 a litre 
while real diesel was being 
sold at up to £1.37. 

Police had caught up with 


gby Sharon Marris 

Jewkes after vehicles 
coming from the estate 
were stopped and found to 
have fuel in their tanks for 
which duty had not been 
paid, prosecutors said. 

Jewkes, of Claydon Road, 
Dudley, had accepted 
responsibility for some of 
the evasion, arguing he only 
took charge of the firm after 
his father died in 2010. 

He admitted being 
involved in fraudulently 
evading duty and was sen¬ 
tenced to 12 months in 
prison, which was sus¬ 
pended for two years as well 
as 240 hours unpaid work. 

At the time, Judge Robin 
Onions told him: “The busi¬ 
ness was in part illegal. You 
knew what was going on 
and you played your part 
with your father.” 

The judge had directed a 
not guilty verdict on 
Jewkes’ partner Emma 
Jones, 33, also from 
Claydon Road, who had 
denied the charge. 


Watch scheme for pupils 

PRIMARY school children across Dudley are taking part in 
a new junior neighbourhood watch scheme to help them 
stay safe. The scheme will help educate youngsters to keep 
themselves and people around them safe. 

They will be quizzed by Pesos about safety issues and 
encourage their involvement in their own communities. 

Dudley Council’s community safety chief, Councillor 
Judy Foster, said: “Junior neighbourhood watch is a fantas¬ 
tic initiative.” 



Front, parks activity activator Tom Weaver, with middle left to right, group member Lyn 
Turberville, from Wordsley, and Dudley Stroke Association Development Officer Roger 
Edwards preparing for the 5k challenge at The Dell Stadium 


Running 
up funds 
to boost 
charity 

FUNDRAISERS are under 
starter’s orders ready for a 
fun 5k challenge to raise 
cash for those recovering 
from strokes. 

People who attend Dudley 
Stroke Association’s weekly 
fitness classes at the Dell 
Stadium, Pensnett, Brierley 
Hill, have helped organise 
the challenge. 

Money raised from the 
free event on April 10 will go 
to charity. 

The event will be started 
by the Mayor of Dudley, 
Councillor Melvyn Mottram. 

The mayor has nominated 
Dudley Stroke Association 
as one of his charitable 
causes during his time in 
office. Anyone can take part 
and complete any distance 
they feel able to do during 
the day, which starts from 
10am. 

Charity trustee Anne 
Adams said it was the first 
time the association had 
organised such an event and 
paid tribute to fitness class 
members who came up with 
the idea. 

She added: “People can do 
as much or as little of the 
walk as they like. The 
message is life goes on after a 
stroke and its something we 
believe in. ” For entry details, 
call 01384 271982 or visit 
www. dudley strokeassocia- 
tion.org.uk 


Volunteers call 
to help festival 

DEDICATED volunteers 
responsible for organising 
one of the region’s biggest 
arts festivals is looking for 
more people to help out 
behind the scenes. 

Bewdley Festival has 
been running for nearly 26 
years and was originally 
launched with the objective 
of showcasing everything 
the town had to offer and 
bringing in big names. 

Spokesman David Collins 
said: “We are always search¬ 
ing for new people.” To get 
involved call 01299 404808 
or email admin@bewd- 
leyfestival, org.uk. 

Profits are hit at 
B&Q parent firm 

B&Q owner Kingfisher saw 
record wet weather punch a 
£25 million hole in its 
profits for 2012, with sales 
continuing to slide. 

The weak pound also 
cost the group £39m as it 
lost money converting 
from euros and zlotys 
from overseas stores. 

As a result, pre-tax 
profits were down 11.4 per 
cent to £715m as sales, not 
including stores open less 
than a year, fell 2.4 per 
cent to £10.6 billion. 

The B&Q chain saw 
sales in the UK and 
Ireland fall two per cent. 

Former students 
wanted for film 

FORMER students at City 
of Wolverhampton 

College’s Paget Road 
campus are wanted to share 
their memories in a docu¬ 
mentary celebrating the 
50th birthday of the site. 

The college wants anyone 
who has studied at the 
campus since 1962 particu¬ 
larly former students who 
went on to work in their 
studied subject. To take 
part in the film call 01902 
317646 or email media- 
cove@wolvcoll.ac.uk. 

Talks on saving 
modern buildings 

TALKS will be held in 
Dudley on preserving 20th 
century architecture in the 
West Midlands. 

They will be held at 
Dudley Zoo on April 18. 

The event runs from 
9.30am to 3.45pm, and 
places cost £25 each and 
include refreshments, 
lunch and entry to Dudley 
Zoo. Call 07771 458119. 

Music and poetry 

AN evening of music and 
poetry will be held at a Kid¬ 
derminster pub on April 9. 
The Mouth and Music 
event will see poet Ddotti 
Bluebell perform at the 
Boar’s Head, Worcester 
Street from 8pm. 



DAVID WITHERS BUTCHERS 


Established 1990 

From field to plate with complete integrity in the supply chain 

♦ Pork and Flavoured Sausages 

♦ Award Winning Pork Pies 

♦ Hot Eating Pies and Pasties 

♦ Homemade Burgers 

♦ Home Reared Beef 

♦ Home Reared Lamb 

♦ Locally Sourced Pork 

♦ Range of Cold Cooked Meats 

ASK ABOUT OUR SAVERS CLUB - SPREAD THE COSTS 






Meet Adrian, the manager of Professional 
Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning 
He has over 20 years experience of 
cleaning, repairs and fitting carpets 
He also cleans upholstery as well as 
leather, home and office. 

No job too big or small 
Technician Woolsafe Accredited 


Telephone anytime for a 
free quotation 

Covering all 
Stourbridge, Dudley & 
Halesowen areas 





X 


OPEN 5 DAYS. CLOSED WEDNESDAY & SDNDAY 


Visit our showroom at: 

Forge Lane, Cradley Heath, Halesowen, B64 5AL 

(Opposite Cradley Bus and Train Station) 

Telephone: 01384 343400 




1 St Kenelms Road, Romsley B62 0NU ® 01562 710422 
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THE BEST 

OF PETER 
RHODES 


DAVID Miliband is quitting British politics to 
become president and chief executive of the Inter¬ 
national Rescue Committee which is apparently in 
New York. Own up. How many of us thought it was 
based on Tracy Island? 


□□□□□□□□ 


ED MILIBAND says the political scene will be “a 
poorer place” without his brother David. This is the 
same Ed Miliband who stabbed David in the back to 
get the Labour leadership. “Breathtaking gall” 
doesn’t even begin to describe it. 

□□□□□□□□ 


TALKING of warring families with a tendency to 
impale each other on sharp objects, I was at Strat¬ 
ford this week for a memorable Hamlet starring 
Jonathan Slinger as the Dane. There aren’t many 
laughs in it but the one about the Brits never fails. 
Hamlet appears to be going mad and his stepfa¬ 
ther packs him off to England. Why England? The 
gravedigger explains: “He shall recover his wits 
there; or, if he do not, it’s no great matter (because) 
there the men are as mad as he.” 


□□□□□□□□ 


NURSES are to be taught how to nurse. A nation 
rejoices. But while it may seem commonsense to put 
trainee nurses on wards and teach them the basics of 
feeding, washing and toilet care, there is one 
problem. It is the worrying fact that a certain percent¬ 
age of the population are not caring people. And as 
anyone in the NHS will tell you, a number of these 
people, who should never be allowed within a mile of 
sick and vulnerable people, somehow gravitate into 
the medical profession, both on the wards and in 
management. They are brusque and unkind. But 
above all they are bullies and they can quickly brow¬ 
beat and corrupt younger, better health workers. 
While the latest back-to-basics scheme is to be com¬ 
mended, it will not produce kinder wards until NHS 
bosses deal with the bullies. 


Don't miss Peter Rhodes 
every Monday to Friday in 
your Express & Star 


Mike makes sure there 
are no costume dramas 



WHILE most boys want to be profes¬ 
sional footballers when they grow up, 
like film character Billy Elliot, Mike 
Capri knew his future lay in dancing. 

After years on the stage, the 59-year-old from 
Kinver now has a costume business in Dudley 
which is in demand across the country. His busi¬ 
ness in Lye is packed with thousands of costumes. 

“Being surrounded by costumes every day is 
great and my favourite items are the showgirl 
outfits,” he says. “We are one of the biggest com¬ 
panies in the country for showgirl costumes and 
dancewear and we send out hundreds of outfits 
across the country every week. 

“The fact that I used to be a dancer helps as I 
make sure the costumes allow the wearer to move 
easily, rather than them just being skimpy.” 

Mike, who grew up in Wombourne, says he 
started having ballroom lessons when he was 
seven at the Lytton School of Dance in Penn. 

Lucky 

“I was a bit of a Billy Elliot because my father 
didn’t agree with it,” says Mike, who was a pupil 
at Blakeley Heath Primary and Ounsdale 
Schools. I did ballet and tap as well, and carried 
on with the school until I was 21 when I was lucky 
enough to get a place with Dougie Squires’ 
Second Generation dance group.” 

However, at just 5ft 6in Mike knew he would 
have to work harder with the professional 
company than anyone else just to get noticed. 

“In those days the limit for a dancer was 5ft 9in 
and so I had to prove I was better than their best,” 
says Mike. I had been doing choreography with 
West Bromwich Operatic Society since I was 18 
and that started to snowball. 

“Working with Dougie Squires was fantastic 
and among the highlights was being in Worzel 
Gummidge at Wembley and doing the Danny Le 
Rue panto. 

“It was hard work and long hours, but we had 
some great times and I got to work with lots of 
stars on the Jimmy Tarbuck Show, The Krankies 


Show and the Les Dawson show where I was head 
boy.” Over the years Mike has worked with other 
famous names including Christopher Biggins, 
Roy Hudd and Bill Pertwee. 

He was with Second Generation for almost 10 
years and then went to work at Butlins in 
Clacton-on-Sea, Essex. 

“I used to do choreography for the summer 
shows with people like Don Maclean, The Bache¬ 
lors, Rod Hull & Emu as well as Keith Harris & 
Orville. However, I still used to come back to the 
West Midlands at the weekends to work with the 
amateur companies. I did my last dancing show 
when I was 40 and I said ‘never again’ due to hip 
problems.” Twenty years ago Mike had a dance 


group at The Kingfisher in Kingswinford, called 
Kingfisher Dancers, where he used to do show¬ 
girl-style performances. 

Then Mike and two of the other dancers 
decided to set up a costume company and Triple 
C’s Costumes has been based in Lye for 20 years. 

“We started out with 100 costumes that were 
used in the show Anything Goes and now we have 
thousands of them,” he says. 

Mike says for every show the costumes have to 
be altered and when they come back to his store 
on Dudley Road repairs usually need to be made. 

“I’m one of the lucky ones - I’ve been in show- 
business for 35 years and have never been out of 
work, not many people can say that.” 


Motorists 
now face 
weeks of 
road jams 

MOTORISTS have been 
warned of up to 18 weeks of 
traffic jams as a £250,000 
roadworks scheme got 
under way near the Merry 
Hill Shopping Centre. 

Temporary traffic lights 
will be in operation while 
South Staffordshire Water 
replaces underground pipes. 

The work in Brierley Hill 
will result in the five-week 
closure of part of Deeley 
Street and a lane closure on 
Thorns Road for two weeks. 

South Staffordshire 
Water said the works were 
crucial. 

One lane will be closed in 
Thorns Road between Acres 
Road and Mount Pleasant. 
There will be no entry into 
Acres Road and Thornhill 
Road from Thorns Road for 
around the next fortnight. 

Deeley Street, near the 
Corn Exchange pub, will be 
partially closed for about 
five weeks from May 13 from 
the junction with Amblecote 
Road. Temporary traffic 
lights will be in use in 
Amblecote Road from May 
13 until August. 


Club relaunched 

AROUND 40 businesses 
attended the breakfast club 
relaunched by Halesowen 
College. Rob Muir, from The 
Bottom Line Marketing 
Company, did a presentation 
on growing your business 
online at the Lyttleton Arms 
in Hagley. The next event is 
on April 17 at £15 per head. 
Call 0121 602 7862. 
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FITTED 

BEDROOMS 


• Family run business 

• Made to measure furniture 

• Large choice of designs 

• Over 30 year's experience 

• Free design service 

• Personal commitment 


We are a family run business with over 
30 year's experience in fitted bedrooms 
We pride ourselves on quality and 
providing excellent customer service 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

Monday-Saturday 8 am-5 pm 
Sunday 10 am-2 pm 


r ^ ^ 

MasterCard. 




Unit 6, Two Woods Trading Estate,Talbots Lane 

Brierlev Hill, DY5 2YX 

Formerly of Level Street, Brierley Hill 


01384 482662 



FREE 

ELOWERY 


ERECTION 




Call us For a 
FREE Quotation 


HEAVY DUTY LOO-LAP 811 EPS 


Himley Garden Buildings is a company — 
built on tradition, established over 15 years, employing 
a workforce of dedicated craftsmen, producing the highest quality sectional timber buildings. ~ 

Since its inception, Himley Garden Buildings has become synonymous with the words Quality, Service and Reliability. 

This is further backed by our comprehensive 5 or 15 year guarantee dependent upon cladding choice. j 

Each building manufactured goes through a rigorous selection process. 1 

This includes the hand-selection of raw materials, through to final delivery and erection inspection. Having craftsmen _. 


F r e e p h o n eiu».u.0I9S6j1 1888* 
I or phone 01384 634005 I 


• Sheds • Summer houses • Playhouses • Potting Sheds • Workshops • Home Offices 


“If you can draw it, we can build it!” 
HGB House, Maypole Hill, Halesowen, B63 2NZ 


OPEN 

Mon-Fri 8am - 4pm 

satsam -3pm lnfo@himleygardenbuildings.co.uk 


CjiA 


Worcester JfValliejft^ Ve rolli • Glow Worm • Baxi Main • Ideal 


w.plumbingpoint.co.uk 


plumbingpoint 

OARLASTON 


Unit E, Alma Estate, Stafford Road, 
Darlaston, WS10 8SX t: 0121568 8268 


Compare our Prices with your local stores 

We will not be beaten!! 



1200 slider 
8 m Glassl 
1200x800 Tray | 

£300 

Complete 


I Lifetime guarantee 

§£240 

All come with a polished chrome finish 
6mm safety glass, chrome capped 
double runner wheels top and bottom, 
quick release doors, magnetic door 
seals and fixing are conceded 


Bathroom Fitting 
Service NOW AVAILABLE 


Including: 
Cosmopolitan 
4 Piece 1 Tap 
Hole Set with 
Soft Close 

Seat, Cosmos 1700x700mm Heavy 
Duty Bath, Cosmos Luxury Front 
Bath Panel, Regal Monobloc with 
Pop Up Waste, Regal Bath/Shower 
Mixer, Bath Combination Waste & 
Chrome Plated Plug £24Q 

L Shaped Bath 

with Panel inc. wooden panel, 
screen and bath 

PRICE CAN’T 
BE BEATEN 
£385 


Bathroom Suites 
from £170 


Amazing Offer 

Yubo 1000 
Vanity Unit inc 
BTW Unit & 
Basin, Tap, 
Cistern and Pan 
£200 


4 mtr Gutter .£6.50 

Gutter Bracket .£0.50 

Soffit .£5.50 

5.5 Downpipe .£8.00 

Sq or round, black, white or brown 

SHOWROOM NOW OPEN • MOST ITEMS IN STOCK 


BOILERS 

Complete central heating system 
supplied and fitted from £1900 
Worcester 28 Junior I including 

flue and clock . £920 

Ferroli 31 HE Plus Optimax, 

5 years parts and labour..£620 
Sime 25 HE Grade A Boiler, 

. Econ Port Plus. £499 


DAinnuum 

vLMUL/lhV [ 

Choice of Colours 
£8 per length 

DAin 

From £65 

Lifetime Guarantee 

P 

Wide Choice available, 
start from £65 
up to £180 

T^IEL i^BLSl 

Good selection on show, | 
comprehensive prices startA 
from £65 


Worcester • Vallient • Verolli • Glow Worm • Baxi Main • Ideal 
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Widow in 
fire tragedy 
is named 

A WIDOW who died in a flat 
fire has been named as 
Maureen Shepherd. 

The 64-year-old was found 
dead in her bed after a fire 
broke out at the block of flats 
at Baylie Court, Green Street, 
Stourbridge, last Friday. 

An inquest held in Smeth¬ 
wick last week heard Mrs 
Shepherd, a widow, had 
worked as a jewellery polisher 
before her retirement and it 
was the jewellery she wore 
which family identified her by. 

Black Country coroner 
Robin Balmain told the 
hearing her family had not 
been able to view the body as 
a result of the effects of the 
fire. 

The three chains, two pen¬ 
dants and three rings she 
wore, however, were recog¬ 
nised by her family members, 
as well as a recent hip replace¬ 
ment being matched between 
medical records and the 
pathologist’s exam. 

Mr Balmain said Mrs Shep¬ 
herd lived alone but was 
visited by carers, one of whom 
had visited her only three 
hours before the blaze. 

Mrs Shepherd was known 
to smoke about 100 cigarettes 
a week, Mr Balmain said. Mr 
Balmain adjourned the 
inquest to a date to be fixed 
for tests and further investi¬ 
gations. 


Woman sheriff 

A COLLEGE principal has 
become only the third 
woman to be installed as 
Sheriff of the West Mid¬ 
lands. Dame Christine Brad- 
dock from Kidderminster 
took on the mantle in a tra¬ 
ditional ceremony in Birm¬ 
ingham. 


Health bosses work to cut 
high hospital death rates 


HEALTH bosses running Dudley’s main hospital say they are taking 
action to reduce high death rates that prompted an investigation in 
the wake of the Stafford Hospital scandal. 

The Dudley Group NHS Foundation Trust, which runs Russells Hall Hospital, is one of 
14 trusts across the country being investigated by NHS medical director, Professor Sir 
Bruce Keogh. Sir Bruce said the trusts face examination following the Francis Inquiry 
which highlighted failings in Mid-Staffordshire. Dudley Group medical director Dr Paul 


Harrison was quizzed by councillors in the 

Honour waits 
as Lenny busy 

COMEDIAN Lenny Henry is to be formally 
presented with the Freedom of Dudley 
“within a couple of months” if plans go 
ahead, the borough’s leader has said. 

The star, born near Buffery Park in the 
town welcomed the honour saying it was 
“hostin’ news”. 

Dudley Council leader Councillor David 
Sparks said while final arrangements were 
still being made the presentation was 
expected within two months. 

“At the moment it is with Lenny’s people. 
He not only has national but international 
commitments so it can take a while to get a 
date confirmed,” he said. 

“Everything is ready from the council’s 
side of things and as soon as we get a date 
available to him we can make the final 
preparations. 

“We are working on the assumption the 
formal presentation will be taking place 
within the next couple of months.” 

Lenny, who attended Blue Coat School 
and often tells stories of his childhood in 
the town during his routines, was first put 
forward for the honour last year. 


borough at a meeting recently after they 
demanded an update and a swift response to 
tackle the issue. 

Dr Harrison revealed staff had been 
“demoralised” when death rates were 
revealed but the trust was showing signifi¬ 
cant improvements in latest figures. 

He said trust officials had been on a fact¬ 
finding mission to the North West to talk to 
health bosses in the area about how they 
improved death rates during his report to 
Dudley Council’s health and adult social 
care scrutiny committee. Officials visited a 
health care quality improvement body 
called the Advancing Quality Alliance 
which includes members of the North West 
Strategic Health Authority. Dr Harrison 
said an action plan had been drawn up. 

Presentations 

Monthly presentations are now made by 
clinical departments to the trust chairman, 
chief executive, medical director and the new 
Clinical Commissioning Group to track any 
issues. 

“We have made a significant effort. Sub¬ 
stantial effects are now being seen - all our 
current indicators are within expected 
ranges,” said Dr Harrison. 

The number of patient deaths at the hos¬ 
pital was above expected levels in 2011/12, 
the Doctor Foster Hospital Guide found. At 
Dudley Group the hospital standardised 
mortality rating, which measures deaths 
while in hospital care, was 111.1 between 
April 2011 and March 2012. The expected 
level is 100. But Dr Harrison said latest avail¬ 
able results from April to August 2012 show 
the trust is now meeting the 100 target. 


Trader recovering after ordeal 



Fruit merchant Stuart Timmins recovering in 
hospital after undergoing surgery 


A FRUIT merchant has told of his ter¬ 
rifying ordeal after he was dragged 
along a road while trying to stop a man 
stealing his pick-up car and trailer. 

Stuart Timmins has undergone an 
operation to his leg after it shattered 
as he fell during the dramatic theft 
from his business in Bird Street, 
Lower Gornal. 

The 48-year-old father was left 
clinging to the driver’s door of his Mit¬ 
subishi car as the thief sped away - 
driving around 1,000ft before Mr 
Timmins was forced to let go. 

Mr Timmins had been in a ware¬ 
house at the William Timmins and 
Sons’ yard when the thief picked up 
the car keys in an office and got in the 
vehicle, which had a trailer full of 
apples attached to it. 

Mr Timmins underwent the opera¬ 
tion at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital 
in Birmingham and expects to be off 
work for weeks having had pins 
inserted into his leg and a metal frame 
put around it. 

He said: “It all happened so quick. I 
was in the warehouse and heard the 
car door shut, I rushed out and 
jumped on the side step to the driver’s 
door. 

“I saw him and he saw me - he 
started driving, speeding up to try and 
shrug me off and kept glancing round 
at me - he showed no expression and 
said nothing. 

“I kept trying to smash the window 
to get to the ignition and made as 
much noise as possible. It was surreal. 
After I fell a lot of kind people came 
out and helped me.” 


NEWS 

in brief 


Great expectations 
for Dickens show 

THE Charles Dickens’ 
classic Great Expectations 
will be retold later this 
month in a one man show 
played by his great great 
grandson. 

Gerald Dickens will stage 
his performance at Nether- 
ton Arts Centre, Northfield 
Road, Netherton, on April 
26. 

The first show is 1.30pm 
and is for schools. 

A performance at 7.30pm 
will be open to the public 
and tickets are on sale from 
Dudley Box Office on 01384 
812812. 

Tickets cost £11 for 
adults and £7 for children. 

Towers group hits 
£1bn sales mark 

THE theme park group 
that owns Alton Towers 
unveiled record profits and 
visitor numbers. 

Despite the tough eco¬ 
nomic backdrop and the 
wettest UK summer on 
record Merlin Entertain¬ 
ments, which also owns 
Madame Tussauds, Sea 
Life Centres and a string of 
Legoland resorts, broke the 
£lbn sales mark for the 
first time. 

Operating profit rose by 
16.5 per cent to £258m 
from £222m in 2011. 

Sacking tribunal 

THE cases of four teachers 
sacked from Halesowen 
College have gone to tribu¬ 
nal. The four teachers, 
including college union 
man Dave Muritu, were 
sacked before Christmas 
and supporters went on 
strike. The hearings will be 
in Birmingham. 



It’s simple, customers’ satisfaction and quality. The quality of Rydale’s product, the quality of all Rydale personnel and the unbeatable 
service given to the public is second to none. No wonder Rydale has so many satisfied customers, just look at the facts. Every window 
and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the industry. 

No other company in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, that’s why we have been in business for more than 
28 years. Rydale Windows security features make our windows super safe. We have a wide range of products on display at our 
purpose built 40,000 sq. ft showrooms and factories situated in Long Lane, Halesowen. 

Our window and conservatory advisors are available in our showrooms weekdays from 9.00 am to 5.30 pm and Saturday 9.00 am 
to 4.00 pm. At Rydale we feel that is very important to see products on display before you make your final decision to purchase. 
We invite you to come into our showrooms to view all our products available, the showrooms are here for you the customer. 

At Rydale we do not take any deposits or stage payments, You only pay when the installation has been completed. Rydale 
has been a trusted brand in our area for over 28 years. If we give you a guarantee we will always be here to honour it. Can 
that be said of any other company in the area? Rydale also offer a Supply Only service on all products including free delivery. 

AT RYDALE WE CARE ABOUT THE CUSTOMER, SPEND YOUR MONEY WISELY. 


YEAR 




Window, Conservatory, Porch, Fascia & Soffit News 
How has Rydale built up an excellent reputation? 


VISIT OUR SHOWROOMS, WE ARE HERE FOR YOU THE CUSTOMER 


UNITS .FASCIA & 

• GASKETS GUTTERING 




You are invited to visit one of 
the largest Conservatory and 
Window Showrooms in the UK 


ohv» I i 
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COMMENTING on her latest 
wedding nuptials - the second in 
a month - glamour model- 
turned-“businesswoman” Katie 
Price was quoted as saying: “This 
will be my last.” For those of us 
who intently hang on to every one 
of her pearls of wisdom, these 
words are significant indeed. 

At the same time, given that 
watershed announcement came 
at the end of a newspaper report, 
it begs the question of whether 
her sentence had been cut short. 

And what she really said was: 
“This will be my last for this 
month.” 

nnnnnn 

THE story about the 17-year- 
old who devised a smartphone 
app while revising for his exams, 
and then sold it to internet giant 
Yahoo for £20m, is fascinating 
and disturbing in equal measure. 

Admittedly, part of my discom¬ 
fort comes from the fact that I 
don't even know what a smart¬ 
phone app is, let alone how to 
make £20m from one. 

But if Nick D'Aloisio-Montilla is 
clever enough to persuade the 
great minds of Yahoo to part with 
such a sum of money, good luck 
to him. No doubt young Nick cel¬ 
ebrated his good fortune with 
scones all round and lashings of 
ginger beer, but will the money 
really bring him happiness? 

For most youngsters on the 
brink of adulthood, life is a 
journey of discovery, an exciting 
time of new experiences, tri¬ 
umphs and failures. But having 
made so much money so young, 
it is hard to see how anything he 
achieves from now will seem like 
anything other than a disappoint¬ 
ment. 

And there is something not 
quite right about a 17-year-old 
who talks in terms of “3D render¬ 
ing” and “product road maps”. 

It is a bit like the arguments 
about whether 16 and 17-year- 
olds should be given the right to 
vote. When I was 17, there were 
lots of things I was desperate to 
do, mostly involving cars and 
alcohol, although never together 
you understand, but I can't hon¬ 
estly say voting figured highly. 

Any adolescent whose burning 
desire is to turn up at their local 
school and put a cross next to the 
name of their local councillor is 
surely reason enough to keep the 
voting age at 18. 

nnnnnn 

AND if further proof was 
needed that we are turning into a 
nation of geeks, I could not 
believe my eyes by what I saw 
during a football match at the 
weekend. 

No, not Aston Villa throwing 
away a promising lead with 
sloppy defending. It was the 
reaction of one home supporter 
when his side to took the lead on 
31 minutes. While most of the 
Villa fans were jumping around 
cheering, the chap sitting next to 
us barely seemed to notice. 

He sat resolutely in his seat 
tapping frantically away at his 
mobile phone. It just shows how 
becoming a slave to technology 
can sap out even the most basic 
of joys. 



Changing image of 
women in the police 



From capes in the 1960 and culottes in the 1990s to the cycle cops of today 


Things have changed since 
woman were first allowed to 
join the police force as 

CHARLOTTE LILLEY finds out 


WHEN she joined West Midlands 
Police force 20 years ago, 
Vanessa Eyles was issued with a 
handbag and stocking allowance. 

Her uniform consisted skirts and 
culottes and the force was predomi¬ 
nantly dominated by men. 

But today things are different and 
almost 60 per cent of police staff in the 
region are women and there are 138 
female Special Constables. 

To reflect their changing role, the 
force has released a collection of photo¬ 
graphs from the past eight decades 
which show just how far women have 
come. 

But as Inspector Eyles, chair of West 
Midlands Police Association of Female 
Officers says, it’s been a bumpy ride on 
the road to equality. 

“Women have made such an advance¬ 
ment in the force and now have roles and 
ranks in all areas which is completely dif¬ 
ferent to when I joined the force,” she 
says. 

Equal 

“I was issued with a police handbag 
and a stocking allowance as well as skirts 
and culottes, as one photograph shows. 

“Thankfully, women are now classed 
as equal and the force no longer issues 
bags. The uniform is much better as men 
and women can now both wear trousers 
which is a lot more suitable.” 

When they started out as officers in 
1918, women had no powers of arrest 
and were not deemed worthy of being 
issued personal protective equipment. 

Before they could join the force, they 
had to be 45 years old, as one photo taken 
around 1918 shows. 

The image is of a group of mainly 
women officers believed to be among the 
first to have worn the uniform in the 


region. Another taken between 1918 and 
1920, shows a matron at the central lock¬ 
up in Birmingham. 

From 1850 onwards, policemen’s 
wives worked voluntarily for the force, 
searching female prisoners and drunk 
women in custody. 

“As they were not allowed to work, 
they often volunteered in stations, 
cooking for single policemen. 

But in 1914, the force paid its first 
woman, Evelyn Miles, to act as matron at 
the central lock-up to supervise female 
prisoners. 

She later went on to join the force as 
the first female police officer and rose to 
the rank of sergeant. 

Insp Eyles says: “Things weren’t 
much different when I was in the force. 


There was still the mentality that 
women had their own role in the team 
and they had to deal with cases involving 
women and children. 

“Similarly, if a man and a women 
married within the force and had chil¬ 
dren, it was the wives who had to be the 
primary carer. 

“Nowadays women can have children 
and still progress in their career within 
the force.” 

Female officers eventually gained the 
powers of arrest in 1933 and 80 years 
later, they now account for more than 30 
per cent of all officers, working in key 
roles across the force including firearms, 
response and command teams and in the 
dogs unit. Assistant Chief Constable 
Sharon Rowe is the highest ranking 


female officer in the force. She has 
responsibility for local policing and goes 
above and beyond her role alongside her 
male colleagues. 

She replaced Suzette Davenport who 
was recently appointed as Chief Consta¬ 
ble of Gloucestershire Police. 

“Sharon is a great officer and I have 
very high hopes for her, she will go far. 
Suzette is also really good which goes to 
show women can be just as good as 
men,” says Inspector Eyles. 

But women still have a long way to go 
before they achieve complete equality as 
the number of female officers in the 
force is still not equal to the number of 
men, Inspector Eyles explains. 

“To say there is absolute equality in 
the force in terms of the number of 
female officers wouldn’t be true. 

“The amount of women does not yet 
reflect the number of women in society, 
but that is our aim for the future. 

Engage 

“We want to be able to reflect the 
society we serve to the best of our ability. 

“However, I do have to say that I think 
we are getting there. 

“I can’t imagine any organisation or 
public service not having any females in 
its team. 

“Women have a different outlook to 
that of men and can really enrich a 
service’s delivery. We are an integral 
part of the force. 

“While on the beat, I believe that 
people may see women as much more 
approachable than male officers, 
enabling us to engage with the public 
better. 

“I also think It is important to remem¬ 
ber that we have a female Home Secre¬ 
tary, Theresa May, which just goes to 
show women really are making advances 
in the workplace and in particular, the 
police force.” 

To view the full collection of photo¬ 
graphs about female advancement 
within West Midlands Police, visit 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/westrnid- 
landspolice 



1983... 

A YOUNG policeman on the 
beat got more than he bargained 
for after turning midwife when a 
mum-to-be went in to labour. 

Elizabeth Fraser was expect¬ 
ing only one baby, but PC William 
Earle found himself delivering 
twins. 


TALKS to end a strike at the 
Lucas Aerospace factory in 
Wolverhampton ground to a halt 
after workers rejected the terms 
offered by the company. The 
strike began on April 5 after 900 
manual workers downed tools 
after a row over new technology. 


POLICE officers smashed 
down a front door to rescue one 
man and his dog from a fire at 
Rubery, near Birmingham. 

Sgt Peter Blake and Pc Paul 
Bott lead Keith Smith and his 
Labrador to safety after drying 
clothes fell on to a gas fire. 

1993... 

A£1.5 MILLION housing devel¬ 
opment for the elderly was 
opened in the site of Wolver¬ 
hampton’s wartime airport. 

Cresswell Court offered 40 
one-bedroom apartments with 
door entry security and guest 
accommodation. 


EASTER came early for young¬ 
sters at a Wolverhampton hospi¬ 
tal who received a 3ft egg from 
the Easter Bunny. Children at 
New Cross Hospital were given 
the 281b egg by advertising 
agency Golley Slater Brooker. 


A WOLVERHAMPTON mother 
snatched her sleeping son from 
his bed as hot water rained down 
on him from a flat above his 
bedroom. Mandy Robinson 
fought her way through the steam 
engulfing eight-year-old Daniel’s 
room to grab him from his hot 
soaking bed. 

2003... 

WOLVERHAMPTON’S famous 
tramp Josef Stawinoga had his 
tent replaced by the council, but 
he was not happy. The Polish war 
veteran, known as ‘Fred’, had 
lived on the central reservation on 
St John’s ring road for more than 
35 years.When asked about his 
new abode, Fred said in Polish: “I 
am not interested in anothertent.” 


SCORES of youngsters aban¬ 
doned their street hang outs in 
favour of a newly-opened ball 
court in Low Hill, Wolverhampton. 

The multi-ball court featured 
football, basketball and netball 
provision and was being used by 
up to 40 children every night. 


WOLVERHAMPTON’S oldest 
women celebrated her 108th 
birthday - and she put it all down 
to getting plenty of rest. 

Hilda Tudor enjoyed a celebra¬ 
tion at Springfield Residential 
Home in Oaken Drive, Codsall 
and received a greeting from the 
Queen. 



SPRING SALE 


Wooden Sheds 


on selected products 


Huge Range of Quality 
>ncrete / Metal / Wooden 


Storage Sheds - Workshops 
Single & Double Garages 
Log Cabins - Garden Rooms 


6ft x4ft 8ft x6ft 10ftx8ft 

el 95 e270 £430 


' Free Quotations O Old Buildings Removed inc Asbestos O Base Laying Service O Free Delivery & Fitting 


Show Site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, 
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 


Visit our website: Call us now: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 0121 553 4682 


We make it BETH, 

































































www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 


HALESOWEN CHRONICLE 


, THURSDAY, APRIL 04 2013 Page 7 


LETTERS 


Government has no compassion 

WHERE are justice, compassion and don’t care. One thing for sure, is that Lord has given to them. What would 
fairness? whilst protecting their wealthy friends, Jesus Christ have said to these million- 

When it comes to “the bedroom tax” such as bankers, they seem intent on aire politicians about attacking the 
my view is the Tories and their follow- making life worse for the elderly, the more vulnerable members of our 
ers, the Liberals, are quite simply sick, the disabled and anyone else who society? 

devoid of compassion. does not possess great wealth. The “bedroom tax” is indeed a politi- 

I was though, gladdened that the I find it hard to imagine the dark, cal act. However, it really is not a ques- 
Bishop of Dudley and 42 other bishops cruel minds that conjure up a scheme tion of what is right or left, but more 
expressed deep concern about the which takes even more money from about what is right and wrong. 

Welfare Benefits Up-Rating Bill. lower income families such as those Justice, compassion and fairness are 

In the coalition cabinet, 23 out of 29 who need housing benefit. words I wish I could associate with the 

members are millionaires. One can't It really is a policy which makes the present government, but sadly I 
help but wonder if any of these senior rich richer and the poor poorer. Yet at cannot. I would ask everyone to oppose 
politicians actually understand what Easter, the same politicians will walk the “bedroom tax”, 
misery their decisions bring to people, into churches and proclaim themselves C STOLL 

Maybe they do realise, and they just Christians and give thanks for all the Brier Mill Road, Halesowen 


Looking for 
those who 
served on 
the carriers 

DID you ever serve on any of 
the light fleet carriers, HMS 
Bulwark, HMS Albion or 
HMS Centaur? 

Our association - the HMS 
Bulwark Albion Centaur 
Association - is open to 
anyone who served on these 
ships. We send a magazine 
three times per year and run 
events including AGM/socials, 
sea trips with HMS Bulwark 
and anniversary commemora¬ 
tions. 

While based in Portsmouth, 
last year we were at the Hilton 
Hotel, Blackpool for the 
AGM/social. 

This year we will be at the 
Royal Beach, Southsea, on 
Saturday, May 11. Member¬ 
ship is £8 per annum. 
Enquiries to Leigh Easton, 
Glenmoray, Hayford, PI, 
Cambusbarron, Stirling, FK7 
9JX, or email at 
ngsfo@tiscali.co.uk or visit 
our website at www.bul- 
warkassoc.co.uk 
LEIGH EASTON 
HMS Bulwark, 

Albion &Centaur Assoc 


LETTERS 

to the Editor 

POST 

Halesowen Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 51-53 
Queen Street, Wolverhampton 
WV11ES 

Letters should be brief and MUST in 
number of the writer. The Editor res 

E-MAIL 

Dudley.chrons@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 

elude name, address and telephone 
;ervesthe right to condense letters. 


Politicians thinking 
it's good to destroy 


THIS morning I watched the MP for Halesowen struggling 
to justify the welfare reforms relating to housing. He stated 
that too many people in social housing have under-utilised 
dwellings, meaning they have too many bedrooms. 

The Government thinks it is shocking that all those bed¬ 
rooms are going to waste. What is more shocking is that 
they propose to move people who have lived in their commu¬ 
nities for years into far off places away from their friends 
and relations because they have too many bedrooms. 

The MP for Halesowen thinks it is fine to destroy commu¬ 
nities in this way. I am aware the Tories have moved politi¬ 
cally to the right, but this is bordering on the policies of 
Germany in the 1930s. The real problem of course is that 
there is not enough social housing, but the Conservatives 
will not admit that. Why? Because it was the Thatcher gov¬ 
ernment that stopped councils from building social housing 
estates 30 years ago. That is why we have a housing crisis 
now, not because there are too many bedrooms! 

M CLIFF 
Holcroft Road 
Wall Heath 


How is Ed 
going to 
rescue a 
decade? 

SO Ed Miliband says he can 
rescue the lost decade. How 
strange then, that seven of 
those years saw Ed 
Miliband’s party in Govern¬ 
ment. 

How then is he able to say 
now that he can rescue the 
decade? Surely he could 
have said to both Tony Blair 
and Gordon Brown that he 
believed that they had got it 
all wrong. Why when in 
power was he so quiet? 

Points scoring seems to be 
what politics is about nowa¬ 
days and not constructive 
government. 

Perhaps Nigel Farage is 
right. Career politicians 
have no real idea of what life 
is really about. Maybe it 
would be best if politicians 
had to serve an apprentice¬ 
ship of about 20 years in 
businesses both large and 
small and find from this how 
difficult things really are, 
especially for small busi¬ 
nesses. 

LEN HALES 

Cradley Heath 


Hagley 


Kitchens % 


Beautiful Kitchens & Bathrooms, Designed with Imagination and Skillfully Fitted with Care 


3uilt in 

Dishwasher 


LTP 


nfl 


Our cabinets are made 
locally at our state of 
the art facility here in 
the Black Country 

GuaranteeTunbSS 



52, 

W--.ll 




L m 




"Outstanding 

Mrs Anderson, Hayley Green 


kitchen, thoughtfu 
designed, exce leni 


ripp 3/Years 
lluc of Happy 
Customers 


[service 


'They gave us our perfect kitchen, a great local company." Sandra Donnelly, Kingswinford \ 
"A major project completed on time without any problems" Gill McKenzie, Codsall 

"We must have changed our minds a dozen times, they happily made the 
changes - and Without any extra costs" Jeni &Tony Kingston, Tettenhall 

"Our beautiful, top of the range ovens, were supplied at better than internet 
prices, delivered, installed ana fully guaranteed" Mrs & Mr Griffiths, Halesowen \ 


Call us now for your 
FREE, no obligation 
survey and design 

07776207596 

OR: 0121 6023031 


Visit our website to see some of our range WWW.HagleyKitchenS.CO.llk 


INSTALLATION • TILING • GAS • ELECTRIC • PLUMBING • BUILDING 


incl. 

fitting 


Hasbury Windows Ltd 


Wm a (§®^Q3g dkfl tSofe Ss 


Door 
Special 
Offer - 
Spring 
2013 


Inliten Front 
Door in White 


£450 


FRONTDOOR STANDARD SPEC: 

• Inliten 70mm single doors only 

• Lever/lever handle and hook lock 

• Fitted with white furniture 

• Left hand or right hand opening 

• Panel Thickness: 28mm 

• Choice of 6 white panel doors 


PANEL DOOR-HARDWARE FEATURES: 

• PAS 24 security testing on flag hinges 

• 3 hinges have carrying capacity of 120kg 

• Longer lasting performance on hardware 

• Locking system - exclusive to Camden & 
one of the most superior on the market 


Inliten Back 
Door in White 




Excellent service 
from start to finish 
Reliable and 
friendly. 


Lovely job, fitters 
made no mess! 
Would definitely 
recommend again. 


m.* L 



BACK DOOR STANDARD SPEC: 

• Inliten 70mm single doors only 

• Lever/lever handle and hook lock 

• Supplied with Monaco 

half panel (top pane unglazed) 

• Panel Thickness: 28mm 

• Left hand or right 
hand opening 

• White furniture/hardwart 


I Very pleased with 
the new windows. 
Fitters were very tidy, 
everything left clean. 


Vl 





IVIK u Uf 

V r HALESO 1 


9 Halesowen Road, Halesowen, West Midlands B62 9AA 

01214217001/01214212104/0138478796 


Sealed Units Replacement Available From £10 
‘We will beat any genuine written quote 1 

* Your local well established business offering top quality 
products and service 

* No payment until completion 

* Call us now for a great deal on your new windows, 
doors and conservatories 

* Visit our showroom * Deal direct with the owner 

* If you want quality, value and service it ‘has to be Hasbury’! 

Ik- 


(opposite the Stag & Three Horseshoes) 

SHOWROOM OPEN: 

Mon-Fri 8 am-5 pm • Sat 10 am-2 pm |j 

Phonelines open 9 am-9 pm “ 


/ 

* 

j 
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NEWS 

Businesses are backing 
battle for Hippodrome 


MORE than a dozen businesses 
have pledged their support to 
campaigners fighting to save 
Dudley Hippodrome from demoli¬ 
tion. 

Taxi drivers, hotels and High Street 
stores are among those rallying behind the 
Friends of Dudley Hippodrome. 

It is the latest attempt by campaigners to 
reveal the strength of feeling by business 
owners who say there are wider benefits of 
reopening the 1930s theatre. 

Group spokesman Geoff Fitzpatrick said 
he was delighted so many traders had signed 
up to back the bid. 

Among those to support the campaign are 
bosses at the landmark Station Hotel oppo¬ 
site the former theatre, where many public 
meetings have been held. 

Deputy manager Jason Lewis-Young said 
the hotel, where many of the performers 
such as George Formby once stayed, was 
behind the campaigners. 

“We are fully supporting them all the way 
because we can see that the Hippodrome 
would bring wider benefits to town, ” he said. 

“Places like the Black Country Living 
Museum, the zoo and the caverns are the 
gems of Dudley and we should be passionate 
about anything that would help bring more 
people to Dudley.” 

Other businesses backing the group are 
Harpers Florists and John Green Butchers 
in the Fountain Arcade, off the High Street. 

Dudley Council’s planning department is 
yet to make a decision on the application to 
demolish the building. 

Check vehicles reminder 

A ROAD safety group is appealing to 
motorists to keep their vehicles well-main¬ 
tained for spring. With the clocks going 
forward The Safer Roads Partnership is 
reminding drivers to make sure vehicles are 
ready for the new season. Spokesman Anna 
Higgins said, The Safer Roads Partnership 
wants motorists to make a few simple checks. 



Ian Austin MP chats to apprentices Nathan Tucker, left, and Aaron Mills 
at the college which is offering courese in metal casting 


APPRENTICES will be able to learn 
one of the oldest metalwork tech¬ 
niques thanks to new courses in 
Dudley. 

Casting skills are going to be 
taught at Dudley College, which is 
working with the manufacturing 
industry. 

Dudley North MP Ian Austin met 
new recruits on the course who have 
started training at one of the 
borough’s well-known companies. 

He joined staff at bathroom prod¬ 
ucts manufacurer Thomas Dudley 
Ltd for the launch of the two-year 
course marking National Appren¬ 


ticeship Week. He said: “At a time 
when almost a million young people 
are unemployed, it’s great to see 
local youngsters being given the 
chance to develop the skills needed 
to take the hi-tech, highly-skilled 
jobs of the future.” 

Thomas Dudley has helped 
develop the course in partnership 
with others including Charter Cast¬ 
ings, Boro Foundry Ltd, Castings 
Pic, JJ Siddons and the Institute of 
Cast Metal Engineers. So far, nine 
apprentices have started and are all 
employed by the engineering com¬ 
panies within the partnership. 



INSPIRATIONAL B e inspired 

FIRFS X FIRFP1 AT F<; ^ V - l,,J r 


Phone now for free no obligation home survey 

Showroom: 404-406 Bearwood Road, Bearwood B66 4EX Tel: 0121 429 3186 


Opening Times: Monday-Saturday 10.00 am-6.00 pm 

www.inspirationalfires.co.uk email: inspirationalfires@hotmail.co.uk 


Children's Party Specialist 
Mobile DJ far all events 
Fully Insured 
PAT Tested Equipment 
15% oil all bookings 
befnre 30.04.2013 

OURiBanivL 
OURiWay' 


s 


•Weddings 

•Events •EquipmentHire 

If you want professional DJ 8 Event Management, whore it's 

your choice that counts... call 07817 917 263 

Email: enquiries@secondcitymusicuk.co.uk Find us on: 
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limbangsthedrum] SO 111 311 011 

badgers mil 
have to wait 



Tim Rogers, of Stourbridge, who has launched a music 
school for youngsters which uses the Cajon, a box drum 

A DRUMMER is hoping to inspire the next generation of 
Black Country beaters by giving youngsters the chance to 
learn basic rhythms. 

Tim Rogers has set up a mobile music school, called Fun 
on a Drum, aimed at giving children aged seven to 10 the 
confidence to take up an instrument. 

Using a simple box drum, the Cajon, Mr Rogers is able to 
teach youngsters basic rhythms and even how to play in a 
group. The 42-year-old said Fun on a Drum could be booked 
for school and community centre visits and even children’s 
parties. 

He developed the idea after seeing his nine-year-old 
daughter Tess playing the instrument and realising it was 
a fun and easy way to get children interested in music. 

Mr Rogers, of Stourbridge, has been a drummer for 30 
years. He plays in a folk band called Kim Lowings and The 
Greenwood, which has recently recorded an album. 

“I have played regular drum kits but at the moment I 
mainly play the Cajon,” he said. “Because the drums are 
only boxes they can be transported easily which means I can 
visit schools and other places for workshops and events. The 
Cajon is an easy way to learn about music. 

“The aim is to give children a glimpse into playing an 
instrument which they will want to build on. 

For more information on Fun on a Drum call 01384 
485251 or 07910 375741. 


for red tape 

LONG-term action will not be taken to deal 
with badgers blighting a Dudley cul-de-sac 
until new Government guidelines have been 
agreed. 

Residents in The Haven, Wordsley, have long campaigned 
for measures as gardens are regularly torn up and plants 
uprooted. The animals have H I oc Waftrm 

also burrowed out setts in a ■ VVdUUn 

sandstone bank near to 


homes, causing large 
amounts of debris to fall to 
the ground. 

But residents face a 
further wait for long-term 
action to deal with the situa¬ 
tion despite having to put up 
with the problem for years. 

Dudley Council said it was 
waiting for guidelines from 
the Government and 
Natural England before 
deciding on the most appro¬ 
priate way forward. 

The authority has been 
monitoring the situation 
and reported no significant 
disruption between August 
and November last year. 

But residents say in 
recent months their gardens 
have been damaged again 
and debris from the sand¬ 
stone bank has started to 
again pile up on one drive¬ 
way. They have called on the 
council to find a way of tack¬ 
ling the problem in the long¬ 


term. 

But Councillor Khurshid 
Ahmed, said while monitor¬ 
ing would continue there 
was little else which could 
presently be done. 

“Regular surveys will be 
carried out but in the mean¬ 
time we are continuing to 
wait for guidelines from the 
Government and Natural 
England,” he said. 

“Then we will be able to 
decide on the most appropri¬ 
ate way forward.” 

Resident Lorraine Price, 
81, said she was “not sur¬ 
prised” no action would be 
taken in the near future. 

“I have been contacted by 
the council and they have 
agreed to remove the pile of 
sandstone which has gath¬ 
ered,” she said. “However, 
that doesn’t really solve the 
problem. I suppose we will 
have to wait and see what 
guidelines are agreed.” 



QUALITY & COMFORT 

Tailor made for you 

Up to 50% off showroom stock 


Handmade suites to suit all Budgets 



Wide Selection of 
Fabrics 

Tailor Made Suites 
and Chairs 
Home Demonstra¬ 
tions Available 
Mobility Furniture 
10 Year Guarantee 
on Frames 
We do full re-covers 


Broadcott Ind Est., Unit 4, Stat 


d, Old Hill B64 6NT 


WE CAN COME TO YOU FOR MOBILITY FURNITURE 9 


0121 559 3057 


1 



10 REASONS TO HAVE AN iQEaL HOfTCHTC ACCESSIBLE BATHROOM 


jsSaS'i 


r, or complete the whole project, including tiling, 
building, plastering and even decorating 


O Family business established over 20 years Q We can 

0 Vast majority of work comes from recommendations electrics 

0 FREE home design service, we listen to you and design to your requirements © All rubbish removed at the end of the project 
O Large choice of design, 100s of doors, worktops, tiles, sinks and taps to choose Q Gas Safe fitters (formerly Corgi) 
from, but do not worry, we are here to help and advise what is right for you O NICEIC Registered electricians 
0 We project manage from start to finish 0 Quality products at realistic prices 

5 Hall Green Road, Stone Cross 1 .. The home improvement specialists 

West Bromwich, B71 3JS 

Telephone: 0121 588 5737 

See our virtual showroom at www.idealhomecare.co.uk Established over 21 years 

| Open : 10.00 am-4.00pm | Closed Wednesday & Sunday 


me iiume improvement ^peuansis 

vdEaLHomEoarE 



O/ 
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APR 

REPRESENTATIVE 


4 years 
interest free 
credit on 
everything 


Pay nothing until 
January 2014 
then take 3 y€ 
interest free credit 


dfs 

making everyday more comfortable 


Your 

!_l 


new 


DFS Dudley is now open 


Hello I’m Dave Marshall, 


Manager of the new DFS Dudley 
store and I’d like to say thanks to 
everyone who has already come 
along to our new store. 


A- 

Right now there are great 
savings across the store and all 
m* km sofas in our Spring Collection 
are half price or better. I’m really 
looking forward to meeting you 
because whatever your taste, home or budget, I know 
we can help you find your perfect sofa. 

We’ve been making sofas for 43 years, and now we’re 
Europe’s No.1 sofa specialist. 

All our sofas are exclusively designed and handmade 
to order, and we have a style, shape and colour to suit 
everyone. 

Every sofa comes with a free 10 year guarantee and 
4 years interest free credit, or pay nothing until January 
2014 and then take 3 years interest free credit, so you 
can stretch out without stretching yourself! 

So come and visit us to see how we have made the 
whole experience of buying a sofa more enjoyable. 


Visit your Dudley store, order direct at www.dfs.co.uk or call free 
on 0800 110 5000 24 hours a day, 7 days a week 


DFS DUDLEY 

Merry Hill Retail Park, 
Brierley Hill 
DY51SY 

Tel: 01384 482774 


No deposit with 4 years interest free credit. 48 equal monthly payments of £18.72. Or pay nothing until January 2014 then 36 equal monthly payments of £24.97. 0% APR. Total £899. Credit subject to acceptance. Credit is provided by external finance companies as determined by DFS. 4 years interest free credit 
from date of order. Delivery charges apply. After event price applies from 22.04.13 - see instore or online for details.10 year guarantee applies to frames and frame springs on all sofas, chairs and footstools. Mobile charges may apply when calling 0800 110 5000. DFS is a division of DFS Trading Ltd. Registered in 
England and Wales No.01735950. Redhouse Interchange, Doncaster DN6 7NA. 
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Lipton’s shop on the corner of Queen Square and Exchange Street shortly before the Second World War 


Darlington Street after the First World War where James Beattie was acquiring premises during the 1920s 



Mr Preece’s shop in Collingwood Road, Low Hill, pic¬ 
tured after the Second World War 



Shoppers enjoy the newly-built Wulfrun Centre in 1970 


Looking at century of 
changes to shopping 


AN exhibition at Wolver¬ 
hampton’s Bantock House 
Museum is taking a historic 
look at the shops and eating 
places of the city. 

Open All Hours opened on 
January 16 and runs until May 5. 

It will examine how the high street 
has changed throughout history 

After the First World War, chain 
stores including Sainsbury’s, 
Maypole, Liptons and the Fifty 
Shilling Tailor began to appear in 
the town centre and shoppers were 
spoilt for choice with billboards 
advertising Bovril, Pearl Soap and 
Ovaltine. 

In the 1920s, James Beattie 
acquired premises in Darlington 
Street and after Victoria Street was 
widened, he began a major rebuild of 
the Beatties store. 

By 1936 unemployment was down 
to two million, more people were 


by Charlotte Lilley 


earning money and factories were 
struggling to keep up with the 
demand for radios, cars and electri¬ 
cal goods including the first televi¬ 
sion sets. 

But at the end of the Second World 
War shortages and rationing domi¬ 
nated post-war retailing and shops 
including Mr Preece’s Grocery Shop 
on Collingwood Road, Low Hill, had 
limited stock to create lavish window 
displays. 

The Queen’s Coronation in 1953 
marked the beginning of a new era 
and business began to pick up for 
shops in Lichfield Street, Broad 
Street and Stafford Road as they 
hung flags outside to enjoy the occa¬ 
sion. 

By 1959, the wholesale fruit and 
vegetable market was in full swing 
and the indoor Saturday market 
attracted wives and mothers who 


during the week were tied to the 
house and children. Both markets 
were often held responsible for 
causing congestion in Wulfruna 
Street so a new market was built in 
1968 in School Street but this has 
since moved to Salop Street. 

The Wulfrun Centre, off Dudley 
Street, was built in 1969 and 
increased the number of big-name 
chain stores in the town. 

For the first time, shoppers were 
able to buy the latest in 60s and 70s 
fashion, entertainment and novelty 
goods. 

In August 1998, work began on a 
13-month project to revitalise the 
centre. 

Ambitious plans for a £25 million 
pound investment in the city centre 
were unveiled last June. 

It is hoped the new development 
will pave the way for more shops in 
the hope of attracting major retailers 
and even more shoppers. 




Wolverhampton Market in 1959 was responsible for congestion 




TOTAL PLASTICS 

THE ULTIMATE IN BUILDING PLASTICS 


Option 






WITH OPTION 1 OR OPTION 2 CONFIRMED BOOKINGS* 


Terms and conditions apply 


Ha § ^ 


TO SUPPLY AND FIT AN 
AVERAGE SIZE 3 BEDROOM 
HOUSE WITH 7 WHITE ‘A’ 
RATED UPVC WINDOWS, 
FRONT AND BACKDOOR. 
SUBJECT TO A SITE SURVEY. 

FROM £ 3,400 INC VAT* 


For illustration purposes only FROM tO,HUU INC VAT | conditions apply 

All Enquiries Welcome Free Day And Evening Surveys No Job Too Small 


3MX3M FULL HEIGHT 
CONSERVATORY 
SUPPLIED AND 
FITTED FROM 

£ 3 , 834 * 

Terms and 
conditions apply 


WE SUPPLY AND 
FIT TOP QUALITY 
WINDOWS, 
DOORS AND 
CONSERVATORIES, 
FASCIAS AND 
GUTTERING AND 
ALSO SUPPLY A 
LARGE RANGE OF 
BATHROOMS AT 
TRADE PRICES 
CERTASS APPROVED 


White fascias, soffits 
and guttering supplied, 
fitted including Vat on an 
average 3 bedroom house 

From £ 1 , 295 * 

*Terms and conditions apply 



CALL IN OUR SHOWROOM AND SEE OUR RANGE OF 
BATHROOMS ON DISPLAY NOW 


HIGH GLOSS FURNITURE 

500mm Gloss White 500mm Basin 
WCUnit 500mm Mirror Uni 

500mm Gloss White 450mm Basin Unit ——- 
Basin Unit and Top 


0.25 


w 


THERMOSTATIC SHOWER 
VALVE AND KIT 


Thermostatic 
Shower Valve 


Underground Drainage 

Soil and Waste 


SHOWER ENCLOSURE > i 

900mm Pearlstone Shower Trays 

Quadrant NOW 

Enclosure HALF PRICE 

* Satin Silver * 550mm Radius * Reversible 
Sliding Doors for easy access * Quick release wheels for easy clean _ 

* 5mm Toughened safety glass * Pearlstone tray 

Asselby Melbourne 

Asselby Basin ^ Melbourne Pan & 

Asselby Pedestal W f. ls !® rn D 7 

Asselby Pan §1 9 Me bourne Basin 

Melbourne Pedestak££j| 

UNIT 1 GARRATTS LANE OLD HILL HALESOWEN B64 5RE -— ---—- 

T«f- C -70 qhq bathrooms and 

ieim U74o # oxo \ L & [windows supplied 



Cistern Ml 
Melbourne BasinTB 
Melbourne Pedestal 


fi-Zee Fix^™ 

DOUBLE GLAZING 
INSTALLATIONS & REPAIRS 

Telephone: 01384 259761 
Mobile: 07769975841 

70mm Internally Glazed 
High Security Frames ♦ 

♦ 28mm Pilkington T Units ❖ 
Document L Compliant ♦ 

♦ Shoot Bolt Locking ♦ 

♦ Sight Line Glazing ♦ 
Secured By Design PAS023 / PAS024 ♦ 

Repairs and Upgrades Broken Locks Sticking Doors 

Insurance Work Door Panels Handles and 

Failed Units Letter Boxes Mechanisms 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED PHONE 
TODAY FOR A FREE QUOTATION 



Starkey Electrical Ltd 

Manor House / 

Manor Lane, Halesowen Domestic, Commercial & Industrial Electricians 


For all your electrical needs in the home, 
garden, driveway or office/retail premises 

• Landlord Certification • Fuse board replacements 
• Rewiring • Energy saving LED Lighting 

• Emergency call outs-7 days a week 

• Experienced electricians NICEIC regulated 

• Competitive Prices/FREE quotations 

www.starkeyelectrical.co.uk 

email: stuart@starkeyelectriaLcauk 

0121 602 8088 (24 Hour Call Outs) 
07967 650 567 OFFICE: 0844 561 7244 


Caribbean'*) erk .Centre 
Old Hill 


Curried Goat 
Jerked Chidcfe 


Fried Fish* 

jra 

Oxtail 





^ 07 . 973 * 85 195 , 4 , 

210 Halesowen Road, 
Old Hill, B64 6HN 


Visiting 
Chiropodist 

HCPC Registered 
Mr Edward G Tudor 
MSSCh MBChA 
Telephone 

0121 - 550-9647 

Servicing Halesowen 
Rowley Regis, Cradley and Oldbury 


Ilk 



I double time DOl 

' army & NAVY STORE 
Genuine Ex-Army clothing and footwear 

Also stockist of children’s camouflage clothing + safety 
^footwear. Ex army boots + RAF shoes. 

Ex-army webbing, clothing + work wear, overalls + 
waterproofs, camping equipment + leisure wear Tents, 
Sleeping Bags & Gas Cookers now in stock Specialist 
suppliers for all Duke of Edinburgh & Cadet equipment 

Open 6 days • Closed Sunday 


Telephone: 0121 472 1402 
325-327 Harborne Lane, Birmingham, B17 ONT 

www.twrydersinbirmingham.co.uk 



ACHTUNG - PARTS 
FOR EVEN MORE 
GERMANS! 

NOT ONLY VW-AUDI, BUT ALSO 
B.M.W., SEAT, SKODA & MERCEDES 

CHECK OUR UNBEATABLE PRICES 

UPTO 70% DISCOUNT 
Quality, Service & Value Since 1975 

P.W. EURO PARTS LTD. 

TWO GATES LANE 
HALESOWEN WEST MIDLANDS 

TEL: 01384 567752 & 565300 

www.pweuroparts.com 
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OPENS IN 
DUDLEY 


NEWEST FURNITURE 3 PIECE SUITE & BED SUPERSTORE 



save to We guarantee you won’t beat our prices 

60 % Hundreds of Special Opening Double Discount Offers 

GRAND OPENING SALE STARTS FRIDAY 5TH APRIL 10 AM -5.30 PM COME ON DOWN, YOU KNOW THE PRICE IS RIGHT! 

SAT 6TH APRIL | MON 8TH APRIL | TUE 9TH APRIL | WED 10TH APRIL 

9 am-5.30 pm \ 9 am-5.30 pm \ 9 am-5.30 pm \ 9 am-5.30 pm 


FIRST DAY ONE ONLY 
SUPER DEAL TO CLEAR 

Top Quality 3 Seater Leather Sofa 

WAS 

£995 

LJ*$ad99 


FIRST DAY ONE ONLY 
SUPER DEAL TO CLEAR 

Top Value 3 Seater Black Recliner Sofa 

WAS 

f 0/10 



FIRST DAY ONE ONLY 

SUPER DEAL TO CLEAR 

Top Quality Full Double Size Complete 
Memory Foam Bed y 

£399 

No wfesassBiB 

ONLYZaSKsH 




FIRST 7 DAYS ONLY 

The Manhattan Combination 
Wardrobe 6ft wide x 6ft high 
latest Light Oak Finish includes 
Drawers, Mirrors, Interior Shelves 


AFTER SALE PRICE £499 




FIRST 7 DAYS ONLY 


The Colorado Bonded Leather 
Reclining Corner Units, 2 
Seater Recliner & Comer Unit 

I & 2 Seater Recliner 

WAS £+699 NOW ONLY 


FIRST 7 DAYS ONLY | | FIRST 7 DAYS ONLY | | FIRST 7 DAYS ONLY 

The Pearl Orthopaedic 
Full Double Size 4 Drawer 
Complete Bed 


The Beta Wardrobe 
4ft 6 wide x 6ft 6 high, 
Choice of Colours, 
Huge Storage 


AFTER SALE PRICE £369 


The Imperial Sliding Door 
Massive Wardrobe 8ft 3 wide 
x 7ft 3 high, Choice of Colours, 
Massive Storage Space 

AFTER SALE PRICE £699 


SAVE 30% 


FIRST 7 DAYS ONLY 

The Panter Recliner 3 Seater 
& 2 Seater Sofas, 

Black on Brown, 
both Sofas Recline 

AFTER SALE PRICE £1399 


SAVE 50% 


FIRST 7 DAYS ONLY 



The Debora Italian 3 
Seater Sofa & 2 Chairs, 
Choice of 3 Colours 

AFTER SALE 
PRICE £1 6 99 


SAVE 50% 


FIRST 7 DAYS ONLY 

The Trend Super 

* Glass Round Table 5 

Matching Chairs 

WAS £369 NOW ONLY 



SAVE 50% 


FIRST 7 DAYS ONLY 

The Ashbourne Super Light 
f—■ L Oak Table 5ft long x 3ft wide 

6 Matching Faux Leather 

Y j f P f r i'j^^vw!4 s £499 NOW ONLY 

COCO THE 

SAVE 50% SET 


FIRST 7 DAYS ONLY 

The Hayley Top Quality 3 

. _Seater & 2 Seater Fabric 

Sofas, Brown on Beige 

AFTER SALE PRICE £11 99 

SAVE 50% £599 PAIR 


FIRST 7 DAYS ONLY FIRST 7 DAYS ONLY FIRST 7 DAYS ONLY 


The Milano Super 3/4 size 
4ft wide incredible quality 
Bed Frame Antique Silver/ 
Antique Brass 

WAS £399 NOW ONLY 




The Fusion Full Double 
Size Ottoman Faux Leather 
Storage Bed Frame, Loads of 
Storage Space 

WAS £369 NOW ONLY 


SAVE 60% 


■ ^ 

MATTRESS EXTRA 


FIRST 7 DAYS ONLY 


| The Samantha Sofas, 
Beautiful 3 Seater & 

2 Seater Sofa, 
Choice of Colours 

^ WAS £699 NOW ONLY 

— “^CQOO THE 

SAVE 40% PAIR 


FIRST 7 DAYS ONLY 



The Athens 3 Seater 
& 2 Seater Rounded 
Leather Sofas, White/ 
Black/Brown 


The Aloe Vera Top Quality 
Memory Foam Double 
Size Mattress 

WAS £220 


GRAND 

OPENING 

SALE 



FIRST 7 D AYS ONLY 

The World Bonded Leather 
3 Seater & 2 Seater Cream 
I Sofas, 2 Sets Only to Clear 


IFTER SALE PRICE £995 

£499pTr 


SAVE 50% 
TWO ONLY 


FIRST 7 DAYS ONLY 

The Corona Solid Wood 
Mexican Pine 3 Door Triple 
Robes, Supreme Quality 

WAS £349 NOW ONLY 


FIRST 7 DAYS ONLY 

The Dreamworld Full 
Double Size Mattress 
Fully Sprung 

WAS £409 


FOUR ONLY 


FURNITURE CARPET 
SUPERSTORE 

255 Castle Street, Dudley 

01384 231305 
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UK LIMITED^Est. 1988 

Roofing • Windows • Doors • Porches /• Fascias • Conservatories 

6 I 


yearsTn I IhrnJ 

BUSINESS 


J @ ? 

■uBwni 


OllE 

DC |U_ 

!||i 

for ANY Conservatory over 15sq.metres 

Highest quality energy elficient Nol Conservatories/Windows Installer 


products from the Midlands I 


I The brand you can trust 


BUY NOW, PAY LATER OR 
0% INTEREST FREE CREDIT 

life will beat any genuine like for like guote from any 
established reputable company (10 years plus)* 



im Windows 


Is your root leaking or need replacing] 

• Life expectancy up to 50 years • 

20 year guarantee 

Birmingham 0121 568 7388 


Stratford Upon Avon 01789 270 726 Rugby 01788 211 019 

Cannock 01543 401 101 Coventry 012476 960 880 
Leamington Spa 01926 702 303 
Wolverhampton 01902 489 498 
Telford 01952 427 667 Sandwel1 & 01384 847123 


Kidderminster 01562 539 341 


Walsall 01922 430908 


Freephone 0500 77 75 75 


Buy with confidence from a 
well established company 
registered with company 
house for other 26 years. 


"The way you and your companydealf ~ 

■ with me from start to finish, more than 
beyond doubt met my requirements 
and given me total satisfaction" 

Mr Hemmings, Coventry 


$ 1 = 


FENSA 


GOLD MEMBER 


GI FT VOUC H ER 


ith Conservatory Ord< 

D Electrics including Fan Lig QAirCc 

J F . E ^ SA <05 PriKiNCTor 

For a Free Quotation call Freephone no: 0500 77 75 75 Lines open 24 hours a day 
Pinfold Street, Darlaston/Wednesbury WS108SY Regional Depot: 0121568 7388 Fax: 0121 568 8818 
Email: sureshieldukfbtconnect.com Website: stormsealuk.com 
Not be used in conjunction with any other offer. Voucher must be handed to representative on first visit. 




[hl 


USE YOUR LOFT! 


' X I Bison 4 

Loft Ladders \ 




neonW ^ 1 

£ 240 ] 

^QuoteO®'^- 


Safety y II 
hand rail | 

Unique 4 
to Bison __ 


Over 5 ,GOO installations to date! 


Access your loft safely 
and easily with Bison loft 
stairs. The stairs are made 
and fitted by our Midlands 
craftsmen using timber from 
sustainable sources. A gas 
strut mechanism requiring 
just fingertip control makes 
opening and closing your loft 
stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 10 year parts 
& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in 
the loft 

• Patented gas strut 
operation 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 

Flooring and lighting can also 
be provided, adding a very 
useful additional room to 
your home. 

B3 1 E3 


theloftJ^stairs company 

The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 59, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 3891281 




NOT 

your fault? 



Your claim 
will be handled 
by friendly 
specialist 
solicitors who 
are local to you. 


^liddlctorfDummer 


FREE HOME 
0121 544 


VISITS 

4788 


Please contact: 

Rob, Adam or Angela at 

High Tree's House, 1 -9 Pool Lane, Oldbury, WaTley, West Midlands B69 4QX 


Safely access your loft! 

FULLY FITTED FROM 


f r 




We provide a convenient and 
safe way to access 
your loft. 

Each ladder has a 10 year parts 
guarantee and can be installed 
in approx 2-3 hours. 

We offer a loft boarding service 
if required at an 
additional cost. 

PHONE TO ARRANGE A FREE 
QUOTE. 


Manufactured to ISO 9002 Standard 

Telephone: 01952 282152 
Mobile: 07817 431505 

jNKttmnrotit; 

T he Local Dis tributor Sr Installer for 

For more information visit: 

MMJ www.stira. co. uk 


www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 




Short breaks, holidays 
and long haul adventures 
to destinations near 
and far 

...by coach, rail, Eurostar, 
self-drive and air 


NEWS 


Masked robber steals 


pensioners' heirlooms 


A MASKED raider threatened two 
frail pensioners in their own home 
before stealing precious photo¬ 
graphs and a family heirloom. 

Relatives of the victims have issued a 
heartfelt appeal for the return of the treas¬ 
ured items. 

Police said the burglar entered the house, 
close to the former Dudley College Castle 
View Campus, and threatened the two 
brothers, aged 87 and 90, who are both 
housebound. 

One of the men was pushed to the floor 
and the raider rifled through his pockets 
before turning his attention to searching 
other rooms in the house. 

The intruder ran away after stealing a 
wooden police truncheon, which was given 
to the family as a gift in 1946. 

Family photos and a passport were also 
stolen in the burglary, which happened at 
around 8.30pm on March 17. 

The victims’ niece, Joy, from Sedgley, who 
asked to only be known by her first name for 
fear of reprisals, described the attack as cow¬ 
ardly. 

“We received a phone call to say my 
uncles’ house had been burgled and were 
distraught,” she said. 

“I don’t understand why anyone would 
want to do this. They are so vulnerable. 

“They are very independent, proud men 
who have worked hard all their lives and to 
be treated like this is terrible. Treasured 
family photos were taken and we would 
really like to get them back.” Anyone with 
information is asked to call police on 101 or 
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111. 

Virgin set to keep going 

VIRGIN Trains looks set to carry on 
running services on the West Coast Main 
Line for another four years. Under a new 
franchise timetable announced by Trans¬ 
port Secretary Patrick McLoughlin, a new 
West Coast franchise will not start until 
April 2017, with Virgin negotiating to con¬ 
tinue running it until then. 


Asda Community Life Champion 
Sophie Smith at the store with 

CHARITIES in Dudley gathered for 
a party celebrating the first anniver¬ 
sary of a community scheme 
launched by a supermarket. 

Lisa Southall, aged 39, of Wall 
Heath, became Community Life 
Champion for the Asda store at 
Dudley’s Merry Hill Shopping 
Centre when the initiative was 
launched last year. 

As part of the role she works with 
charities and community groups 
alongside visiting schools to raise 
awareness of working in the com¬ 
munity. 

An anniversary celebration was 
held at the store last week attended 


Lisa Southall and sales assistant 
representatives of the charities 

by charities helped by the scheme. 

These included the Royal British 
Legion, Stourbridge’s Mary Stevens 
Hospice and Dudley’s White House 
charity. 

The event also celebrated the 
launch of a scheme where shoppers 
choose a good cause to support by 
placing a token in the appropriate 
box inside the store. 

Lisa said: “I have really enjoyed 
the past year and it has been great 
working in the community and 
helping charities. It was wonderful 
to bring everyone together for the 
celebration and I am delighted 
people were able to attend. 


HJ COOPER 

For all your Timber, 
DIY & Decking Materials 


star? extra travel 

See us online at: www.expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Brought to you by the Express & Star 


OPEN TO TRADE & PUBLIC 

•Mouldings *Doors -Windows -Fencing -Sheet Materials 
•Frames -Paints -Stair Materials -Decking -Flardwood 
•Timber/K/D/Par -Dados -Skirting -Architraves -Roofing 


01384 254591 

Delivery and Cutting Service. FREE quotes 

Unit 19, Thornleigh Trading Estate, Farthings Lane, 
Dudley DY2 8UB 


A’lVlL, SIZES 
ALL AREAS 
Itl' S TJ PRICKS 

All Size Skips available for immediate delivery 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

SCRAP CARS 

removed for FREE 


07920 885774 




Playhouses, 
Summer houses etc 

Fitted, delivered 
and Erected 


*07920 8857f7§1 
01384 4825421 
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Group is looking 
for answers on 
future of home 


FRESH calls for the future of a care home to be revealed have 
been made by protesters. Campaigners fighting to save New 
Bradley Hall in Kingswinford from closure forced councillors 
to back down over proposals to shut one of Dudley’s last 
remaining council-run care homes. The New Bradley Hall 


Retuning is 
a possibility 

PEOPLE may need to 
retune Freeview equipment 
after changes to digital serv¬ 
ices at a transmitter. 

Freeview television or box 
users receiving a digital 
signal may lose reception on 
April 10 as work is done on 
Wrekin transmitters to 
allow for new services in 
future, including 4G mobile 
broadband. 

Services affected include 
BT Vision, TopUp TV and 
You View services. Satellite 
and cable services will not be 
affected. For information go 
to www.digitaluk.co.uk 


Action Group were invited to 
join a stakeholder group last 
year by the new ruling 
Labour group. 

But leading protestor Mac 
Scott said only one meeting 
has been held with council 
bosses since last September 
amid growing concerns their 
views were not being heard. 

Mr Scott, whose mother- 
in-law Irene Claridge lives at 
the home, demanded answers 
while addressing a health and 
adult social care committee at 
Dudley Council House. 

Adult social care boss, 
Councillor Steve Waltho, said 
at the meeting, “These good 
residents will be at New 
Bradley Hall for the foresee¬ 
able future. We are respecting 
that. We are looking at other 
options at keeping New 
Bradley open.” 


New wheelie bins will start 
being delivered to homes 


NEW wheelie bins for household rubbish will be delivered to residents 
across Dudley from this summer. 

Each household will receive a new wheelie bin during the course of the next 18 
months.The scheme will run alongside a wider £1.8 million scheme to make improve¬ 
ments aimed at boosting recycling in the Dudley area. 

Two new reusable recycling bags - one blue and one green - are also going to be 
handed out to homeowners to enable them to recycle plastic bottles, cardboard and 


paper. 

This is in addition to the black boxes 
already in use for kerbside collections of 
glass bottles and jars. 

Blue bags will be for paper and card, 
while green bags are for collecting plastic 
bottles and cans. 

Dudley Council environment boss 
Councillor Tracy Wood said that plans 
were in the pipeline to start delivering the 
wheelie bins to homes within the coming 
weeks. 

Everyone should have the new bins, 
which are strictly for non-recyclable waste 
only, by summer 2014. 

A leaflet will be delivered to households 
detailing the new service and changes. 

Councillor Wood said: “Providing a 


by Andrew Turton 


wheelie bin service will enable us to make 
more efficient collections while reducing 
the risk of bags splitting or being ripped 
open by animals. 

“We know our residents value the recy¬ 
cling service, which scored very highly in 
the Big Question consultation, and that’s 
why we’re making these important 
improvements. ” 

Wheelie bins are being funded through 
savings from the original sack service. 

Improvements to the kerbside recycling 
services are being funded by a successful 
bid for £1.8m of funding from the Depart¬ 
ment for Communities and Local Govern¬ 
ment. 


Pupils’ travels to the Orient 



Hagley Primary School pupils off to China 


A DOZEN children from a primary 
school near Stourbridge have travelled to 
China for the trip of a lifetime over the 
Easter break. 

A group of pupils and staff from Hagley 
Primary, Park Road, Hagley, are visiting 
their partner school, Yangzhou Wenhe 
Primary School in Yangzhou until 
Sunday, April 7. 

The youngsters are staying with host 
families in Yangzhou for their visit, so 
they can make the most of the opportu¬ 
nity to gain an understanding of Chinese 
life and culture. 

When they are not attending Yangzhou 
Wenhe Primary School to work on proj¬ 
ects, the Hagley students will visit local 
places of interest, such as Slender West 
Lake. Head Kevin Bailey said: “It’s a 
wonderful opportunity for our students 
to gain experience of Chinese culture.” 



r ^ 

Retune on 10 April 

if you are missing TV channels 

L_ J 



Freeview* services may be subject to disruption on Wednesday 10 April. Services should return 
to normal by late afternoon. If at this stage you find you are still missing channels, retune using 
your remote control to get them back. 





II 

For help with retuning or to check predicted changes to your TV reception, go to 

digitaluk.co.uk/granada or call 08456 50 50 sof* 






digitaluk 


freeview TV services are available to nearly all UK homes. Freeview TV services includes BT Vision, Top Up TV and You View. Coverage is subject to variation. 
**Calls are free for BT customers within inclusive calling plans. Call charges from other providers may vary. 
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SAVE POUNDS ON YOUR FUEL BILLS 
WITH OUR ENERGY RATED WINDOWS 

APRIL SALE 6 FLAT 
WINDOWS ANY SIZE 

£1450 

fitted 

Buy Direct from your local manufacturer 



A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS ;^e Design service 

■ 10 yr Insurance back guarantee 

Visit OUT WCbsitG.' "Secured by design Quality Products 

www.midlandupvc.co.uk " TT.T & Do °" 

r ■ All built and installed by our own fitters 

No hidden extras very competitive price 


Fantastic new Door Range 


As seen on the 

BBC DIY SOS 




BESB 


SPECIAL OFFER 

PVC Door 

From 


Fitted 


Also Special Offers on Conservatories 

JT 1 cerLao^ 



ALL AREAS COVERED O I 384 234 I 70 
After 5pm O I 384 429 I 52 


sales@midlandupvc.co.uk 

OFFICE HOURS Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm 


NEWS 

Market traders calling 
for more talks on plans 


TRADERS on Dudley’s historic 
market have called for more talks 
with council officials over multi¬ 
million pound redevelopment 
plans. 

Proposals for a £6 million overhaul of the 
market in the heart of the town are in the 
pipeline alongside a stall rent freeze for 12 
months in a bid to boost traders and bring 
more customers to the high street. 

But Dudley Market Traders’ Association 
have called for stallholders to be more 
involved in discussions. 

Group chairman Len Lenihan, in a state¬ 
ment on behalf of stallholders, said 
members were promised talks relating to 
the construction of the stalls, fixtures and 
fittings, following the original public consul¬ 
tation. 

But Mr Lenihan says the talks with regen¬ 
eration boss Councillor Shaukat Ali and the 
council’s assistant director for economic 
regeneration and transportation Phil Coyne 
have failed to progress. 

“We fear that another white elephant may 
appear on Dudley’s High Street to rival the 
entertainment square on Stone Street,” he 
said. “A thriving market place requires two 
elements: A market stall fit for purpose and, 
more importantly, market traders willing to 
trade. 

“Traders fear their concerns over con¬ 
struction issues have fallen on deaf ears. It 
has been intimated that disruption to trade 
could last for 18 months with traders being 
moved to temporary stalls. Ultimately, 
market traders’ livelihoods are at stake, as 
well as the town centre’s well-being.” 


Vintage dray to do rounds 

A BREWER’S vintage horse-drawn dray will 
be delivering beer around the village of 
Kinver on May 18. The Dray Day event is part 
of the build up to the annual Kinver Country 
Fair on Sunday, June 16. Kinver Brewery is 
organising the event with the dray in High 
Street at noon and 2pm and visiting the 
Kinver Rock Houses, Compton Road at 3pm. 


Walkers raise £5,000 



Hilary Croydon, Denise Hudson and Janet Hutchinson, of the Rainbow 
Breast group who raised money to buy hospital equipment 


GENEROUS fundraisers who 
strolled around a West Midlands 
beauty spot for charity have donated 
£5,000 for breast cancer patients. 

Members of The Rainbow Breast 
Reconstruction Group, Dudley 
raised the cash for a vital piece of 
machinery for the Breast Care Unit 
at Russells Hall Hospital. 

The group, formed by Denise 
Hudson and Deb Barnett around six 
years ago, collected the money from 
their latest fundraising walk. 

More than 200 walkers took part 
in the event at Bodenham Arbore¬ 
tum, near Kidderminster, last 
Easter, raising £12,795 in total for 
good causes. Around £6,000 has 


already been donated to the Dudley 
Cancer Support charity while a 
further £1,000 was given to the hos¬ 
pital to help cancer research. 

Now fundraisers have handed 
over another cash sum to staff at the 
hospital’s Breast Care Unit to buy a 
lymphoedema perometer machine. 

It is able to aid in the assessment 
of lymphoedema, which often devel¬ 
ops as a side effect of cancer treat¬ 
ment, up to 10 months earlier than 
normal. 

Mrs Hudson, who lives in Stour- 
ton, near Stourbridge, said: “It is 
lovely to think we have raised this 
much because the community came 
together and gave something back.” 


ADVERTISEMENT 

WINTER HAS GONE - 
BUT YOU CAN STILL GET 
FREE heating, reduced 
bills and funding for 
low income households! 


DON'T MISS OUT - 
IT'S FREE! 

That's the message to Britain's 
low-income households this 
winter. ECO Affordable Warmth 
is a new government-funded 
scheme that is designed to 
provide support to those 
vulnerable, and includes 
certain means tested benefits 
and tax credits. 

Provided by Dyson Energy 
Services, this quality 'must-have' 
offers private home-owners 
and private tenants in rented 
accommodation an energy¬ 
saving menu that will make a 
huge difference at a time when 
money is tight. 

Mr. Tony Hardiman, Managing 
Director at Dyson Energy 
Services says “We are very 
proud to have been given 
the job of bringing the ECO 
Affordable Warmth service to 
customers. It's a marvelous 
scheme whereby those who 
qualify could receive a new 
boiler or repair, cavity wall 
insulation and loft insulation to 
mention just a few measures - 
and because our Quality 
Management System conforms 
to BS EN IS09009, this 
together with a team of Quality 
Control Officers ensures that 


our work is of the highest 
possible standards.” 

So the message is simple, 
if you're having difficulty finding 
the means to heat your home 
to an adequate standard, 
Dyson Energy Services will 
put in place those measures 
to improve the thermal 
performance of your property 
and reduce the cost of your fuel 
bills. It's an obligation from your 
Energy Supplier to deliver 
primarily new heating systems 
and basic insulation measures, 
such as cavity wall and loft 
insulation, under the ECO 
scheme. 

Tony Hardiman goes on to 
say “We don't know how long 
the scheme will be available for 
so it's vitally important that 
those households that think 
they may be eligible should call 
us straight away to avoid 
disappointment - it's free and 
could make all the difference 
between a cold home - or a 
warm one.” 

If you’re not a low income 
household, we can still offer 
you great deals on boiler 
replacements and insulation. 
For more information, call 
Dyson Energy Services FREE 
on 0800 833 018 . 


Funding for 

Heating ( 
Insulation 

available NOW! 



ECO* Affordable Warmth provides FREE heating and 
Insulation improvements to low income households, on 
certain means tested benefits and tax credits, living in 
properties that are poorly insulated and/or do not have a 
working central heating system. You must own your own 
home or rent privately in order to qualify for this funding 
(you will not qualify if you live in a Housing Association or 
Council property). 


Funding available for 

improvements such as: 

• Boiler Replacements - gas, oil 
and LPG 

• Boiler Repairs 

• Cavity wall insulation 

• Loft insulation 

• Other insulation measures for 
some non-traditional cavities. 

If you are in receipt of one of 

the qualifying benefits below, 

you may be eligible for funding: 

• Child tax credit with an 
income of £15,860 or less 

• Income-related employment 
and support allowance (takes 
into account household 
income/ pension/savings of 
£6,000 and the effect your 
disability has on your ability 
to work) with either: 

- a child under 16, or under 20 
but in 

full-time education (excluding 
University) or 

- child tax credit with a 
disability element or 

- a disability element or 

- a pensioner element 


• Income-based job seeker's 
allowance (unemployed or 
work less than 16 hours a 
week) with either: 

- a child under 16, or under 20 
but in full-time education or 

- child tax credit with a 
disability element or 

- a disability element or 

- a pensioner element 

• Income support (lone parent, 
on mat/ paternity leave or 
carer) with either: 

- a child under 16, or under 20 
but in full-time education or 

- child tax credit with a 
disability element or 

- a disability element or 

- a pensioner element 

• State pension credit 

• Working tax credit with an 
income of £15,860 or less 
with either: 

- a child under 16, or under 20 
but in full-time education or 

- a disabled worker element or 
severe disability element or 

- is aged 60 years or over. 


* Funding is through the Energy Company Obligation. 


To take advantage of this funding and 
to arrange a FREE no obligation survey, 
please call free on 0800 833 018 
quoting DES/ECO-HC. 

Don't delay ... keep warm today! 



y 


Is Your Old $uite 

Looking a little tired and worn??? 



FULL RE-UPHOLSTERY 
SERVICE 

• 35 Years Experience • All Work Guaranteed • 1000s of Fabrics 
• Prompt Efficent Service • Discount for OAP’s 

Sofa Style 

Chatsworth House, Hayes Lane, Lye, Nr Stourbridge DY9 8RD 

01384 892018 



Open Mon - Friday 10am - 4pm 
Saturday llam-3pm 



We have found that 60% of our business comes from 
our adverf in fhe Chronicle". LB plastering services 

To find out how you can advertise from as little 
as a week, contact Ryan Cooper on 

01384 353227 
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Immigrant 
to be sent 
home over 
drug farm 

AN illegal immigrant caught 
growing hundreds of 
cannabis plants in a three- 
bedroom house in Dudley 
has been jailed. 

Thuan Ba-Dau was a “gar¬ 
dener” looking after the 470 
plants when police raided 
the house in Worcester Road, 
Netherton, last month. The 
34-year-old was jailed for 14 
months at Wolverhampton 
Crown Court after admitting 
growing the class B drug. 

The court heard how Ba- 
Dau had been employed to 
look after the drugs factory 
after spending £8,000 on 
travel from Vietnam last 
July. 

He will be deported follow¬ 
ing his release. Sentencing 
him, Recorder Richard Bond 
said he had been taken 
advantage of as part of the 
operation to grow the drugs. 

Mr Mukhtar Ubhi, defen¬ 
ding Ba-Dau, said: “Unfortu¬ 
nately he found himself in 
this circumstance. He is 
looking forward to going 
back.” 


£200,000 expansion at 
Holden's hits new delay 

A £200,000 project to expand a Black Country brewery has hit further 
delays with work now due for completion in July or August - months 
later than originally planned. 

Construction of the three-storey extension at Holden’s Brewery, Woodsetton, started in 
October to allow an increase in production from 50,000 pints to 75,000 pints per week. 

Work was originally expected to finish in December but this was put back until the end 
of March after plans were changed from a two-storey to a three-storey development. 

J by Lee Watton 


Bosses at the family-run firm say the com¬ 
pletion date has now been delayed a second 
time with a finish in July or August. 

They admitted the scheme had taken 
“more time than first thought” but stressed 
it would be well worth it once completed. 

New storage tanks are being created 
including one to hold 70,000 pints. 

These will start operating soon after work 
on the extension is complete. Lucie Holden, 
who runs the firm with brother Jonothan 
and sister Abi, said: “It has taken a little 
longer than we originally planned. 

“Our team working on the project have to 
carry out repairs and maintenance at other 
sites as well and this has held things up. 

“We are now expecting the project to be 
finished by July or August. This is still 
acceptable within the timescales set out.” 


The firm got permission for a three- 
storey extension at its George Street prem¬ 
ises in July 2012. Alongside the tank, two 
fermenting vessels are in the project. 

Bosses decided on the extension after a 
rise in demand for ale. Expansion plans 
include exporting one beer, the Golden 
Special, to Japan. Further work is expected 
to take place over coming years with plans 
for a new visitors centre and brewery tours. 

The firm is one of the oldest in the area 
and was founded in 1915. 

Other developments that have been com¬ 
pleted include a new bottle store, which is 
open for visitors to buy beers and merchan¬ 
dise, and new offices. 



The Bottle Shop and reception at Holden’s Brewery 


Private operator 
option over new 
centre car park 

A PROPOSED multi-storey car park creating hundreds of 
new spaces in Dudley could be operated by a private company 
rather than the council as originally planned. 

Dudley Council announced the scheme last year following 
repeated calls by traders for more parking in the town centre. 

An offer made by car park 


Schemes 

welcomed 

A BOSS at Dudley Building 
Society has welcomed two 
help schemes for homebuy- 
ers announced by the Gov¬ 
ernment. 

George Osborne unveiled a 
£3.5 billion investment in 
government loans to finan¬ 
cially stretched homebuyers 
and a £12bn scheme to 
increase access to mortgages. 

Society chief executive 
Jeremy Wood, said: “Extend¬ 
ing the support given to those 
seeking to get on to the 
housing ladder will widen the 
availability of loan finance 
beyond just new homes.” 


firm NCP to create new 
spaces in relation to the plan 
was turned down as the 
authority wanted to retain 
full control of the develop¬ 
ment. 

It was feared an independ¬ 
ent company would introduce 
its own parking charges and 
these would be higher than 
council fees. 

However, Dudley Council¬ 
lor Shaukat Ali said talks 
were now being held with 
private firms over the car 
park plan. 

Councillor Ali said plans 
for the multi-storey were 
“progressing”, with a feasi¬ 
bility study being worked up 
for the project. He said part of 
that was looking at whether it 
would be more effective it to 
be run privately. 



OPENING TIMES: Monday - Saturday 10am - 6pm, Sunday 10am - 4pm 11 


PRICE 


SUITES & BEDS 


carpet now available 

from £3.99sq mtr 





CARPETS NOW AVAILABLE 
with Free Fitting 

Terms and conditions apply 


Fabric & Leather Corner 
Units always in stock 



4 door 
wardrobe 

£299 


(while stocks last) 



Faux Leather 
Beds from 

£99 

(mattress not included) 




£399 


Large Range of 
Bedroom Furniture 
Available 


4’ 6” memory 
foam mattress 


£199 


(& get 2 free memory pillows worth £14.99 each) 


HUGE SELECTION 

From 

OF MATTRESSES 

IN STOCK FOR 

only 

£39 

IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 



ijr 

1 4 

J 


2 Draw Medium/ 

Firm Divan £199 

3ft Slide Store 

£99 



End Draw Medium/ 

Firm Divan £179 



rom 

Single WS Double £7! 

(mattress not included) 


"| 5ft &3ft mattress also available 

A SUITES & BEDS 

Portway Road, Oldbury 
West Midlands B69 2BZ 

HU 5445155 
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Chloe is fur game 
for lynx research 

A BIG cat being housed at 
Dudley Zoo is contributing 
towards a European 
endangered species 
research project investi¬ 
gating the captive lynx. 

Fur from 15-year-old 
Eurasian lynx Chloe have 
gone to researchers at 
Liberec Zoo in the Czech 
Republic for analysis. 

It was taken using spe¬ 
cial tape. Registrar and 
research co-ordinator, Dr 
David Beeston, said: “The 
tape is put around the 
door, so when Chloe passes 
through her fur sticks to 
it” 

DNA will be taken from 
Chloe’s fur, which will be 
used to find out whether 
she is a sub-specific hybrid 
or a pure-bred member of 
one of the 10 Eurasian 
lynx sub-species in the 
world. 

Awards final for 
apprentice Kerry 

A STOURBRIDGE Col¬ 
lege electrical apprentice 
was a finalist in a national 
construction competition. 

Kerry Hyland was in 
the final of the “Best 
Apprentice/New Starter” 
in the 25 and over cate¬ 
gory in the Women in 
Construction Awards 

The 29-year-old previ¬ 
ously worked in retail and 
hospitality. 

£1.3m work bid 

A BID for £1.3million to 
revamp a junction on the 
Birmingham New Road, 
Coseley, to help ease con¬ 
gestion has gone in.Work 
could get under way on 
widening the Shaw Road 
junction in July if the 
funding application is 
approved. 


Rescued horse was almost 
set on fire by callous yobs 

TWO horses, one which was doused in diesel and petrol and narrowly 


Fiasco blow 
to small firm 

THE fiasco over the West Coast rail fran¬ 
chise has left a small transport firm with a j . c 1 * i 

£70,000 VAT debt and on the brink of being the young colt covered in fuel was battling 


i petrol and narrowly 
avoided being set alight by yobs, are among the latest strays rescued 
as part of a new project. 

Welfare officers working on behalf of Dudley Council rescued the young colt from land 
in Sedgley after nearby residents raised the alarm. Horse rescue firm Equine Emergency 
Services (EES) has been employed by the council to work alongside West Midlands Police 
to tackle the problem of strays. Dudley Council revealed it had spent almost £150,000 on 

rounding up more than 250 stray horses in 
the past two years. It comes as horse wel¬ 
fare remains a top priority with an 
increased concern by residents spotting neg¬ 
lected animals. 

Hundreds of horses have been rounded 
up from roads and neighbouring land, espe¬ 
cially in Dudley and Sandwell, in recent 
months. 

A spokeswoman for EES, who wished to 
stay anonymous for fear of reprisals, said 
the young colt 
back to health. 

“This colt was doused in diesel and petrol 
before residents reported children trying to 
set him on fire,” she said. 

“He is still in a process of recovery as the 
fuels saturated him and caused severe skin 
disorders. He is very strong willed and fight¬ 
ing to make a full recovery from this dread¬ 
ful ordeal.” 

Successful 

A second horse was rescued from Wallows 
Road, Pensnett, by EES. Dudley Councillor 
Tracy Wood said the firm has been success¬ 
ful in removing animals which would other¬ 
wise suffer and be a potential cause of 
accidents. 

West Midlands Police are able to seize the 
horses found on the public highway, pursu¬ 
ing criminal action where appropriate and 
handing the animal over to the EES. 

Once a horse is in the care of the service 
it is seen by a vet and checked for 
microchips to trace its owner. 

EES and Dudley Council say they have a 
99 per cent success rate, with all horses 
nursed back to health, rehabilitated, pass- 
ported and microchipped before being found 
suitable homes. 


wound up by the High Court. 

The firm behind Parry People Movers rail 
cars - used on the Stourbridge Junction- 
Stourbridge Town service - was in the High 
Court in a HM Revenue & Customs case. 

Chairman John Parry blamed financial 
difficulties on the botched West Coast Main 
Line franchise, which, he said, caused a 
“knock-on effect”. The Department for 
Transport put all franchise deals on hold 
after having to tear up plans to strip Virgin 
Trains of the West Coast line. 

Errors were made by civil servants, and 
the Government faces a £100 million com¬ 
pensation bill. Although deals on which Mr 
Parry and colleagues worked had nothing to 
do with Virgin, they were still held up as the 
department reassessed franchise processes. 

Mr Parry said they were chasing a con¬ 
tract to generate cashflow but it failed to 
materialise due to West Coast problems. 

Cradley Heath-based JPM Parry and 
Associates got a 56-day reprieve at court for 
time to try to raise cash via shareholders to 
pay the bill before the May deadline. 

Mr Parry said the future of services on the 
Stourbridge shuttle, run by train operator 
London Midland, would be unaffected. 


Doctor’s drainpipe limbs help 



Surgeon Viquar Qurashi helping young children from 
war torn Syria at a refugee camp on the Turkish border 


A DUDLEY doctor has 
helped people from war-torn 
Syria with limbs made from 
drainpipes. 

Orthopaedic surgeon 
Viquar Qurashi helped more 
than 114 amputees over ten 
days at one of the conflicts 
largest refugee camps in 
Reyhanli, near the Turkish- 
Syrian border. 

Using melted down plastic 
drainpipes donated by Turk¬ 
ish firms the Russells Hall 
Hospital surgeon built new 
limbs with the help of six 
technicians from Pakistan. 

“The limbs made from 
drainpipes are not as sophis¬ 
ticated as a western limb but 
a prosthetic limb costing up 
to a £1,000 here in Britain 
will be of little use to some¬ 
one who doesn’t have the 
money, technology and tools 
to maintain it,” he said. 

“We can make limbs from 
drainpipe material for £30 
and provide them free to 
those in need.” 

He went to Syria after 
being asked by the Syrian 
British Medical Society and 
two Syrian colleagues. 

Mr Qurashi, has fitted 
more than 3,000 limbs over 
the past seven years to 
amputees in Pakistan as 
part of his own non-profit 
organisation, Naya Qadam 
Trust, which helps fund the 
artificial limb materials. 


Homes on 
offer are 
for older 
tenants 

HOMES for pensioners have 
become available at two 
sheltered housing schemes 
based in Halesowen. 

Individual flats at Hol¬ 
loway Court, Colley Gate, 
Cradley, and Margaret Vine 
Court, Hurst Green, have 
own front doors, kitchen, 
lounge, bedroom and toilet. 

Holloway Court, Beecher 
Place, opened in 1970 and 
Margaret Vine Court, Moat 
Drive, opened two years 
after. Properties are self - 
contained with gas central 
heating, lifts and three stair¬ 
cases. 

The council says both 
schemes offer options for 
older people wanting to live 
independently but liking 
support offered from com¬ 
munal living. 

Staff are on hand for help 
if required and all properties 
are linked to a 24 hour mon¬ 
itoring centre. There is also 
a secure door entry system, 
laundry facilities, gardens, a 
range of assisted and inde¬ 
pendent bathing facilities 
and communal lounges 
where tenants can hold 
social activities. 


Bake Off date 

BUDDING bakers can com¬ 
pete on April 20 at the Great 
Dudley Bake Off as part of 
the town’s St George’s Day 
celebrations. Mayor, Coun¬ 
cillor Melvyn Mottram will 
judge a competition open to 
all on a first come first serve 
basis. He hopes competitors 
will donate entries to a char¬ 
ity cake sale for his charities. 



Join a warm and friendly group near you today... 


MONDAY 


TUESDAY 


THURSDAY 


Halesowen 

Townsend Social Club, 
Stourbridge Road, 

5.30pm & 7.30pm 
Tel: Lorraine 
01384 830370 
Halesowen 
Halesbury School, 

Feldon Lane, 

5.30pm & 7.30pm 
Tel: Dawn 
07859 010175 

TUESDAY 

Hasbury/Halesowen 

Christian Fellowship 
26 Albert Road 
9.30am & 11.30am 
Tel: Michaela 
0121 602 3267 
Halesowen 

Lutley Community Centre, 
Brook Willow Road, 
5.30pm & 7.30pm 
Tel: Michaela 
0121 602 3267 
Oldbury 

Sainsbury’s (Savacentre) 
Freeth Street, 

6pm & 7.15pm 

Tel: Ann 0121 422 3296 


Rowley Regis 

Disability Centre, 

Rowley Village, 

5.30pm & 7.30pm 

Tel: Kenton 07982 408088 

WEDNESDAY 

Blackheath 

Central Methodist Church 
High Street, 10am, 4pm 
& 6pm Tel: Ann 
0121 422 3296 

Old Hill 

Holy Trinity Church, 
Halesowen Road, 

5.30pm & 7.30pm 
Tel: Jill 01384 562102 

Quinton 

Four Dwellings High 
School, Dwellings Lane, 
7pm Tel: Elaine 
0121 5506414 

THURSDAY 

/new venue & time\ 

Cradley Heath 

Liberal Club, 60 Upper 
High Street, 

9.30am, 5pm & 7pm 
Tel: Kim 
0121 559 1099 
^••Parking at rear** y 


0844 897 8000 vsw 

www.slimmingworld.com 


Halesowen 

St Peter’s Church, 

Hiplands Road, 

5.30pm & 7.30pm 
Tel: Elaine 
0121 550 6414 
Cradley 

Nether End Neighbourhood 
Centre, Mogul Lane, 

5.15pm & 7.15pm 

Tel: Amanda 07862 274058 

Halesowen 

Townsend Social 

Club, Stourbridge Road, 

5.30pm Tel: Lorraine 

01384 830370 

FRIDAY 

Halesowen 

Members Club, 

Hagley Road, 10.00am 
Tel: Jill 01384 562102 

SATURDAY 


Cradley 

Nether End Neighbourhood 
Centre, Mogul Lane, 

9am & 10.30am 


Tel: Amanda 07862 274058 


c5 Itmmin 



because you’re amazing 
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Meatballs 
come back 

MEATBALLS are back on 
the menu at Ikea after being 
pulled when traces of horse 
meat were discovered in 
them. 

Sales, halted after con¬ 
taminated meat was found 
in a batch exported to the 
Czech Republic, began again 
recently. Horse meatballs, 
labelled as beef and pork, 
were in frozen packs sent to 
Ikea stores there. 

“It is clear that IKEA 
Group, despite high stan¬ 
dards, has failed to live up to 
our customers’ expecta¬ 
tions,” said Ikea golbal food 
manager Edward Mohr. 

Ikea has cut its meat sup¬ 
pliers from 15 to seven. 


Ibstock Brick goes on 


IBSTOCK brick factory is to 
remain in use for the near 
future despite operations 
being wound down at the 
site. 

Ibstock Brick announced the closure 
of its base in Tansey Green Road, 
Kingswinford, last July blaming the 
move on a decline in the demand for 
bricks. 

But a small number of workers still 
remain at the site eight months after 
the announcement was first made and 
despite operations being scaled down. 

Bosses have said the situation would 
continue for the time being as workers 
are needed to continue dispatching 
remaining products to customers and 
maintain site security. 


A date has still to be set for when the 
factory. Consultation took place with 
the 31 employees following the 
announcement the factory was to 
close. 

Around 10 staff were redeployed to 
other local factories operated by 
Ibstock. The firm blamed closure of the 
factory on tough trading conditions. 

Officials said the drop in business 
had been ongoing and had forced 
bosses to have a rethink on how the 
firm operated. 

Group marketing manager for 
Ibstock Brick, Andrew Halstead-Smith 
said, there was no closure date set. 

“The staff which have been retained 
on site are continuing to work to dis¬ 
patch remaining products to customers 
and maintain site security,” he said. 


“There is no further change to the 
situation at the present time.” 

The company was formed in the 
1800s and has run the factory, in 
Kingswinford, for several years. 

It is one of more than 20 bases the 
firm runs across the UK. The firm also 
has factories in Aldridge and Cannock. 

When the closure of the Kinswinford 
base was announced, bosses said the 
aim was to maintain “optimum opera¬ 
tional efficiency” at the remaining fac¬ 
tories. 

In Dudley alone there used to be 25 
brick works but the heavy clay indus¬ 
try suffered a blow brought on by low 
levels of demand for building materials 
across the country and the burden of 
energy taxes and the volatility in 
wholesale energy prices. 


Students pitch in to give 
popular hall a revamp 


A POPULAR community hall in Dudley 
has been given a revamp, thanks to stu¬ 
dents on a Prince’s Trust programme run 
by City of Wolverhampton College. 

A total of 15 young people, aged 16 to 
25, took on the redecoration of the 
Richardson Hall in Lawnswood Road, 
Wordsley, for a two-week community 
project as part of their 12-week team 
scheme. 

The students smartened up the main 
hall, kitchen and toilets of the centre with 
a new lick of paint after raising more 
than £700 to buy decorating materials. 

They packed bags for shoppers at a 
local supermarket, endured a leg wax, 
and were even sponsored to sit in a bath 


of baked beans outside the hall. Janet 
Blakeway, chairwoman of Wordsley and 
District Community Association which 
manages the hall, said: “City of Wolver¬ 
hampton College and the Prince’s Trust 
could have no finer students. 

“For two weeks they sanded, masked, 
painted and cleaned to a really profes¬ 
sional standard and their hard work, 
team spirit and sense of humour was 
greatly appreciated. 

“We now have a hall that, once again, 
we can be proud of.” 

For more information about schemes 
visit www.wolvcoll.ac.uk/princestrust or 
call the Prince’s Trust office on 01902 
821906. 


Black Jack enjoys new home 



Black Jack is now enjoying freedom at his new home in Wales after being rescued 


A DONKEY abandoned in a tatty sheep ing a tip-off from a member of the public, 
trailer on a Dudley estate has found a new Bosses had to pay for him to be handed 
home and a loving family after being res- over to them but have said it had been 
cued by a charity. worth it to ensure Black Jack could be found 

The animal, named Black Jack, had been a new home, 
hidden in the trailer on the Russells Hall He has now been rehomed in Wales to a 
estate, and was barely able to move in the couple experienced in looking after donkeys 
confined space. Officials from Donkey Res- and is loved and cared for, the charity said, 
cue UK said the three-year-old animal had Amanda Ball, founder, said: “The poor don- 
been kept in the soiled trailer for about a key was terrified and we believe he had been 
week. The charity took action after receiv- kept in the trailer for about a week.” 


ATTENTION 

If you are a GAS or ELECTRICITY customer of 

THE FOLLOWING ENERGY SUPPLIERS: 

BRITISH GAS • EDF ENERGY • EON • N. POWER 
• SCOTTISH POWER 
• SCOTTISH & SOUTHERN ENERGY 
SCOTTISH HYDRO • SCOTTISH GAS 
SOUTHERN ELECTRIC 
UTILITY WAREHOUSE • VIRGIN 
• TOTAL GAS & POWER 

Due to legislation you could be eligible for 

£5000 Compensation 

THE ENERGY COMPENSATION BUREAU can help. 

Tel: 01785 211221 

_ EMAIL: admin@energycompensation.co.uk _ 


# 

SUMMERHILL 

Bathrooms 

flWMfSS- 

Trust the experts... 

www.summerhillbathrooms.co.uk 


Fully Fitted Bathroom 
from Utopia 
or Montrose 


Qualify for our FREE , 
POTTE 




Selected displays 
reduced to clear 


fERY OFFER 


up to 

HUPP* 


75 % 


CHOICE OF 
QUALITY 
MODERN 
SUITES 

Pan, cistern, pedestal, ~ 

500 basin & soft close f • 
seat. 


FROM 

£139 



MIRA CODA 

THERMOSTATIC 

VALVE 

Rail, hose PHQQ 
and head L 109 

TRITON T80Z 


7.5kw, 8.5w 
9,skw and 
) 10.5kw 

£139 


1050 COMBI UNIT 

ft* 


was £399'' 

Se £299 

INCLUDES: Furniture, semi 
recess basin, concealed 
cistern, back to wall pan & 
deluxe soft close seat. 


QUADRANT 

ENCLOSURES 

SILVER STERLING 



800/900 
or 1000mm 

includes base & waste 

25YR 

GUARANTEE 


P and L SHAPED BATHS 

1 INCLUDES 
* P or L shaped 
bath, front panel, 
bath screen with 
safety glass and 
towel rail. 


NOW ONLY PQQQ 

£349 E399 

25YR GUARANTEE 


TUBULAR 

RADIATORS 

*51 


Straight Chrome 
600 x 800 £75 
600x1100 £85 
Curved Chrome 
600 x 800 £85 
600x1100 £99 


TOP QUALITY’ 

CHROME 
TAP SET 



Chrome on solid brass 
with ceramic disc 
technology 

while stocks last 
«IJ]Lj=l.LUl.i» 


•I 


i i 


VANITY 
UNITS 
AT SALE 
PRICES 

Soft close doors 
complete with 
vitreous basin. 

400 £ 99 
450 £ 109 
550 £ 129 
650 £ 139 
750 £ 189 
850 <229 


DUDLEY 

2-7 BRADLEY STREET, PENSNETT DY5 4RJ 

01384 263626 


OPEN 7 DAYS 

9AM-6PM MONDAY - SATURDAY 
LATE TIL 8’ FRIDAY, 11 AM-4PM SUNDAY 
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Express & Star 




Save £6.71 per month on the printed edition*. Sign up now for a 

FREE 14 day trial. Get every edition of the Midlands Newspaper of the 
Year direct to your digital device within minutes of publication. All the 
news and sport plus interactive features including video. 

GO TO WWW.EXPRESSANDSTAR.COM/DOWNLOADAPP 


U AppStore 


'Digital subscription £4.99, compared with monthly direct debit print subscription £11.70. 
Total annual saving £80.52 


MNA Media 


CLUB NEWS 

Sent New chairman set 

of funds to fill Clark’s shoes 


QUARRY BANK 
ETWG 


The AGM of Quarry Bank TG 
was held on March 19. 

Detailed reports were 
given by the secretary and the 
treasurer. Both ladies were 
thanked for their most com¬ 
prehensive accounts and also 
for their work throughout the 
year. 

The guild was told that this 
year it had gained three extra 
members. It is hoped that 
they will enjoy our meetings 
and activities. 

Chairman Mrs Wright 
informed members that a 
letter has been received from 
Mary Stevens Hospice thank¬ 
ing the guild for its donation. 
The money was handed over 
as a result of last year’s 
charity efforts. 

Social Secretary Mrs 
Writtle gave final arrange¬ 
ments for the birthday lunch 
which was taking place on 
Tuesday March 26 at the Mill 
Hotel. 

A visit to Cotswold Laven¬ 
der is being organised for 
June 25. The visit will include 
a walk in the lavender fields 
and a visit to the lavender gift 
shop and tearoom. 

Speaker for the evening 
was one of the guild’s own 
members, Mrs Cartwright, 
who talked about her own 
Black Country childhood in 
the years between the wars. 

The evening concluded 
with tea and cakes provided 
by members of the commit¬ 
tee. 

The April 16 meeting will 
consist of a “Clinique” 
demonstration. 



Mary Clark flanked by treasurer Jill Yorke and officer secretary Marian Phipps 


AT the AGM, outgoing chairman Mary 
Clark, was presented with a bouquet in 
recognition of her services to the guild. 

Mary has been a very active member for 
many years and has served as chairman on 
three occasions over a total of seven years. 
With Mary in the picture are long-serving 
treasurer Jill Yorke and new officer secre¬ 
tary Marian Phipps. 

It was a very successful AGM and a full 
committee of 10 members was raised. 


SEDGLEY EVENING 
TWG 


As there was no speaker, the evening was 
left free for a social chat, cup of tea and a 
cake. The club is now looking forward to 
this year’s programme which will be 
unveiled at the next meeting. Meetings are 
on the third Monday in the month at 
Sedgley Community Centre at 7.15pm. 


Speakers booked for year 


GRANGE ‘E’ guild held its 
AGM at Grange Court, 
Prescott Road, Stourbridge 
on March 5. 

Retiring secretary Gillian 
Wakefield read the minutes 
of the previous AGM. A new 
committee was elected and 
newly-appointed secretary 
Jean Williams presented 


GRANGE ‘E’ 
TWG 


gifts to members of the retir¬ 
ing committee and thanked 
them for all their hard work. 

Jean reported that the 
guild had a full programme 
of speakers for the coming 


year. The guild meets on the 
first Tuesday of every 
month, except January, and 
is presently recruiting for 
new members. 

To join the guild or to 
come along as a guest, ring 
secretary Jean Williams on 
01384 832439 for further 
information. 
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COMPETITION 


Tuning into this 
new audio range 


MOBO award winner, Tinchy Stryder, joined forces with 
technology brand Goji last year and produced a 
dynamic and exciting collection of headphones and 
travel speakers, perfect for listening to music on the go. 

The Goji Tinchy Stryder: On Cloud 9 range is available 
exclusively at Currys & PC World and features in ear, on ear 
and over ear headphones and two travel speakers. 

To celebrate the arrival of spring, weVe giving one lucky 
reader the chance to win the whole Goji Tinchy Stryder: On 
Cloud 9 range including one of each style of the headphones 
and both travel speakers as well as £300 to spend in store at 



your nearest Currys and PC World. The collaboration 
between Tinchy Stryder and Goji, now in its second year, 
includes in-ear headphones priced at £29.99, on-ear head¬ 
phones at £49.99 and over-ear headphones for £69.99. Avail¬ 
able in three colours, rich red, dark black and polar white, the 
headphones provide a crystal clear sound; a tangle free cable 
and all come with a handy carry pouch. 

The white travel speakers have built-in Bluetooth connec¬ 
tivity, come with rechargeable batteries and include a stylish 
carry pouch, retailing at £24.99. The black speakers also 
include a hands-free phone connection for conference calling 
and 12-hour playback, retailing at £39.99. 

The Goji Tinchy Stryder: On Cloud 9 audio range has 
been designed with the style-conscious music lover in 
mind, balancing affordability and premium sound 
quality across all devices. 

Tinchy Stryder comments: “I've spent a lot of time 
working closely with the Goji team to make sure that the 
headphones and speakers all look and sound great and 
I can’t wait to get their feedback on the range. 

“I'm proud of what Goji and I have achieved over the 
last year and I'm especially glad that the charity I work 
closely with - vlnpsired - will benefit from the sales of 
my on-ear and over-ear headphones too.” 

• For the further details on the stylish range of prod¬ 
ucts check out www.currys.co.uk/g " ' 

www.pcworld.co.uk/goji 


c/goji and 


Currys r PC World 


HOWTO ENTER 


chance of winning, simply answer 


To be in with i 
this question: 

How many colours does the Goji Tinchy 
Stryder: On Cloud 9 headphone range come in? 

Send your answer on a postcard with your name, 
address and contact number to CURRYS Compe¬ 
tition, Chronicle series (editorial), 51-53 Queen 
Street, Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. Closing date: 
Thursday, April 11,2012. No cash alternative. Usual 
rules apply. Editor’s decision is final. Entrants must 
be 18 or over. 


Clothing Alterations 

For Ladies and Gents 

BRIDAL AND PROM 
DRESS SPECIALISTS 


Tues, Thurs, Fri & Sat 
9.30am - 4.00pm 

21 Upper High Street, 
Cradley Heath B64 5HX 
01384 826626 

30 High Street, 
Halesowen 
B63 3BB 
0121 585 0890 



SHOWROOM 

CLEARANCE 


LARGE SELECTION 
OF RISE & RECLINER 
CHAIRS 





WE WILL NOT BE 
BEATEN ON PRICEI 


£1000 port exchange for your old suite 


- II It’s a name you can trust. 

dreamworld „„ imnj ,, w 

Kingswinford DY6 7HU 
kingswinford Tel: 01384 295660 


Open: Mon-Sat 1 O am -5 pm Sun 1 0.30 am-4.30 pm 

Large free car park 1 
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IA mountain of molehills to 
bring a hole lot of trouble 


Brewery on I 
for a new tenant 

HOLDEN’S Brewery 
needs someone to take 
over at the New Inn, 
Coseley, after the previous 
tenants decided to stand 
down after more than a 
decade. 

But bosses at the 
brewery in Woodsetton, 
said they had so far been 
unable to find anyone to 
run the pub on a perma¬ 
nent basis. 

They urged anyone who 
is interested in the busi¬ 
ness to get in touch with 
them at the earliest oppor¬ 
tunity. For more details 
call Lucie Holden or her 
sister Abi Kemp on 01902 
880051. 

Event cancelled 
as stars pull out 

A CHARITY event at 
Merry Hill shopping 
centre had to be cancelled 
at the last minute after 
two of its stars were forced 
to pull out. 

Hundreds were 

expected to visit the Brier- 
ley Hill shopping centre to 
meet stars of TY sport and 
music. But they were left 
disappointed when organ¬ 
isers were forced to pull 
the plug on the event after 
TOWIE stars Mario 
Falcone and Tom Kilbey 
were called up for filming 
work. 

Tribute to Charlie 

A NEW lion cub at West 
Midland Safari Park will 
be named after a Kidder¬ 
minster youngster who 
died from a rare form of 
leukaemia. Charlie Harris 
Beard died aged two in 
February. Now the 
Bewdley safari park has 
announced it will name 
the male cub after him. 


MOLE hills seem to popping up 
here, there and everywhere. 

And according to pest control experts in 
the region there is likely to be an invasion of 
the burrowing creatures this year. 

Small piles of soil have suddenly emerged 
along grass verges by the side of roads, and 
gardens have also been blighted. 

Stourbridge mole catcher Christan Hems 
said he had been inundated with calls about 
the problem in the past month. The 40-year- 
old said: “We are in the middle of the breed¬ 
ing season but there seems to be more moles 
than ever before. 

“They come up to surface when they are 
looking for worms or a female mate. 

“I think the moles have been breeding 
more often though because of all the rain we 
had last year. I expect a bumper amount of 
moles this year.” 

Mr Hems, from Wordsley, who started 
running pest control firm Pestforce about 
five years ago, labelled the A449 between 
Stafford and Wolverhampton as the “mole 
motorway”. 

Stretch 

“It’s a bad stretch along there for moles,” 
he said. I don’t do one-off jobs for people who 
live there because the moles always return 
straight away.” 

Staffordshire mole catcher Jason Sales, 
aged 42, from Leek, does jobs in Eccleshall 
near Stafford. He said his workload had 
been rapidly building. 

“I’ve got so much work on,” he said. “The 
moles are breeding at the moment but there 
seems to be a lot more activity this year. It’s 
great for me, the more work the better.” 

He said moles favoured digging near the 
surface on farmland where the soil was 
looser. 

He also said they were attracted to “idle 
ground” such as grass verges that run along¬ 
side roads. Mole hills on the surface are 
caused by excess soil pushed up to the 
surface from moles as they dig tunnels under 
the surface. 


Mole catchers Aaron Turner, left, of 
Wednesbury and Christan Hems, of 

Wordsley are expecting a bumper year 

Brian Alderton, who helped set up the 
national British Traditional Molecatchers 
Register, where qualified mole catchers can 
be found and contacted, said: “The problem 
will be worse this year because of the reces¬ 
sion and the weather last summer. 

Mole catchers weren’t able to do their jobs 
because of the heavy rains. And people 
aren’t paying for a mole catcher service 
when money is so tight.” 


Mole hills littering this verge at the side of the road is evidence of the animal’s activity 


Schemes 
will ease 
changeto 
civvy life 

DUDLEY Council has 
vowed to do more for 
members of the Armed 
Forces, in the wake of uncer¬ 
tainty in the services. 

The borough council’s 
new Armed Forces Cham¬ 
pion, Councillor Dave Tyler, 
has spoken of new measures 
to help serving and ex- 
service personnel as they re¬ 
adjust to life in the borough. 

He said: “They put their 
lives on the line for us. The 
least we can do is make 
things as easy as possible for 
them.” 

Among the ideas the 
council has put in place are 
that every day a member of 
the Armed Forces serves will 
now be counted as a day on 
the council housing list. 

Councillor Tyler said: 
“They may not have been in 
council housing before, but 
suddenly are deployed back 
here or made redundant. We 
will make that process of 
moving between the Armed 
Forces wherever they are 
and into council housing 
here as seamless as we can.” 

Half-price access to a 
council leisure scheme 
would also be extended to 
serving forces personnel and 
reservists, he said. 

He added: “Some of those 
young men and women need 
to be very fit for their roles. 
We want to make the finan¬ 
cial burden of that as little as 
possible. 

“We’ve got some other 
ideas but these are two we 
can do quite quickly and at 
little financial cost. In 
reality they can happen now 
but we’re just waiting on 
paperwork.” 


star extra travel 


star extraTRAVEL 


> 1 # 


or 


CAT 5 

i^TYlcu^cke^ie^ 



Day excursion, Saturday 13 April 2013 


From 

£59.95 

per person 


Don't miss CATS, Andew Lloyd-Webber's extraordinary record-breaking, 
smash-hit musical as it returns to Manchester. 

Adapted from TS Eliot's 'Old Possum's Book of Practical Cats', this 
wonderful blend of fantasy, drama and romance is set on the night that 
the Jellicle Cats meet for the Jellide Ball in a sparkling fusion of music, 
dance and verse. 

With an amazing musical score that includes the timeless "Memory", 
spectacular set designs, stunning costumes and breathtaking choreography, 

CATS is a magical musical like no other. 

One of the longest-running shows in West End and Broadway history, CATS has enchanted 
audiences in over 300 cities around the world - now you too have the chance to experience this 
legendary musical phenomenon. 

• A Gallery seat with a face value of £27.50 for the matinee performance of Cats at the Opera House Theatre, 
Manchester. Please note the Gallery is high with steep steps - if you wish to upgrade to Circle seats with a face 
value of £32, there is a supplement of £5pp 

• Free time in Manchester 

• Return coach travel from Dudley, Walsall & Wolverhampton 


To book call: 0152437500 quote WOL 
or book online at: www.starextra.theatre.travel 



Day excursion, Saturday 8 June 2013 


An unprecedented live experience, exploding with heart-pounding music, 
passionate romance and sensationally sexy dancing. 

Seen by millions across the globe this worldwide smash-hit tells the classic 
story of Baby and Johnny, two fiercely independent young spirits from different 
worlds, who come together in what will be the most challenging and triumphant summer of their lives. 
Featuring hit songs, including Hungry Eyes, Hey Baby, Do You Love Me? and the heart stopping 
I've Had The Time of My Life. 

Don't miss your chance to see this truly spectacular musical theatre event. 

You'll have the time of your life. 

• A Grand Tier seat with a face value of £22.50 for the matinee performance of Dirty Dancing at the Palace Theatre, 
Manchester. Upgrade to Circle seats with a face value of £38.50 for a supplement of £20pp or stalls tickets face value 
£48.50 for a supplement of £30pp 

• Free time in Manchester 

• Return coach travel from Dudley, Walsall & Wolverhampton 


To book call: 0152437500 quote WOL 
or book online at: www.starextra.theatre.travel 


Organised by Omega Holidays, ABTAV4782. Subject to availability. 


Organised by Omega Holidays, ABTA V4782. Subject to availability. 
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Head of the pride 



West Midland Safari Park’s pride of lions enjoys the new 
Lion Rock, created as part of a new £750k exhibit 


A NEW £750,000 exhibit has opened at West Midland Safari 
Park more than a year after work first started on the major 
project. 

Realm of the Lions has been incorporated into the four- 
mile, self-drive safari at the attraction in Bewdley, which 
receives thousands of visitors every year. 

It includes a giant sculpted lion’s head rock feature from 
which a waterfall cascades into a pool below. As part of the 
project, som of the park has been landscaped to create the 
appearance of savannah grasslands, complete with boul¬ 
ders and plants. 

The new project, which spans almost seven-and-a-half 
acres, will also serve as a new reserve for the park’s pride of 
13 African lions. 

It has been designed in-house and was built under the 
supervision of the park’s creative designer David Powner. 
He said it had been a “massive project” for the attraction 
and was extremely proud of the result. “Design work 
started on it over a year ago. It was then modelled in clay to 
make sure the initial ideas worked and it looked the part,” 
he said. “The model was then used by our builders to create 
the real thing. This in itself was quite a task since they were 
working from a table-top clay model.” 


NEWS 


Fraud pair 
attempted 
to cheat the 
Post Office 


Baljit Nijjar had access to 
documentation needed to 
lodge a compensation claim 
because she worked at the 
post office on Stourbridge 
High Street, Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Magistrates Court 
heard. 

Her husband had previ¬ 
ously worked at the branch 
and both had run their own 
post office. 

The court heard how one 
of the packages was to be 
delivered just 400 yards from 
their Willenhall home in 
Marshall Road. A mobile 
number registered to Baljit 
Nijjar was used on one form, 
claiming she was the 
intended receiver of the 
goods, while the other form 
stated she was the sender. 

Prosecutor Mr John Dove 
said the claims, which were 
made within just three 
minutes of each other on 
June 13 last year, were an 


“attempted scam”. Baljit 
Nijjar filled gave the two 
packets to her sister-in-law, 
who she also worked with at 
the post office. Her sister-in- 
law processed them, believ¬ 
ing they were genuine. But 
afterwards Baljit Nijjar 
removed the parcels from 
the post bag, and they were 
never sent, said Mr Dove. 

The couple, both aged 36, 
pleaded guilty to two charges 
of fraud by false representa¬ 
tion. Mr Dove said she owed 
her sister-in-law £7,000 and 
was working at the post 
office without wages to help 
pay the debt. 

Both were given a six- 
week prison sentence, sus¬ 
pended for 12 months, with 
£1,155 costs each. They must 
also carry out 150 hours of 
unpaid work each. Mr 
Timothy Gascoyne, defend¬ 
ing, said his clients had suf¬ 
fered financial difficulties 
and were now insolvent. 


A HUSBAND and wife, who worked at a 
Dudley post office, tried to pocket £3,000 in 
fake compensation claims from Royal Mail. 

Parvinder and Baljit Nijjar, from Willenhall, said packages 
containing £500 and a £2,450 diamond ring had not reached 
their intended destinations. But they had never been sent 

1 by Adam Burling 

sation payouts. 
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ROBBIE 
< WILLIAMS 


Wednesday, June 19 
Etihad Stadium, Manchester 
Day excursion from £99. 95 

After three spectacular sell-out shows at London's 
02 Arena in November, Robbie Williams is to 
perform at Manchester’s Etihad Stadium next 
June. 

One of the world’s most successful recording 
artists, with a record 17 Brit Awards, 10 UK 
number one albums and seven UK number one 
singles including Angels and Millennium, the 
Take That star is expected to perform tracks 
from his recent album Take the Crown, which 
went straight in at number one along with its 
lead single Candy, the fast-selling male artist 
single of 2012. 

Book with Omega for a chance to see two of the UK’s 
biggest stars on the same bill in one of the highlight shows of 
2013. Oily Murs is special guest. Let them entertain you! 


Advertisement 


Suction offers another solution 


All on 4 is now here 


' M A CUTTING-EDGE development to help resolve the stabil- 
h ity problems faced by thousands of denture wearers is now 
* available. Denturist Steven Burchell Dip CDT RCS(Eng) 
" says the invention has the potential to improve the life qual- 
ity of those experiencing long-term problems with ill-fitting 
k teeth. The Ultra Suction teeth are held in place by tiny 
W valve-operated suction devices built into the dentures. 



One of the most advanced restora¬ 
tive options for denture wearers is 
availalbe in Wolverhampton and 
Dudley. An implant system called 
All on 4 offers a permanently re¬ 
tained full arch of teeth in a day. 

□ Call us for more details. 


Finding a traditional answer 

The work of the Denture Clinic has found satisfied customers from as far as 
Spain, the Isle of Skye, Anglesey and the south coast of England. Its hand¬ 
crafted dentures, made in laboratories on the premises, are known for their 
natural look, says clinic principal Steven Burchell Dip CDT RCS(Eng). “I re¬ 
main passionate about resolving problems for denture wearers and for 
many, quality, traditional dentures can bring about hugely effective results. 
We always aim to exceed expectations and strive for best clinical outcomes.” 


Ann’s transform 


A NN flashes an engaging smile and declares con¬ 
fidently: “I’m looking to join a choir - I love 
singing.” 

The retired general nurse, midwife and public health worker 
from the Midlands, continues: “It’s one of the things I want to 
do again, having been involved in a Finding the Voice course. 

“It’s such a joyous pastime and what’s more, it gives me 
pleasure while hopefully putting something back into life for 
others.” It is hard to imagine Ann shying away from anything - 
a consummate, articulate professional, who embraces life and 
opportunity with an infectious enthusiasm. 

But trouble with her teeth began to erode her positive ap¬ 
proach and she admits her self-image took a dive. I became 
too self-conscious of my teeth.” 

She adds: “Family get-togethers over meals became awk¬ 
ward for me because my teeth were not functional, but it was 
at my mother’s 90th birthday party it really came home to me. 
‘What’s the matter with your teeth? 

“She said ‘they’re all misshapen’. It 
was true. 

“My mother said what no-one else 
would say. It’s true also, teeth can be 
life-damaging.” Ann, who once worked 
in Australia before meeting her hus¬ 
band and returning to the UK, had suf¬ 
fered periodontal (gum) disease of her 
top crown. 


Denture 


iture f 
lie I 1 


www.denture-clinic.co.uk 

01384 348594 

Fresh Dental 
4 St Mary’s Road 
Bearwood 

Birmingham B67 5DG 


We’re on your doorstep 

Now open in 
Bearwood 


A WORKING union between two dental 
professionals is helping to bring about 
life-changing outcomes. Retired health 
professional Ann was one of their pa¬ 
tients. Read why now she’s finding a 
new harmony in life. 

My teeth look and 
feel just like my 
own* I cannot speak 
highly enough of 
both clinics which 
provided excellent 
treatment for me 


1 r: 1 jJy 


1 


Some teeth had become loose and 
twisted while other, more mobile teeth, 
had to be extracted. Her sister was a 
patient with Wolverhampton implantol- 
ogist Jonathon Pugh BDS MSc, princi¬ 
pal dentist at Parkdale Dental Clinic on 
Tettenall Road, and she persuaded her 
to have a consultation with him. 

Mr Pugh recalls: “Sadly, by this time, 


Ann’s gum disease was aggressive 
and far too advanced so we didn’t have 
the option to treat her gum disease. 

We had to extract all of her upper teeth 
and then place four implants to support 
an implant-retained denture.” 

Ann’s case was then referred to 
Steven Burchell Dip CDT RCS (Eng) 
of the Denture Clinic, which is now 


taking appointments in Bearwood, and 
he prescribed and made the pros¬ 
thetic. Mr Burchell, who also has a 
clinic in North Street, Dudley, says: 
“With the implant-retained top denture 
we could guarantee stabilisation, giv¬ 
ing Ann the smile she wanted and 
excellent functionality too.” 

Ann, a volunteer support worker at a 


hospice, adds: “I cannot speak highly 
enough of both clinics which provided 
excellent treatment for me. 

“My implant-retained dentures have 
made a great improvement to my ap¬ 
pearance and wellbeing. 

“My teeth look and feel just like my 
own. It’s been a good investment and 
offers a long-term solution.” 
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NEWS 



Beer festival is 
offering 40 ales 

FOUR pubs in Dudley 
borough are taking part in 
a 19-day beer festival. 

The event will be taking 
place at the Full Moon, 
Dudley, the Clifton, 
Sedgley, and the Abraham 
Darby and Waterfront Inn, 
both in Brier ley Hill. 

It will run until April 21 
and will feature new sea¬ 
sonal and speciality beers 
including a passion fruit 
beer, and coffee and choco¬ 
late bean beer. 

Full Moon manager 
Nanette Young said: “The 
festival promises to be 
great fun, and I am certain 
people will enjoy them¬ 
selves.” 

Walking event is 
all set to kick off 

DUDLEY Walking Festi¬ 
val will be held from April 
27 and May 5 and will con¬ 
clude with the popular 
Borough Trail. 

The event will begin 
with a charity bluebell 
walk around Cotwall End 
Valley on April 27. 

Residents can enjoy a 
wildflower walk around 
Saltwells Nature Reserve 
on April 28 and can join 
the Leasowes trail, Hale¬ 
sowen. People can also 
take a gentle stroll around 
Himley Hall and Park at 
10am on April 30. 

Family’s escape 

A MOTHER and her two 
children had to evacuate 
their Coseley home after 
their dishwasher caught 
fire. Firefighters were 
called to the house in The 
Paddock at weekend to 
bring the blaze under 
control which was caused 
by a suspected electrical 
fault. 


Region loses 4,400 firms to 
the recession, claims study 


THE West Midlands lost 4,485 businesses 
during the recession, according to the latest 
figures. 

In 2009 there were 191,550 active firms but by 2012 that 
had dropped to 187,065. Statistics also show that the Black 
Country alone lost 900 firms during the same period. The 
figures have been released by the Black Country Consor¬ 
tium, which is funded by the ■ . _ ...... ■ , . 

region’s councils. Jby Daniel Wainwright 

It shows the region suf¬ 
fered a disproportionate 
drop during the worst of the 


financial crisis compared 
with other areas as the 
overall reduction in busi¬ 
nesses in England was 
5,330. 

Yet despite the financial 
crisis the number of new 
businesses starting up has 
begun to increase. 

There were 3,310 new 
businesses in 2011 com¬ 
pared with 3,055 the year 
before in the Black Country 
and 19,555 in the West Mid¬ 
lands as a whole in 2011, 
compared with 17,805 in 
2010. 

There is still a long way to 
go before the region gets 
back to growth levels seen in 
2005, when 23,115 new 
businesses started up in the 


West Midlands including 
3,950 in the Black Country. 

There are currently no 
new statistics to show how 
they are faring. 

The latest figures show 
that in 2010, 13 per cent of 
new businesses failed 
within the first year com¬ 
pared with just over eight 
per cent the year before. 

Despite the drop, Wolver¬ 
hampton South East 
Labour MP Pat McFadden 
was optimistic for the 
region’s businesses. 

He said: “These figures 
seem to show a contrast 
with the national picture. 

“They show reasonably 
low levels of business insol¬ 
vency compared with an eco¬ 
nomic picture that is very 
weak,” he added. 


Chance to get exercise 

FITNESS and exercise specialist Evolve Outdoor Fitness is 
running two classes at two of Dudley Council’s parks in the 
coming months. 

Trail Fitness will run at The Leasowes in Halesowen and 
Park Fitness takes place at Mary Stevens Park in Stour¬ 
bridge. 

People can try out their first session for free with no obli¬ 
gation. For further information or to book a free class 
contact Chris Gardner on 07528 364712. 



Sophie Harris, aged 13, is through to the regional finals of a talent competition 


Sophie’s 
talent hits 
right note 

A 13-YEAR-OLD Dudley 
singer-songwriter is 

through to the regional 
finals of a talent competi¬ 
tion. 

Sophie Harris, of Cam 
Gardens, Pensnett, is one of 
only 25, out of more than 
200 to get to the regional 
final of Britain Does Variety 
on May 18 at the Lighthouse 
Theatre, Kettering. She will 
perform a medley of well- 
known songs and pieces she 
has written. 

The Kingswinford School 
pupil wowed judges in the 
last round by singing her 
own song called Goodbye 
Lullaby. 

In the next round she will 
be joined by sister Daisy, 
seven, and two school 
friends who will be her 
backing dancers. 

Sophie’s mother, Vanessa, 
said: “She has tremendous 
support from everyone. 
Sophie loves performing. 
Alongside singing and 
writing, she is also a ballet 
dancer and has recently 
auditioned for a role in 
Grease at Brierley Hill Civic 
Hall.” 


Cameras 
to stay on 
until film 
runs out 

SPEED cameras across the 
West Midlands will not face 
a blanket switch-off - and 
will instead keep catching 
motorists breaking the limit 
until they run out of film. 

It was originally thought 
the last 73 of the region’s 
305 speed and traffic light 
cameras would be automati¬ 
cally turned off at the end of 
March as part of a drastic 
cost-cutting moves. 

But instead sources have 
revealed transport chiefs 
will keep them on until the 
film runs out. Bosses are 
looking at the long-term 
future of the sites with a 
review currently consider¬ 
ing whether they could be 
converted to digital and 
turned back on in the 
future. 

The move would offset the 
soaring costs of processing 
outdated wet film but trans¬ 
port bosses have put back a 
meeting to debate whether 
to go ahead with the 
upgrade until May. 

In the meantime they are 
going to rely on mobile 
cameras in vans, doubling 
their fleet from two to four. 

West Midlands Police said 
it would require a “major 
upgrade” to keep the 
remaining 73 cameras that 
are still in use going. 

It is not known where the 
cameras that remain in 
operation are. 

Each camera costs an 
average of £220 a year in 
maintenance. However, the 
cameras can catch more 
than 65,000 people a year 
which would generate thou¬ 
sands of pounds in fines. 


Starkey Electrical Ltd 

/ n«inn. tlQAA CC1 70/1/1 A-fl O-fl CAO OAO 


Manor House, Manor Lane, Halesowen Domestic, 
Commercial & Industrial Electricians 

Office: 0844 561 7244 0121 602 8088 (24 Hour Call Outs) /07967 650567 

email: stuart@starkeyelectrical.co.uk www.starkeyelectrical.co.uk 



Starkey Electrical are committed to 
reducing our carbon footprint and will 

source the most energy efficient lighting 
solution available at competitive prices. 

Follow us on 

• For all your electrical 

• Competitive prices/ 

needs in your home, 

FREE quotations 

garden, driveway or 

• Energy saving LED 

office/ retail premises 

Lighting 

• Fuse board 

• Emergency call outs - 

replacements j 

7-days a week 

• Rewiring 

• Experienced 

• Landlord Certification 

electricians 

• General electrical 

NICEIC regulated 

maintenance 
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NEWS 


New planning rules aim 
to boost town centres 


OLD office blocks in the Black Country and 
South Staffordshire could be converted into 
flats without planning permission under 
new plans to relax rules and boost flagging 
town centres. 

But Walsall, Sandwell and Dudley have 
insisted on being exempt from the Govern¬ 
ment changes. 

Communities secretary Eric Pickles 
announced the new “permitted develop¬ 
ment” rights in January and Wolverhamp¬ 
ton is the only borough in the Black Country 
not to have asked for an exemption. South 
Staffordshire Council has also not sought an 
exemption from the scheme. 

The aim would be for offices to be turned 
into flats, encouraging more people to live in 
town centres and thus boosting trade in 


struggling high street shops. Property 
experts believe developers will be disap¬ 
pointed by the lukewarm response. 

Adrian Willet, a director in the develop¬ 
ment team at the Birmingham office of real 
estate company CBRE, said developers were 
keen to exploit the booming private rental 
market. 

He said: “The proposed planning relax¬ 
ation is significant in that it offers a fast- 
track solution to housing delivery. 

“With no need to make additional finan¬ 
cial contributions or include affordable 
housing, schemes which didn’t previously 
stack up financially become viable.” 

The permitted development right will be 
in place for three years and councils had the 
opportunity to seek an exemption. 


NHS deadline failure 


THE West Midlands will not 
meet the deadline for rolling 
out the new NHS 111 number 
this week, as fears also grew 
about increased hospital 
admissions. 

The region is one of 17 in the 
country which will not meet the 
April 1 deadline, with bosses citing 
“operational and technical issues”. 

However, it is feared patient 
numbers at accident and emergency 
departments could shoot up by eight 
per cent if people follow advice given 
on the 111 service. 

When people call 111 they will be 
asked questions about symptoms by 


a team of advisers supported by 
experienced nurses. 

They will then either be given self- 
treatment advice or be directed to 
the most appropriate local service 
such as a GP out-of-hours service or 
a hospital’s accident and emergency 
department. The number replaces 
NHS Direct and should in theory 
come into force on April 1. 

Warned 

Recently, the General Practition¬ 
ers’ Committee warned the 111 
service was being hampered due to 
badly trained staff and long waiting 
times on the phone. 

Wayne Bartlett, regional project 
director for NHS 111 in the West 


Midlands, said systems and 
processes were being reviewed as 
soon as problems were occurring. 

He added: “The NHS 111 service 
was launched in the West Midlands 
in a pre-testing phase for out-of- 
hours calls only. We have encoun¬ 
tered some operational and 
technical issues which we have 
immediately responded to.” 

Meanwhile, at a hospital board 
meeting in Wolverhampton this 
week, it was predicted that atten¬ 
dances in its A&E department could 
rise by eight per cent after the new 
number is introduced. 

The NHS Direct number - 0845 
4647 - will still be available in areas 
where 111 is being phased in. 


Fire risk in 
Beko goods 

RESIDENTS who own a 
Beko fridge freezer should 
check they are not at risk 
from a product defect. 

Some of the firm’s frost- 
free fridge freezers made 
between January 2000 and 
October 2006 have been 
found to cause fires. 

These have a serial 
number that begins with 
either 00,01,02,03,04,05 or 
06. The information can be 
found on a label inside the 
fridge. The company has 
asked that anyone with an 
affected model unplug it 
immediately and call free on 
0800 917 2018. For more 
information visit http://ref 
safety.beko.co.uk. 


Bra-vo to gym for 
charity aid scheme 



From left, Mayoress and Mayor of Dudley Michelle and Coun¬ 
cillor Melvyn Mottram and gym manager Romina Redfern 

BRAS of all shapes and sizes can be donated for a new 
charity campaign launched by a womens’ gym in Dudley. 

Energie Fitness for Women gym has taken delivery of a 
bra bank to kickstart their latest effort to boost charity. 

They are inviting women from the region to donate any 
unused bras to the gym in support of those suffering from 
breast cancer. 

The Mayor of Dudley, Councillor Melvyn Mottram, and 
the Lady Mayoress Michelle Mottram, arrived to help 
launch the scheme and lend their support to the cause. 

Bras will be collected ready to be recycled and sent to help 
cloth women in Africa. 

A cash payment will also be made with every bag the gym, 
in Old Park Road, manages to collect ready to give to the 
Against Breast Cancer charity. 

Gym owner Bal Dhillon said: “There are many positive 
sides to this such as the fact it helps those women in Africa 
and makes sure those garments are reused, and the charity 
benefits from the cash it receives from the business that 
comes to collect the bra bank. 

“We are a ladies gym and this seemed like a really good 
cause for us to support. The girls are always coming up with 
fundraising ideas and we like to dream up ways to help char¬ 
ities whenever we can.” 

She said both members and non-members of the gym are 
welcome to drop off bras as part of the campaign. 

For details or to arrange dropping off a donation visit 
www.effw.co.uk/dudley or call 01902 678777. 

Training programme 
gets the thumbs-up 

THE University of Worcester’s training of early years pro¬ 
fessionals has received the thumbs up from independent 
auditors. 

In 2011, the university was awarded one of only eight 
national contracts to educate and train Early Years Profes¬ 
sionals in England. 

The University is the lead provider of the new Early Years 
Initial Teacher Training Programme for the West Midlands 
and South West regions, where it also works with partners. 

The Quality Assurance Agency has now carried out its 
first audit of the programme since its introduction, result¬ 
ing in a report which highlighted 11 strengths and two areas 
of good practice. Head of Early Childhood at the University, 
Dr Karen Hanson, said: “This is fantastic. We work very 
closely with our partners to provide excellent training for 
Early Years Professionals, who are already having a signif¬ 
icant impact on the lives of many young children.” 



NO Changing Coaches - 

Lite M0iM% §ps@y] 


Weymouth 

29th April-3rd May 




Based in the family run Berkeley Hotel 
you can be sure of a warm welcome and J 
well equipped bedrooms with tea/coffee 
making, prime seafront position and a per¬ 
sonal attention to detail. This ever popular seaside resort 
is ideal for a carefree holiday, especially as you can en¬ 
joy the lighter evenings now the clocks have changed. 
This tour includes return coach transport accommo¬ 
dation in rooms with private facilities, English break¬ 
fast, evening meal with a choice of menu, two excur¬ 
sions plus various evening entertainment all for a 
price which is hard to believe. 



Book Now Limited Space- 

lst-5th July 
5th-9th August 


NO Hidden Extras 




O©0© ©6 

13th-17th Mav 5 Days £179 





MWICOHIIIl)© 

3rd-7th June 5 Davs £189 






13th-17th May 5 Days £179 



Pickups:- Dudley, Halesowen, Stourbridge 
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star ★extra travel 

For brochures please call (01902) 319999 (Mon to Fri, 9am to 5pm) 
or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 


STAR EXTRA TRAVEL, the travel department of the 
Express & Star, offers a wide range of short breaks and holidays. 
For your security, our tour operators are members of ABTA - the 
Travel Association and hold an ATOL (Air Travel Organisers 
Licence) for holidays by air. Prices are per person (unless other¬ 
wise stated). Please note Star Extra Travel is unable to take 
bookings over the telephone. Please read brochures/web pages 
for full description plus terms and conditions. Dates subject to 
availability. Coach pick up points offered: Dudley, Shrewsbury, 
Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton. 


Clovelly and 
North Devon Delights 


£219 


THE north Devon landscape is a delightful mix 
of picturesque villages, remote moorland and 
spectacular coastline that borders the mighty 
Atlantic Ocean. 

During this short break you will be able to enjoy the 
stunning scenery and visit some of the most beautiful 
areas including the privately owned village of Clovelly. 

Entrance is included to Clovelly where, using traditional 
materials and craftsmanship, the village is kept in the 
| style of the mid 19th century making you feel like you 
have stepped back in time. 

There is so much to see and explore here, maybe pay a 
visit to the excellent pottery and silk workshops or just sit back and absorb 
Clovelly’s unique atmosphere from the tiny, beautifully restored 13th century quay. 




You will be taken on a full day excursion along the North 
Devon coast visiting Lynton and Lynmouth. These two 
villages are nestled in wooded river valleys and linked 
together by a 120 year old cliff railway. Each 
village boasts a wealth of quaint curio, pottery and 
souvenir shops, a local history museum, plus an 
abundance of cafes and hotels if you fancy treating 
yourself to a Devon clotted cream tea. 

Visits are also made to Appledore where the narrow 
streets lead to a long tree lined quay and Barnstaple, 
capital of North Devon and one of the oldest towns in 
Britain. 


INFO 

•Return coach travel 

ss s crer rda “ om “ 

*Barnstaple P,ed ° re ’ Lynton ’ L y nm outh and 

a* R ~ Gar * n 

'apples 00 ™ SUbie0 * *° availabHy - ^PPtement 
Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


Coronation Festival 

at Buckingham Palace 


Two days departing July 13 



PRICE FROM 


£ 149. 95 


•Return coach travel 
•Overnight half-board accommodation 
•Admission to the Coronation Festival in Buckingham 
Palace Gardens (entry to Palace not included) 

•Visit to Windsor 

•Services of a coach driver/tour representative 
•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


A three-day rail break is also offered for this trip 
Organised by Omega Holidays (ABTA V4782) 


Royal Ascot 
on Ladies Day 


Day trip departing June 20 



PRICE FROM 


£ 89. 95 


•Return coach travel 

•Brunch-time full English breakfast with a glass of 
sparkling wine 

•Admission to the Silver Ring enclosure (upgrade offered) 
•Services of a coach driver/tour representative 


Organised by Omega Holidays (ABTA V4782) 


Chatsworth House 

and the Peak District 


Two days departing July 28 



PRICE FROM 


£ 89. 95 


•Return coach travel 

•Overnight half-board accommodation 

•Entrance to Chatsworth House and Gardens 

•Tour of the Peak District 

•Evening entertainment 

•Services of a tour driver 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


Chelsea 
Flower Show 


Two days departing May 24 



PRICE FROM 


£ 169. 95 


•Return coach travel 
•Overnight half-board accommodation 
•Admission to the Chelsea Flower Show 
•Visit to Windsor 

•Services of a coach driver/tour representative 
•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Omega Holidays (ABTA V4782) 


Settle Carlisle Railway The Isle of Wight 
and Pennine Waterways and Osborne House 


Four days departing June 21, September 13 



PRICE FROM 


£249 


•Return coach travel 

•Three nights half-board accommodation 

•Journey on the Settle-Carl isle Railway 

•Cruise on the Leeds Liverpool Canal 

•Visits to Ingleton, Skipton and Haworth 

•Services of a tour driver and tour manager 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Three days departing May 10 and Sept 27 



PRICE FROM 


£169 


•Return coach travel and ferry crossings 
•Two nights half-board accommodation 
•Entrance to Osborne House and Gueen Victoria’s 
private beach 

•Visits to Yarmouth, Alum Bay, Godshill, Newport and 
Ryde 

•Optional excursion to Carisbrooke Castle 
•Services of a tour driver 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Two Thames 
Cruises 


Two days departing 

May 18, June 22, August 17, September 21 



PRICE FROM 


£ 129. 95 


•Return coach travel 
•Overnight half-board accommodation 
•Two cruises on the River Thames 
•Services of a coach driver/tour representative 
•Single rooms subject to availability - 
supplement applies 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


Organised by Omega Holidays (ABTA V4782) 


Theatre weekend 
by rail 


Three days departing most Fridays 



PRICE FROM 


£ 189. 95 


•Return standard class rail travel (upgrade offered)! 

•Two nights bed and breakfast accommodation at your 
chosen three or four-star London hotel 
•Ticket for the Saturday evening performance of the 
West End show of your choice 
•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Please note the “from” price and price bands vary for each show 
Organised by Omega Holidays (ABTA V4782) 


Krakow 


Disneyland® Paris 


Four days various departure dates 


Three days, various departure dates 



PRICE FROM 


£389 


•Return flights 

•Three nights bed and breakfast accommodation 

•Guided sightseeing tour of Krakow 

•Visit to the castle district 

•Visit to Auschwitz-Birkenau 

•Services of a tour manager 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 



PRICE FROM 


£ 169 * 


•Return coach travel and channel crossings 
•Two nights bed and breakfast accommodation 
•Return transfers to the resort 
•One-day ticket to either Disneyland® Park or Walt 
Disney Studios® Park (upgrade offered) 

•Services of a representative 


‘Child prices from £119 (conditions apply) 


Organised by Riviera Travel (ABTA V4744, ATOL 3430) 


Organised by Newmarket Holidays (ABTA V787X) 


Lake Garda, Venice 
and Verona 


Eight days various departure dates 



PRICE FROM 


£599 


•Return flights 

•Seven nights half-board accommodation 
•Tour of Lake Garda 
•Guided tours of Verona and Venice 
•Tour of the Dolomite mountains 
•Services of a tour manager 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Riviera Travel (ABTA V4744, ATOL 3430) 
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What’s On! Halesowen 


Show set to serve 
up monthly laughs 

DUDLEY’S monthly 
comedy event is being held 
at Stourbridge Town Hall 
on Thursday April 4. 

The event showcases the 
best up and coming talent, 
giving audiences the 
chance to see cutting edge 
comedy at great prices. 

The show is not suitable 
for those under 18 and 
curry and rice is served 
during interval with a veg¬ 
etarian option available. 

The show starts at 8pm 
and tickets are £8. 

Spikey time from 
Dave at Town Hall 

DAVE Spikey is coming to 
Dudley Town Hall in April 
as part of his “Words Don’t 
Come Easy” tour. 

His new show includes 
tongue-tied parents 

explaining the facts of life, 
ridiculous newspaper 

stories, poeams, pathetic 
chat up lines, hospital 
speak, learning a foreign 
language and song lyrics 
described as “ranging from 
the lazy through surreal to 
the ridiculous”. 

The show is at 7.30pm on 
Saturday April 13. 

Tickets are £18.50 or 
£16.50 concession. 

Suggs tells of his 
life with Madness 

MADNESS frontman 
Suggs has turned 50 and is 
bringing his life story to 
Dudley Town Hall. 

Suggs My Life Story takes 
to the stage in a hilarious 
and moving show playing to 
rave reviews on April 19. 
Tickets cost £24.50. 


Jasper beats the Brum 
with show of nostalgia 


BRUMMIE funnyman Jasper Carrott has 
teamed up with one of his oldest friends for a 
new rock and pop show which is touring 
around Midlands venues in April and May. 

Made In Brum will use music and comedy for a nostalgic 
look back at the people, places and songs which made the 
sixties Brumbeat scene such an influential one. 

Jasper’s lifelong pal Bev Bevan, formerly of Brummie 
rock icons The Move and ELO, has assembled an all-star 



Brummie Jasper Carrott 


band featuring ex-Move gui¬ 
tarist Trevor Burton, former 
guitarist of The Rockin’ 
Berries Geoff Turton, Quill 
vocalist Joy Strachan-Brain 
and rock ’n’ roll singer 
Danny King. 

The show promises great 
music, anecdotes and of 
course a lot of laughs along 
the way. 

Tickets are going fast, 
with all three nights at Lich¬ 
field Garrick Theatre 
already sold out and only a 
few seats remaining for the 
additional show on May 9. 

Other confirmed dates 
include Dudley Town Hall, 
April 11, Birmingham 
Alexandra Theatre, April 25 
and 26, Wolverhampton 
Grand Theatre (May 25) and 
Sutton Coldfield Town Hall 
(May 30). 

Tickets are available from 
the venues or on the booking 
hotline 0121 323 2200. 


Poignant 
drama is 
to drive in 

HAVING enjoyed sell-out 
runs on Broadway and in the 
West End, David Esbjorn- 
son’s award-winning pro¬ 
duction of Alfred Uhry’s 
Driving Miss Daisy motors 
in to Wolverhampton Grand 
Theatre from Tuesday to 
Saturday, April 9 to 1, as part 
of an extended tour. 

The production stars 
Gwen Taylor, from Corona¬ 
tion Street, as Daisy 
Werthan, and Don Warring¬ 
ton, from Rising Damp and 
Death in Paradise, as her 
driver Hoke Coleburn. The 
cast also features Ian Porter 
as Boolie Werthan. 

The play tells of the rela¬ 
tionship between an elderly 
Jewish widow and her 
African American chauffeur 
in 1940s Atlanta. It was a hit 

Gwen Taylor, as Daisy Werthan, and Don Warrington, as Hoke Coleburn, in Driving Miss film starring Jessica Tandy 
Daisy, which is being staged at Wolverhampton Grand Photo: Nicholas Dawkes _and Morgan Freeman. 



Music show will 
be too darn hot 

TOO Darn Hot - the West 
End’s leading show band 
are is bringing a new show 
celebrating the Sounds of 
the 70s and 80s. 

The concert at Dudley 
Town Hall on April 16 will 
feature a selection of 
music including hits from 
ABBA, The Bee Gees, 
Bananarama, Barry 
White, Billy Joel, Donna 
Summer, The Jackson 5, 
Gloria Gaynor, Kylie 
Minogue, Madonna, 
Queen, Sister Sledge, 
Stevie Wonder, Tina 
Turner, Wham. 

The band features top 
West End singers and 
musicians, who have all 
performed in numerous 
West End shows such as 
Mamma Mia and Saturday 
Night Fever. 

The show starts at 2pm 
and tickets cost £11.00 

It’s just cricket 
for ranconteurs 

FOLLOWING the huge 
success of Sticky Wicket 
and Rain Stops Play, the 
team of raconteurs from 
BBC’s radio Test Match 
Special are on the road 
again with their new 
show - In The Box. 

Ralph Dellor once again 
hosts the evening with 
Test Match Special com¬ 
mentators and cricketing 
legends as they recall their 
favourite anecdotes. 

Ralph will be joined by 
Jeremy Cooney, Mike 
Gatting and Geoff Miller. 

The show is at Stour¬ 
bridge Town Hall on April 
16 starting at 7.30pm. 
Tickets are £18. 




Utgfj Street, Slarklfratlf 0121 501 5500 

_ Jlabltr Hmtis? Sc Entertainment Henne • (Canary Sc drill 

Great 3ar> • Great fmf • Great Entertainment !4 

APRIL 

Friday 5th 

DAVE GOLDING 



Saturday 6th 

A.K.A. SKA FACE 

Sunday 7th 

SUNDAY NIGHT IS 
. KARAOKE PARTY NIGHT!! ! 

Monday 8th 

SHANES KARAOKE 
NIGHT 

Tuesday 9th 

PREDATORS KARAOKE 

Wednesday 10th 

ADRIAN MICHAELS 

Thursday 11th 

STARMAKERS KARAOKE 


11 H« 

CHASSIS 


1HWP 


Sunday Carvery £4.95 12 noon-5 pm 



CARVERY TIMES flnlm/ 

Mon-Thuns %Muuujf 

12.00-2.30 pm, 6-8 pm OO /I C 
Fri-Sat 12.00-2.30pm E.O.Hu 
GREAT STEAK & GRILL DEALS 
NEW MENU 
Featuring Grills and Succulent Steaks 
Available 7 days a week 


We serve until 1am on Sundays, Midnight Monday-Wednesday, 1am 
Thursday, 2am Friday & Saturday DOORS CLOSE 11.00 pm Thurs, 
Fri, Sat, Sun • Strictly Smart Casual • l\lo Hats or Sportswear 

Find us at www.theknightsquest.co.uk 





Benjamins 

Banqueting * Suites 

WEDDING FAYRE 

Zl ST APRIL 2013 
11AM-4PM 

NEWLY REFURBISHED 
GROUND FLOOR 
CEREMONY AND 
RECEPTION ROOM 

CATWALK SHOWS, 

12 NOON AND 2PM 

Wedding Dresses, Bridesmaid Dresses, 

Mens Wedding Attire, Body Shop, 

Forever Living Heath and Beauty, 

Slimming World, Jewellery, Stationery, 

Photographer, Videographer, 

Starlight Backdrops, Sweet Carts, Ice Cream, 

Popcorn, Candy Floss, Waffles, Chocolate Fountains, 

Hog Roasts, BBQs, Childrens Entertainer, 

Car Hire, Party Tents, Chair Covers, 

Table Centre Displays, 

Balloons Displays, DJs, Entertainers, 

Drink Fountains, Post Box,Wishing Well 
and many more. 

Tel: 07792 017109 www.benjaminsbanquet.co.uk 
BENJAMINS, BIRMINGHAM STREET, HALESOWEN B63 3HN 
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What’s On! 

i 

■ 

■SATURDAY’S 

TV 6.04.13 




Listings supplied by Press Association 1 

CHOICE 

BBC1 

BBC2 

ITV 

CHANNEL 4 

CHANNEL 5 

DIGITAL 



Sid James 


The Many Faces of Sid 
James 

BBC2, 7.30pm 

Did Sid James have many 
faces? Only one really 
springs to mind, and 
although it was usually 
described in less-than- 
flattering terms (one critic 
once wrote that it 
resembled “an unmade 
bed”), it was, in a sense, his 
fortune. Sid was instantly 
recognisable, nobody else 
looked quite like him, which 
meant he was memorable 
- a trait every would-be star 
needs. This documentary 
examines the Carry On 
star’s extraordinary life 
and career, from his early 
years in South Africa to 
his success as an actor in 
the UK. 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday 
Kitchen Live. 11.30 Nigel Slater’s 
Simple Cooking. (R) 12.00 BBC 
News; Regional News; Weather. 

12.15 Football Focus. 1.00 Bargain 
Hunt. (R) 2.00 Homes Underthe 
Hammer. (R) 3.00 Escape to the 
Country. (R) 4.00 Final Score. 5.10 
Pointless Celebrities. (R) 5.55 BBC 
News; Regional News; Weather. 

6.15 Doctor Who. Clara wants to 
see something awesome, so 
the Doctor whisks her off to 
the inhabited rings of the 
planet Akhaten - where an 
ancient ceremony soon turns 
very grim. 

7.00 The Voice UK. Holly 

Willoughby and Reggie Yates 
host the second round of the 
talent contest, with judges 
Tom Jones, Jessie J, 
Will.i.am and Danny 
O’Donoghue. 

8.30 The National Lottery: Who 
Dares Wins. Nick Knowles 
hosts the game show in 
which two pairs of strangers 
team up, each battling to 
outdo the other by listing as 
much as they know about a 
given subject. 

9.20 Casualty. Two schoolgirls 
are brought in after being 
injured during a science 
exam, but when tensions rise 
between the pair, Zoe has to 
act as peacemaker to 
reconcile them. 

10.10 BBC News; Weather. 

10.30 Match of the Day. Including 
highlights of Reading v 
Southampton; National 
Lottery Update. 

11.30The Football League Show. 

Highlights of today’s games 
in the Championship, League 
One and League Two. 

12.55 Film: Deadline. (2009) 2.15 
Weatherview. 2.20 BBC News. 


6.00 This Is BBC Two. 6.40 Film: 
Irene. (1940) 8.05 Film: Odette. 
(1950) 10.00 A History of Britain by 
Simon Schama. (R) 11.00 Climbing 
Great Buildings. (R) 11.30 Map 
Man. (R) 12.05 Country Show Cook 
Off. (R) 12.35 Country Show Cook 
Off. (R) 1.05 Country Show Cook 
Off. (R) 1.35 Country Show Cook 
Off. (R) 2.05 Country Show Cook 
Off. (R) 2.35 Mastermind. (R) 3.35 
University Challenge. (R) 4.05 Flog 
It! (R) 5.05 The Great British 
Sewing Bee. (R) 

6.05 Film: Carry On Again, 

Doctor. (1969) A disgraced 
surgeon sets up a clinic in 
the hope of promoting a 
slimming potion. Comedy, 
starring Sid James and 
Kenneth Williams. 

7.30 The Many Faces of Sid 
James. Profile of the comic 
actor who is best known as 
the star of many Carry On 
films, tracing his career from 
his early days on Hancock’s 
Half Hour to his 1970s 
sitcom Bless This House. 

8.30 Dad’s Army. The platoon is 
picked to appear in an army 
training film. (R) 

9.00 Ql XL. Stephen Fry hosts an 
extended edition of the quiz, 
with Sandi Toksvig, Clive 
Anderson, Henning Wehn 
and Alan Davies answering 
questions on the topics of 
inequality and injustice. (R) 
9.45 Film: Coriolanus. (2011) 
Premiere. A general’s 
political career ends in exile, 
so he sides with an old foe to 
get revenge. Shakespearean 
drama, directed by and 
starring Ralph Fiennes. With 
Gerard Butler. 

11.40 Film: Shout at the Devil. 

(1976) Action adventure, 
starring Lee Marvin. 

1.50 This Is BBC Two. 


6.00 CITV: Mickey Mouse 
Clubhouse. 6.25 The Hive. (R) 6.35 
The Hive. (R) 6.45 Dino Dan. (R) 
7.00 Dino Dan. (R) 7.10 Canimals. 
(R) 7.20 Canimals. (R)7.25 
Bookaboo. 7.40 Matt Hatter 
Chronicles. (R) 8.05 Ultimate 
Spider-Man. 8.30 Almost Naked 
Animals. (R) 8.45 Almost Naked 
Animals. (R) 9.00 Jessie. 9.25 ITV 
News. 9.30 The Jeremy Kyle Show 
USA. (R) 10.25 My Tasty Travels 
with Lynda Bellingham. (R) 11.25 
Dinner Date. (R) 12.25 
Countrywise. (R) 12.35 ITV News; 
Weather. 12.50 Film: Columbo: 

The Greenhouse Jungle. (1972) 
2.25 Film: Escape to Victory. 

(1981) 4.30 The Chase. (R) 5.30 
Regional Programme; 
Weather.5.45 ITV News; Weather. 
6.00 You’ve Been Framed Rides 
Again! Harry Hill narrates a 
compilation show featuring 
some of the funniest clips 
sent in by viewers. (R) 

7.00 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night 
Takeaway. The Geordie duo 
battle it out one final time in 
Ant v Dec: Into the Unknown 
and the cast of Jersey Boys 
perform. Jonathan Ross is in 
the voiceover booth. 

8.20 The Cube. A former Butlins 
Redcoat and an estate agent 
try to complete a series of 
increasingly difficult tasks in 
the hope of winning a jackpot 
of £250,000. Phillip 
Schofield hosts. 

9.20 The Jonathan Ross Show. 

With Ben Kingsley, Audrey 
Tautou, Carl Froch and Alt-J. 

10.20 ITV News; Weather. 

10.35 Film: I Now Pronounce You 

Chuck & Larry. (2007) 
Comedy, starring Adam 
Sandler and Kevin James. 
12.40 Jackpot247. 3.00 Ladette to 
Lady: Australia. (R) 3.50 ITV 
Nightscreen. 


6.10 The Hoobs. (R) 6.35 

Freesports on 4. 7.05 British GT. 

7.30 The Grid. 7.55 Everybody 

Loves Raymond. (R) 8.25 Frasier. 

(R) 8.55 Frasier. (R) 9.30 The 

Morning Line. 10.30 Saturday 

Brunch. 1.00 The Grand National. 

5.10 Five Minutes to a Fortune. 

6.10 Channel 4 News. 

6.35 Stephen Fry’s Best Gadgets. 
Highlights from Gadget Man, 
the show in which the 
broadcaster shares his 
passion for technology. 

7.00 Sarah Beeny’s Selling 
Houses. Homeowners in 
Maidstone, Kent, look around 
one another’s properties for 
improvement ideas and then 
spruce up their own on a 
£1,000 budget, hoping to 
attract buyers. 

8.00 Walking Through History. 

Tony Robinson embarks on a 
five-day expedition along 
Dorset’s Jurassic coast to 
explore the county’s role in 
protecting Britain from 
invasion during the Second 
World War. 

9.00 Film: Taken. (2008) A 

former CIA agent puts his old 
skills to use in rescuing his 
daughter from a gang of 
European sex traffickers. 
Thriller, starring Liam 
Neeson, Famke Janssen and 
Maggie Grace. 

10.50 Derren Brown: Miracles for 
Sale. The showman 
investigates the reality 
behind faith healing in 
America, and chooses an 
unsuspecting member of the 
British public to adopt the 
guise of pastor and “miracle” 
worker. (R) 

12.25 The Grand National 

Highlights. 1.15 Film: Ju-On: The 

Grudge 2. (2003) 2.55 Hollyoaks. 

5.05 Deal or No Deal. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake! 10.15 Power 
Rangers Samurai. (R) 10.50 
Batman: The Brave and the Bold. 

11.15 How Do They Do It? (R) 
11.50 Film: Guns of the 
Magnificent Seven. (1969) 1.55 
Film: David Copperfield. (2000) 
5.35 5 News Weekend. 5.40 Film: 
Raid on Rommel. (1971) 

7.25 CSI: NY. A businesswoman is 
found dead under an ice 
sculpture with her heart 
completely frozen. The 
investigators identify liquid 
nitrogen as the cause and 
discover lots of suspects. (R) 

8.10 5 News Weekend. 

8.15 NCIS. The team flies to 
Israel, but receives a hostile 
reception from Ziva’s father, 
who is the head of Mossad - 
and Gibbs is forced to make 
a tough decision. (R) 

9.10 NCIS. Tony travels to North 
Africa on the trail of missing 
agent Ziva, but is taken 
hostage by terrorists in 
Somalia and given an 
ultimatum. (R) 

10.10 Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit. A serial killer 
targets the children of 
immigrants and the chief 
suspect’s lawyer insists his 
client has been brainwashed 
by right-wing propaganda on 
a talk show. 

11.05 Law & Order: Criminal 

Intent. Stevens suspects an 
innocent man may have been 
sent to the electric chair 
when the killing of a 
prostitute bears all the 
hallmarks of the murders for 
which he was executed. 

12.05 SuperCasino. 4.00 Nick’s 
Quest. (R) 4.50 County Secrets. (R) 
5.05 Hana’s Helpline. (R) 5.15 Roary 
the Racing Car. (R) 5.25 Hana’s 
Helpline. (R) 5.35 Roary the Racing 
Car. (R) 5.50 Hana’s Helpline. (R) 


BBC Three 

7.00 Merlin 8.30 Film: Shrek 
Forever After (2010) 10.00 Live at 
the Apollo 11.00 Family Guy 11.45 
American Dad! 

BBC Four 

7.00 South Pacific 8.00 David 
Attenborough’s First Life 9.00 Arne 
Dahl. New series. Swedish crime 
thriller, starring Irene Lindh. 10.30 
Goodbye Television Centre 
ITV2 

I. 45 Film: Peter Pan (2003) 4.00 
You’ve Been Framed! 6.00 Film: 
Uncle Buck (1989). Family comedy, 
starring John Candy. 8.00 Film: 

The Mummy (1999). Action 
adventure, starring Brendan Fraser. 
10.20 Celebrity Juice 11.10 Plebs 

II. 40 Film: The Interpreter (2004) 
ITV3 

2.55 A Touch of Frost 4.55 Agatha 
Christie’s Marple 7.00 Lewis. A 
student and a well-known criminal 
are murdered. 9.00 Endeavour 
11.00 A Touch of Frost 
ITV4 

11.00 Live Indian Premier League 
Cricket. Delhi Daredevils v 
Rajasthan Royals and Chennai 
Super Kings v Mumbai Indians. 

8.00 British Touring Car 
Championship Highlights 9.30 
Film: Carlito’s Way (1993) 

E4 

3.05 Charmed 4.00 Rules of 
Engagement 5.30 The Mindy 
Project 6.00 The Big Bang Theory 
7.00 Youngers 7.30 Happy Endings 
8.00 How I Met Your Mother 8.30 2 
Broke Girls 9.00 Film: Trading 
Places (1983) 11.20 The Big Bang 
Theory 
Film4 

2.55 Murder at the Gallop (1963) 

4.35 Spirited Away (2002) 7.00 The 
Day the Earth Stood Still (2008) 
9.00 What Lies Beneath (2000) 

11.30 Sorority Row (2009) 


TV Amplifiers for Pensioners 


As part of Amplifon’s National Campaign for The TV Amplifier will be given free to keep. 
Better Hearing we are now giving enquirers with batteries included. There is no obligation 
with hearing difficulties a FREE TV Amplifier to purchase and all genuine enquirers will be 
to help with everyday sounds around the home delighted with this free offer from Amplifon. 

- great for conversation, listening to TV, radio. 


even birds singing! Most people with hearing 
difficulties could benefit from this offer. 


Hurry limited stock available. 


FREEPHONE 0800 023 48 62 


/ first realised I was losing my 
hearing when I was struggling to 
hear the TV. I now wear hearing 
aids and no one complains about the 
volume on the TV anymore. ?? 




Quote 
LOC0304 « 


Dr Chris Steele MBl 



I Please tell me how I can claim my FREE TV Amplifier 

I Mr HD Mrs □ Ms I I (please tick) Other 

1 — _ 


Telephone_Mobile 

The National Campaign for Better Hearing is a trading nt 
Simply address your envelope to FREEPOST Amplifon. 


THE PLAZA MALI 


MARKET PLACE HALESOWEN 



Telephone: 0121 585 8611 


Out of hours: 07740193369 or 07706816144 


PHOTO ID NECESSARY 
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What’s On! 

SUNDAY’S TV 7.04.13 

Listings supplied by Press Association 


CHOICE 



Stephen Mulhern 

Catch phrase 
ITV, 6.45pm 

‘It’s good, but it’s not right,’ 
remains one of the best¬ 
loved game show 
catch phrases of the past 
20 years, largely because of 
host Roy Walker. Between 
1986 and 1999, the 
Northern Irish comedian 
owned that jovial series, but 
while Nick Weir and Mark 
Curry later attempted to 
breathe new life into the 
format, by the end of 
December 2002, it seemed 
that was that. Now, after a 
long rest, it’s Stephen 
Mulhern’s turn asking 
contestants and audiences 
to “say what they see”. As 
ever, players compete to 
guess the familiar phrases 
hidden in animated clues. 


BBC1 


6.00 Breakfast. 7.55 Match of the 
Day. (R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr 
Show. 10.00 The Big Questions. 
11.00 Flog It! 12.00 BBC News; 
Weather. 12.10 Points of View. 

12.25 Countryfile. (R) 1.20 Bargain 
Hunt. 2.20 Homes Under the 
Hammer. (R) 3.20 Walk on the Wild 
Side - Best in Show. 3.50 Fake 
Britain. (R) 4.20 Escape to the 
Country. (R) 5.20 Songs of Praise. 
6.05 Deadly 60 on a Mission. 

Wild alligators, bobcats, 
salamanders and 
rattlesnakes in Florida. 

6.35 BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 

7.00 Countryfile. Matt Baker and 
Julia Bradbury are in 
Northamptonshire, visiting 
the Grand Union Canal and 
the county’s hidden heritage 
sites. Tom Heap reports on 
Britain’s booming deer 
population. 

8.00 Antiques Roadshow. Fiona 
Bruce and the experts visit 
Cheltenham Town Hall, 
where items include a table 
with carved horse hooves for 
legs and espionage 
messages used in the 
Second World War. 

9.00 The Village. John is drinking 
heavily as the Middleton 
farm falls on hard times, 
leading to a shocking 
revelation about his past 
mistakes. Caro's mental 
health takes a downturn. 
10.00 BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 

10.25 Match of the Day 2. 

Including action from 
Tottenham Hotspur v Everton. 

11.45 Football League Trophy 
Highlights. 

12.25 The Sky at Night. 12.45 
Film: Evening. (2007) 2.35 
. 2.40 BBC 


Weatherview. 2.4 


BC News. 


BBC2 


6.00 This Is BBC Two. 6.30 Film: 
Hell Drivers. (1957) 8.15 
Gardeners’ World. (R) 8.45 The A 
to Z of TV Gardening. 9.30 The 
Beechgrove Garden. 10.00 
Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. 11.30 
Paul Hollywood’s Bread. (R) 12.00 
EastEnders. (R) 1.55 Triathlon. 

3.30 The Great Rift: Africa’s Wild 
Heart. (R) 4.30 Secrets of Our 
Living Planet. (R) 5.30 Coast. (R) 

6.30 Donald Campbell: Speed 
King. Profile of the man who 
set eight world speed 
records on water and land in 
the 1950s and 60s, using 
archive footage and first¬ 
hand testimonies of those 
who knew him. (R) 

7.30 Live MotoGP. Matt Roberts 
presents coverage of the 
Qatar Grand Prix at the Losail 
International Circuit in Doha 
(Start-time 8.00pm), where 
the opening race of the 
season takes place. 

9.00 Toughest Place to Be a 
Fisherman - The Return. 
Andy Giles revisits the Sierra 
Leone village he worked in 
18 months ago. 

10.00 Mock the Week Looks Back 
at Science and Technology. 

Another themed selection 
from the show’s archives. 

10.30 It’s Kevin. Comedian Kevin 
Eldon takes a trip backstage 
with trusty studio caretaker 
Bob. 

11.00 Film: Dead Poets Society. 

(1989) A teacher at a staid 
New England school in the 
1950s raises eyebrows by 
encouraging his pupils to live 
life beyond their 
expectations. Drama, with 
Robin Williams and Ethan 
Hawke. 

1.00 Sign Zone: A Very British 
Wedding. (R) 2.00 Holby City. (R) 
3.00 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Jungle Junction. 6.15 
Jungle Junction. 6.25 The Hive. (R) 

6.35 The Hive. (R) 6.45 Dino Dan. 
(R) 7.00 Dino Dan. (R) 7.10 
Canimals. (R) 7.20 Canimals. (R) 

7.25 Bookaboo. 7.40 Matt Hatter 
Chronicles. (R) 8.05 Kick Buttowski 
-Suburban Daredevil. 8.15 Kick 
Buttowski-Suburban Daredevil. 

8.30 Almost Naked Animals. (R) 

8.45 Almost Naked Animals. (R) 
9.00 The Aquabats Super Show. 

(R) 9.25 ITV News. 9.30 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show USA. (R) 10.25 
Dickinson’s Real Deal. (R) 11.25 
ITV News; Weather. 11.35 Film: 
Columbo: Swan Song. (1974) 1.35 
I Love You’ve Been Framed! (R) 

2.35 Doc Martin. (R) 3.35 Food 
Glorious Food. (R) 4.35 Film: The 
Scorpion King. (2002) Fantasy, 
starring Dwayne Johnson. 

6.15 Regional Programme; 
Weather. 

6.30 ITV News; Weather. 

6.45 Catchphrase. 

7.30 Off Their Rockers. New 

series. Senior citizens play 
pranks on the public. 

8.00 Foyle’s War. The detective is 
drawn into the strange 
murder of a former high- 
ranking Nazi who had been 
hired by MI5 due to his 
expert knowledge of Soviet 
intelligence. Last in the 
series. 

10.00 Perspectives: Portillo on 
Picasso. Michael Portillo 
explores the life and work of 
Pablo Picasso. 

11.00 ITV News; Weather. 

11.15 Who Killed My Dad? - The 
Death of Terry Lloyd. The 
war reporter’s daughter 
returns to the scene of his 
death in Iraq. (R) 

12.25 The Store. 2.30 Monk. (R) 
3.10 ITV Nightscreen. 5.05 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 


CHANNEL 4 


6.00 The Treacle People. (R) 6.10 
The Hoobs. (R) 6.35 FIA GT1. 7.30 
Triathlon. 8.00 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.30 Frasier. (R) 
9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 Sunday 
Brunch. 12.00 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 12.25 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 12.55 The Simpsons. 
(R) 1.25 The Simpsons. (R) 1.55 
Film: A Knight’s Tale. (2001) 
Comedy adventure, starring Heath 
Ledger. 4.30 Deal or No Deal. 5.30 
The Real King’s Speech. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Nick Hewer: Countdown to 
Freetown. The Countdown 
host embarks on a mission 
to tow an industrial saw and 
generator 5,000 miles to the 
capital of Sierra Leone, 
where he will present his gift 
to a young carpenter. 

8.00 The Secret Millions. Dave 
Fishwick opens a job centre 
to find work for young 
people from challenging 
backgrounds, aiming to 
introduce employers to 
candidates they would not 
normally consider hiring. 
9.00 Film: The King’s Speech. 
(2010) Premiere. The son of 
George V seeks the help of 
an eccentric Australian 
speech therapist as he rises 
suddenly to the throne. Fact- 
based drama, with Colin Firth 
and Geoffrey Rush. 

11.20 Film: Nine to Five. (1980) 
Three female office 
employees grow weary of 
their chauvinistic boss and 
set out to teach him a lesson. 
Comedy, starring Dolly 
Parton, Jane Fonda, Lily 
Tomlin and Dabney Coleman. 

1.20 Film: Sherrybaby. (2006) 

3.00 Southland. (R) 3.40 St 
Elsewhere. (R) 4.30 Come Dine 
with Me. (R) 5.25 Deal or No Deal. 
(R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 
Roary the Racing Car. (R) 6.15 Fifi 
and the Flowertots. (R) 6.25 Bert 
and Ernie’s Great Adventures. (R) 

6.30 The Mr Men Show. (R) 6.45 
Olive the Ostrich. (R) 6.50 Abby’s 
Flying Fairy School. (R) 7.00 
Roobarb and Custard Too. (R) 7.05 
Bananas in Pyjamas. (R) 7.20 
Animal Antics. (R) 7.25 Noddy in 
Toyland. (R) 7.40 City of Friends. 
(R) 7.50 Little Princess. (R) 8.05 
The Adventures of Bottle Top Bill 
and His Best Friend Corky. (R) 8.20 
Angelina Ballerina. (R) 8.30 Mio 
Mao. (R) 8.40 Castle Farm. (R) 

8.45 Rupert Bear. (R) 9.00 Ben and 
Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 9.15 
Toby’s Travelling Circus. (R) 9.30 
Roary the Racing Car. (R) 9.45 
Jelly Jamm. (R) 10.00 Power 
Rangers Samurai. (R) 10.35 
Batman: The Brave and the Bold. 

11.00 Cowboy Builders. (R) 12.00 
Film: Pooh’s Grand Adventure: The 
Search for Christopher Robin. 

(1 997) 1.30 Film: Adventures in 
Babysitting. (1987) 3.20 Film: 
Tinker Bell and the Lost Treasure. 
(2009) 4.55 5 News Weekend. 5.00 
Film: Practical Magic. (1998) 

6.50 Film: Miss Congeniality 2: 
Armed and Fabulous. 

(2005) Comedy sequel, 
starring Sandra Bullock. 

9.00 Once Upon a Time. New 
series. The fantasy drama 
returns. The people of 
Storybrooke remember their 
past lives. 

10.00 Person of Interest. 

10.55 Film: Bulletproof. (1996) 
Action comedy, starring 
Adam Sandler. 

12.35 Campus PD. 1.05 
SuperCasino. 4.00 Nick’s Quest. 

(R) 4.50 County Secrets. (R) 5.05 
Hana’s Helpline. (R) 5.15 Roary the 
Racing Car. (R) 5.25 Hana’s 
Helpline. (R) 5.35 Roary the Racing 
,p " " 1 ’“ Helpline. (R) 


Car. (R) 5.50 Hana’s F 


DIGITAL 


BBC Three 

7.00 The Voice UK 8.35 Film: How 


rely Legal 

Guy 11.50 American Dad! 

BBC Four 

7.00 Vatican -The Hidden World 
8.00 Mark Lawson Talks to Michael 
Ball 9.00 Motor Racing at the BBC: 
That Petrol Emotion 9.30 Caravans: 
A British Love Affair 10.30 From the 
Sea to the Land Beyond: Britain’s 
Coast on Film 11.45 Les Mis at 25: 
Matt Lucas Dreams the Dream 
ITV2 

3.50 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night 
Takeaway 5.10 You’ve Been 
Framed! 6.10 Film: Babe (1995) 
8.00 You’ve Been Framed! Funniest 
1 00 9.00 Film: The Holiday (2006) 
11.40 Celebrity Juice 

ITV3 

2.50 Film: The Pure Hell of St 
Trinian’s (1960) 4.40 Wycliffe 5.50 
Agatha Christie’s Poirot 7.55 An 
Audience with Diana Ross 9.00 
Film: Bird on a Wire (1990) 11.15 
Agatha Christie’s Marple 

ITV4 

11.00 Live Indian Premier League 
Cricket. 8.00 Brian Lara: Sports Life 
Stories 9.00 Cycling: Paris-Roubaix 
Highlights 10.00 Film: American 
Gangster (2007) 

E4 

5.00 Revenge 6.00 The Big Bang 
Theory 7.00 New Girl 7.30 The 
Mindy Project 8.00 Film: Big 
Momma’s House (2000) 10.00 
Rude Tube 11.00 The Body 
Shocking Show 11.30 The Big Bang 
Theory 
Film4 

3.00 The Cat Returns (2002) 4.35 
The Golden Compass (2007) 6.45 
The Jewel of the Nile (1985) 
Comedy adventure sequel, starring 
Michael Douglas. 9.00 Unknown 
(2011) 11.15 Memento (2000) 


TV Amplifiers for Pensioners 


Please tell me how I can claim my FREE TV Amplifier 

Mr □ Mis JZH Ms □ (please tick) Other_ 


As part of Amplifon’s National Campaign for The TV Amplifier will be given free to keep. 


ith batteries included. There is no obligation 
purchase and all genuine enquirers will be 


Better Hearing we are now giving enquirers 
with hearing difficulties a FREE TV Amplifier 
to help with everyday sounds around the home delighted with this free offer from Amplifon. 
- great for conversation, listening to TV, radio, 
even birds singing! Most people with hearing 
difficulties could benefit from this offer. 


Hurry limited stock available. 


/first realised I was losing my 
hearing when I was struggling to 
hear the TV. I now wear hearing 
aids and no one complains about the 
volume on the TV anymore. 5? 


FREEPHONE 0800 023 48 62 




Quote 
LOC0304 « 


Dr Chris Steele MBE 



The National Campaign for Better Hearing is a trading nar 
Simply address your envelope to FREEPOST Amplifon. 


2 of Amplifon Ltd. 



EPSON Lexmark brother Cmw» OKI EPSON Lexmark brother 


Canon 


OKI Q 




Inkjet & Laser Toner Cartridges 



HP364XL 

Original Black £14.99 
Colour £13.32 each 
Less4ink £9.99 each 


HP CB540A 
Black £59.99 
Colour £56.66 each 
Less4ink Black £46.99 
Less4ink Colour £44.99 each 





i/SDSfiC* 


Lexmark 100 Black 
£14.79 
Colour 
£9.99 each 


HP Q6000A 
Black £66.63 
Colour £73.18 each 
Less4ink Black £37.99 
Less4ink Colour £37.99 each 


EPSON T1281 
Black £7.99 

Original Colour £7.99 each 
Less4ink Colour £5.99 each 



HP940XL 
Black £25.51 
Colour £16.28 each 
Less4ink 
Black £19.99 
Colour £11.99 each 


4 


EPSON T0711 
Black £8.99 
Colour £8.99 
Less4ink Colour £6.63 


Samsung MLT - D1082s 
Original £51.07 
Less4ink £32.76 





Brother LC1240 
Black £17.35 
Colour £11.10 each 
Less4ink £9.99 each 
Colour £6.99 each 


HP300XL 
Colour £24.99 
Less4ink 

(exchange cartridge) 
£15.99 


16GB USB £14.99 
8GB USB £8.49 
4GB USB £6.99 
2GB USB £4.99 



SPECIAL OFFER 

Buy a Set of 4 Iess4ink 
Cartridges and get 1 Cartridge FREE 
Less4ink Compatible Inkjet 
Cartridges from £1.99 


1 

less 


4ink 


COMHJTtK eSSCNTIAIS 


PRINTER CARTRIDGE CENTRES 

PRICE 

We won’t be beaten on price 
HAGLEY STREET 

HALESOWEN TOWN CENTRE (next to W.H.Smith) 
Tel: 0121 550 7333 sales@less4ink.co.uk 
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What’s On! 


Film Choices T 


Pick of the Week 


MONDAY 

Lone Rider, Channel 5, 3.20pm 

A veteran of the American Civil War returns to his home 
town to discover a former friend, who has become a 
ruthless land baron, is intent on seizing his father’s 
ranch, forcing the hardened soldier to take up arms 
once more to protect his family and property. Western, 
starring Lou Diamond Phillips. (2008) 

Young Guns, Channel 5,11pm 

Petty crook Billy the Kid is taken in by English farmer 
John Tunstall and given a job as a ranch hand. 

However, when Tunstall is murdered by a business rival, 
Billy and the rest of his “regulators’ set out to avenge his 
death, leading them into conflict with the law - and 
marking the start of Billy’s notoriety as a gunslinger. 
Western, with Emilio Estevez. (1988) 

TUESDAY 

The Ladykillers, BBC1,11.35pm 

A criminal mastermind posing as a professor rents a 
room in the Deep South from an elderly woman in a bid 
to tunnel through her basement to a nearby casino. 
However, the unsuspecting landlady unintentionally gets 
in the way of his plans. Tom Hanks stars. (2004) 



Young Guns, Monday, Channel 5,11pm 


WEDNESDAY 
Ladder 49, BBC1,11.05pm 

A fireman becomes trapped in a burning building and, 
aware his chances of survival are slim, reflects on the 
events that led him to his chosen career. He recalls his 
rise from the station’s laughing stock to a respected 
member of the team, and the effect his dangerous 
profession has had on his family. Meanwhile, his mentor 
is battling to get him out of the building alive. Drama, 
with Joaquin Phoenix and John Travolta. (2004) 

THURSDAY 

One Mile Away, Channel 4,11.10pm 

Penny Woolcock’s documentary charts the efforts of 
warring gangs the Burger Bar Boys and the Johnson 
Crew to bring peace to their neighbourhoods in inner- 
city Birmingham. (2012) 

FRIDAY 

Paycheck, BBC1,11.55pm 

An engineer carries out a top-secret job on the 
understanding that his knowledge of the task will be 
erased from his mind afterwards to protect his 
employer’s intellectual property. However, waking after 
the memory-wiping procedure, he is shocked to learn 
he had somehow agreed to waive the huge payment 
due to him - and is wanted for a murder he does not 
remember committing. John Woo’s thriller, starring Ben 
Affleck, Uma Thurman and Aaron Eckhart. (2003) 


Boxing match sets 
the alarm bells ringing 


T here’s nothing like a good, old- 
fashioned reunion, is there? At 
first glance, The Security Men 
doesn’t seem to be contain one, but 
if you look a little deeper, there are a 
couple... 

Initially, you may think that the 
pairing of Caroline Aherne and 
Bobby Ball is a strange one. 

Okay, so they’re both well-known for 
their collaborations with others - 
Ball with his long-standing 
comedy partner Tommy Cannon 
and Aherne most notably with Craig 
Cash, with whom she created The 
Royle Family - but their comedy 
styles have little in common. 

But they’re together for this new 
offering, and not for the first time 
either - their first collaboration came 
with The Fattest Man in Britain, 
which aired in 2009. 

That one-off comedy drama also 
featured Brendan O’Carroll, who 
appears here too, and was 
co-written by Aherne and Joe Pope; 
they’ve created this series, for which 
ITV’s head honchos have very high 
hopes indeed. ITV’s director of 
entertainment and comedy Elaine 
Bedell says of it: “We’re absolutely 


delighted to be working with 
Caroline and Jeff, two writers at the 
top of their game. 

“I’m a huge fan of both and 
believe together they have created 
some of the best comedy scripts for 
television. 

“Combined with the talent and wit 
of our cast, The Security Men is a 
very fresh and exciting project for 
ITV.” 

Sadly Aherne won’t be acting in 
the series, but Ball and O’Carroll will 
be joined on screen by Paddy 
McGuinness, Peter Wight and Dean 
Andrews. 

The plot of each episode focuses 
on the working lives of security 
guards working the night shift at a 
fictional Manchester shopping 
centre called The Whittington. 

The guards are supposed to 
spend their time making sure the 
place is safe and burglar-free; in 
reality, they’re a bunch of work-shy 
individuals who would prefer to 
avoid working at all - in fact, they 
expend far more energy avoiding 
the watchful eye of their boss than 
they do carrying out their duties. 


The first episode sees them 
desperate to watch a televised 
boxing match, and think they’ve 
worked out a way to make it 
possible - if they switch off the 
alarms they can enter an electrical 
store and simply watch the bout on 
one of its big-screen, surround- 
sound, state-of-the-art TVs. 

What can possibly go wrong? 

Well, as you may have guessed, an 
awful lot in a very short space of 
time... 

If The Security Men takes off, will 
this mean the end of The Royle 
Family? Aherne hasn’t made a 
decision on that, but seeing as 
the last few Christmas specials 
featuring the layabout clan have 
been rather disappointing, few 
would be sad to say farewell to them 
- and perhaps the writer/director/ 
actress could use a fresh start with 
new characters 

This is her first new comedy 
series for more than a decade, 
since the short-lived Dossa and Joe 
in 2002, and she could probably use 
a hit. Let’s hope The Security 
Guards is it - and is worth waiting 
for. _ 



Bobby Ball and Brendan O’Carroll star in The Security Men, Friday, ITV, 9pm 


Best of the Rest 


MONDAY 
Broadchurch 
ITV, 9pm 

ITV isn’t giving much away about this drama, 
and thank goodness for that. You may think you 
want to know exactly what’s going on, but take a 
second to think about that - do you really want 
to know every single intricate twist and turn? Do 
you really want to know who killed Danny 
Latimer before anybody else? Okay, so it might 
be fine and dandy to have the kudos of being ‘in 
the know’, but that would soon wear off, and 
you’d be left wondering why you’d spoilt the 
suspense for yourself. So... what can we tell you 
about this week’s plot? Well, the locals are about 
to gather together to mourn Danny’s passing. 

But while doing that, a new suspect in his 
murder comes to light. 

The Prisoners 
BBC1, 9pm 

This new, three-part documentary series focuses 
on convicts stuck in a vicious circle - some of 
them, it seems, are no sooner let out onto the 
streets before reoffending and ending up back 
inside. The opening edition takes a look at the 
lives of inmates at Holloway Prison in London, 
which in the past has housed such infamous 
figures as Ruth Ellis, Myra Hindley, Diana 
Mosley and Maxine Carr. The women featured 
here aren’t as notorious, but their lives are 
extraordinary in a way. Jayde is only 18 but this 
is her sixth spell in jail, while 23-year-old Crystal 
claims she feels at home at Holloway, having 
been a regular there for the past six years. 


TUESDAY 

UEFA Champions League Live 
ITV, 7.30pm 

Galatasaray host European giants Real Madrid 
in this quarter-final second-leg clash at the Turk 
Telekom Arena in Istanbul. With last week’s 
reverse fixture at the Bernabeu fresh in their 
memories, both clubs will be looking to do 
enough here to book a place in the competition’s 
semi-finals, and take the next step toward its 
conclusion at Wembley Stadium next month. 
Whatever the outcome of the first leg, the 
Turkish outfit will have to improve upon their 
home form in this season’s competition, 
having won just once in front of their own 
fans, that being a TO victory in the group 
stage against a depleted Manchester 
United side. 

WEDNESDAY 

Victoria Wood’s Nice Cup of Tea 
BBC1, 9pm 

Apparently, this two-part documentary 
had the working title The Great 
British Cuppa, which made it sound 
like a televised contest to be 
judged by Mary Berry, with 
marks deducted for letting the 
leaves stew too long. Instead 
though, it’s a two-part 
documentary which sees one 
national institution, Victoria 
Wood, celebrating the history 
of another, the cup of tea. But 
it seems the humble brew 


hasn’t always had such a cosy image. In the 
past, tea has helped to trigger wars - and aided 
Britain in winning them. Victoria’s quest to find 
out how this small, exotic plant came to pay 
such a big part in British life takes her from the 
back streets of Kolkata to the mega city of 
Shanghai. 

THURSDAY 
James May’s Man Lab 
BBC2, 8pm 

In Poole, 1973, James May Snr, lost his 
wedding ring on the beach at Sandbanks. 
Thankfully, his quick-thinking wife 
returned with a deep fat fryer 
basket so they could sieve the 
sand and find the ring. Alas, they 
failed. So, with the aid of 
geomorphologist Vincent May (no 
relation), James May Jnr pulls 
out all the stops in the hope of 
finding his dad’s beloved 
ring four decades on. 

He also develops a 
gadget (aka model 
train) which can filter 
junk mail, and 
recaptures the spirit 
of pirate radio, 
with the aid of a 
canal barge, a 3G 
box of tricks, six 
sim cards and 
plenty of other 
hi-tech gubbins. 


Jodie Marsh: Bullied 
Channel 5,10pm 

Last week we saw glamour model-turned- 
bodybuilder Jodie Marsh jet off to the USA on a 
fact-finding mission; she wanted to know how 
the American education system was dealing with 
bullying. What she discovered was rather 
enlightening, and now she wants to introduce 
some of its methods to the UK, where almost 
half of children claim they have suffered from 
some form of bullying. Jodie visits Carlton 
Community College in Barnsley, a school with a 
troubled past whose new headmaster, Neil 
Hutchinson, wants to turn its fortunes around - 
can Jodie and her anti-bullying campaigner 
friend Alex give him the help he needs? 

FRIDAY 

Isaac Newton: The Last Magician 
BBC2, 9pm 

At first glance, the title of this one-off 
documentary may seem a bit unlikely. After all, 
Isaac Newton is considered to be a genius, a 
great rationalist who laid the foundation for many 
scientific and mathematical breakthroughs. So, 
surely he didn’t have a sideline in pulling rabbits 
out of hats? Well, no, but it turns out he did have 
an interest in the alchemy, heretical religion and 
the occult. His more controversial obsessions 
were glossed over in the wake of his death to 
protect his reputation, but when economist John 
Maynard Keynes bought Newton’s papers in 
1936, the truth began to emerge - and this 
documentary offers further insights into a 
complicated man. 



|fi 


14 Hagley Road, Halesowen (town centre) 

0121 5509800 


DOMCSTICS 

of H a / a s o um o n 


Why buy secondhand or 
pay large repair costs 
when you can buy new 
at realistic prices 


SALES • SPARES • REPAIRS 



• Larders From 

£89 

• Cookers From 

£139 

• Freezers From 

£99 

• Dryers From 

£99 

• Large Selection of 


• Spinners From 

£99 

Vacuums From 

£39 


Open Monday - Thursday 8 am - 4.30 pm. Friday - Saturday 9 am 

-4 pm 


We also repair • Washers • Cookers • Refrigeration 

All Items Carry A 12 Month Full Guarantee 
Plus More Electrical Goods In Stock 


-JOHN T. HARRIS 


BLACKHEATaFlRNmiE&BEDROOM CENTRE 



Stockists of 

Sherborne 

Upholstery 

Unbeatable prices on 
3 piece suites, high seated 
chairs ‘Lift and Rise’ recliners 



Closed all day Thursday* Private carpark • Disabled access 



Stuart & Neil 
Hodgkins 

WATCH REPAIRERS, 
JEWELLERS & ENGRAVERS 
151 HIGH STREET, 
BLACKHEATH B65 0EA 

(Next to the new library) 

TELEPHONE: 

0121 559 7156 


Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages 
from £499 


(including fire) 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Kwik Fit on Long Lane) 

Telephone 0121 559 9985 ^ 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 

www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 
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Brain Gym 


No.215 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


w 

2 

F 

3 

K 

4 

1 

5 

z 

6 

T 

7 

Q 

8 

V 

9 

c 

10 

L 

11 

N 

12 

E 

13 

R 

14 

B 

15 

X 

16 

M 

17 

H 

18 

u 

19 

Y 

20 

A 

21 

s 

22 

o 

23 

P 

24 

D 

25 

G 

26 

J 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

6. Produce an eviction 


order? (4,3) 

7. Penny loaf? How 
funny! (5) 

9. How a motorist can 
correct a glaring 
error (3) 

10. She gets the thea¬ 
tre in an uproar (9) 

12. It describes Adam 
or I (5,6) 

15. Decline to acknowl¬ 
edge applause 
- and retire! (4,4,3) 

17. Rose spray? (9) 

19. The last thing one 
aims for (3) 

21. Feeling irritable? 

(5) 

22. Feeling fed-up? (7) 


Down 

1. His victims lose 
heart (5) 

2. Person who 
discredits an old 
woman (3) 

3. One type has four 
heels, another none 
at all (4) 

4. It’s for the rest of 
the cast (5,4) 

5. His fare is too much 

(7) 

8. Fit a support with 
hesitation (6) 

11. I’ll get him prepared 
for publicity’s glare 
(9) 

13. Capital form of 
punishment (6) 

14. They’re trodden 
underfoot (7) 

16. One I form out of 
uniformity (5) 

18. It’s flat and square 

(4) 

20. He gets red if a 
stranger addresses 
him! (3) 



Quick Clues: 

Across 


Advance (7) 

1. Attire (5) 

Body of troops (5) 

2. Perform (3) 

Employ (3) 

3. Average (4) 

4. Sleeping room (9) 

Cancellation (9) 

5. Belief (7) 

Theory (11) 

8. Morose (6) 

Introductory (11) 

11. Express regret (9) 

Perilous (9) 

Fresh (3) 

13. Photographic device (6) 

14. Maker (7) 

16. Trifling (5) 

Set free (5) 

18. Incite (4) 

Shake (7) 

20. Pig-pen (3) 


What’s On! 


Sudoku 




5 


2 

8 



4 


6 

1 





2 


2 


7 

4 


3 

5 






2 




4 

8 



8 


5 





7 

4 




6 







8 


1 

9 


2 


3 




5 

1 

8 


8 



9 

7 


4 




Fill in the grid 
below so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


^ c c, Make sitting & rising easier from only £199 FREE 7-14 day delivery 



RECLINING 
SWIVEL CHAIRS 

makes turning easy 



For FREE catalogue, fabrics DftAVtA 
card, and direct prices... Mm %JMM C? 

7-DAY 'NO QUIBBLE' MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE - 


507050 


DROP-ARM SOFAS 

from £499 



IDEAL GUEST BED 


ELECTRICALLY 

ADJUSTABLE 

or 



LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 7 Get one’s hand in; 8 
Admirers; 9 Well; 10 Absent; 12 Stress; 14 
Seance; 16 Titian; 18 Peru; 20 Absconds; 

22 Archaeologist. Down: 1 Readable; 2 
Iodine; 3 Cede; 4 Chess set; 5 Answer; 6 Till; 
11 Teenager; 13 Slap-dash; 15 Nought; 17 
Trough; 19 Earl; 21 Sole. QUICK - Across: 

7 Overstatement; 8 Pretence; 9 Ease; 10 
Siesta; 12 Greedy; 14 Infant; 16 Humble; 18 
Plot; 20 Navigate; 22 Contemplation. Down: 

1 Aversion; 2 Gratis; 3 Stun; 4 Strength; 5 
Impede; 6 Onus; 11 Autonomy; 13 Dilation; 

15 Astute; 17 Mighty; 19 Loot; 21 Vile. 

— - - - - - - - - - - - n 

Cut out and post this coupon for FREE Jm 
catalogue, fabrics card & direct prices 


Available 

memory foam 
or pocket sprung mattresses 


^ STORES NATIONWIDE 

IF NOT DELIGHTED WE'LL COLLECT FREE www.hslchairs.com 


QUOTE 
PA12 


Postcode. 

HSL, (DEPT. PA12), 
FREEPOST LS6434, 
VICTORIA ROAD, 
DEWSBURY WF13 2BR 


L London Theatre Breaks 


3 ? JcHoeus 
-' s i#l line 


Choose your show, price band* and how you want to travel 

Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 


lii’yLu 


* 




Selected weekend departures 

Saturday Night from £129. 95 
Dine and Dance from £139. 95 

Take in a top West End show and have some free time in London for shopping and sightseeing. For the Dine and Dance option see the matinee performance 
before heading back to the hotel for dinner and disco (conditions apply). For the Saturday Night option you will see the evening performance. For both breaks the 
price includes a theatre ticket, overnight stay in a four-star outer London hotel, with full English breakfast (plus dinner for Dine and Dance options). Pick ups offered 
are Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton. 


Rail inclusive breaks - Two or three days 


Departures most weekends 

Saturday Night Theatre from £139. 95 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super two-day weekend break in the capital. There’s a choice of London hotels and your ticket is for a Saturday evening 
performance. Rail travel is standard class with the option to upgrade. Departs Saturday morning/early afternoon from Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, 

Stafford or Wolverhampton, returning on the Sunday afternoon/early evening to give plenty of free time for shopping and sightseeing. 

Theatre Showstopper from £189. 95 
Theatre Weekend from £189. 95 

These popular theatre packages to the West End depart from Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton on the Friday morning returning on 
the Sunday afternoon/early evening. Standard class travel is included with the option to upgrade. Two nights stay at a three or four-star London hotel of your 
choice (hotel supplements may apply) and a top priced ticket for a Friday evening performance for the Theatre Showstopper package or choose your price band 
for the Saturday evening performance with the Theatre Weekend package. 


*The “from” price and price bands vary for each show - see brochure for details. 

Single room supplements apply. 


Arranged by Omega Holidays (ABTA V4782) 


For a theatre brochure please call (01902) 319999 (Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), 
or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 
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HALESOWEN, NEWLANDS DRIVE 

I Sought after location. Ideally located for Hurst Green Primary School and Halesbury 
I School, Blackheath and buses to Halesowen and Birmingham. This 2 double bedroom 
I and 1 single bedroom semi-detached house comprises a spacious lounge with 
I feature fireplace, modern fitted kitchen/dining room, house bathroom with shower, 
1 downstairs WC, gas central heating, large driveway and large rear garden. EPC:' 

£695 PCM 


CRADLEY HEATH, NEWLAND GARDENS 

Spacious well situated link-detached bungalow in cul de sac position. 
Large lounge, fitted kitchen opening into superbly proportioned full 
width conservatory overlooking private rear garden. 2 double bedrooms, 
bathroom with shower, garage & driveway, gas central heating/double 
J. Available immediately. Unfurnished or furnished to suit. EPC:" 

£650 PCM 






DUDLEY, STOURBRIDGE ROAD 

Totally refurbished to a good standard with period features. A terraced four bedroom 
property close to Dudley town centre featuring a lovely entrance hall with minton flooring, 
charming lounge and separate dining room with feature fireplaces, large new kitchen with 
oven/hob, downstairs wc, family bathroom with shower and a wonderful rear garden. 
Viewing recommended to appreciate this property. Available immediately. EPC: F 

£625 PCM 


HALESOWEN, HOWLEY GRANGE ROAD 

A unfurnished semi detached house, in a well 
sought after location, briefly comprising of: Gas 
Central Heating, 2 Living Rooms, Fitted kitchen, 
Three Bedrooms, Bathroom with Shower, Small 
Rear Garden, Driveway Parking. EPC: E 

£625 PCM 


OLDBURY, ST MATTHEWS ROAD 

Refurbished to a high standard. This 3 bedroom 
mid-terrace property in Oldbury/Quinton area has 
lounge, fitted kitchen, blow air central heating, white 
bathroom suite with shower, separate wc, rear 
garden with parking. Available immediately. EPC: D 

£600 PCM 


MERRY HILL, MADISON AVENUE 

Flexible accommodation with 3 bedrooms. A spacious 
unfurnished modern townhouse, within walking distance of 
Merry Hill shopping centre, featuring kitchen, downstairs 
WC, dining room/study, lounge, bathroom, master en-suite 
shower room, allocated parking space. EPC: C 

£595 PCM 


ROWLEY REGIS, POWKE LANE 

Great value close to Blackheath town centre. A large and spacious 
mid-terraced unfurnished house featuring 2 reception rooms, dining 
room, modern fitted kitchen with cooker, downstairs bathroom with 
wc, 3 bedrooms (2 with fitted wardrobes), upstairs wc, gas central 
beating, double glazing, on road parking. A great price. EPC: D 

£525 PCM 



HALESOWEN, ADAMS COURT 

Conveniently located for local shops and busses to Halesowen and 
Stourbridge. A large and spacious ground floor apartment features 
modern decor and fixtures and benefits from gas central heating, 
spacious living room, fitted kitchen with white goods, 2 double bedrooms, 
bathroom with separate shower cubical, allocated parking space. EPC: C 

£525 PCM 



DUARRY BANK, EVERS STREET 

Complete refurbishment. Set in a quiet residential area, 
within minutes of Merry Hill, local shops, buses to Merry Hill 
and Cradley Heath. This mid terraced house features 2 double 
bedrooms, 1 reception room, large kitchen, house bathroom 
with shower, nice sized rear garden, on road parking. EPC: D 

£500 PCM 



HALESOWEN, HAGLEY STREET 


Fantastic refurbishment over 2 floors. A fully refurbished 
modern duplex apartment above an electrical shop in the very 
centre of Halesowen, featuring a large open plan living area with 
modern fitted kitchen, 2 double bedrooms, bathroom with 
shower. Additional £40 fixed electric charge is applicable. EPC: C 

£499 PCM 


HALESOWEN, WHITTINGHAM ROAD 

The best position for Newfield Primary School and Halesowen College. 
This large 3 bedroom semi-detached house features fitted kitchen 
with double oven and gas hob, utility room/storage area, huge lounge 
with patio doors to a nice sized rear garden, modern bathroom with 
'p' shaped bath and shower, driveway parking and garage. EPC: F 

£650 PCM 



HALESOWEN, SANDERSON PLACE 

Luxury living in Hayley Green. This superb luxury 1st floor 
apartment offers spacious accommodation including open 
plan lounge/kitchen, 2 double bedrooms, master with en- 
suite, a further well appointed bathroom with shower, gas 
central heating, double glazing and allocated parking. EPC: B 

£625 PCM 


TIPTON, PEARTREE AVENUE 

Cul-de-sac location. This deceptively large 3 bedroom 
terraced house is undergoing a redecoration. It features 
a spacious lounge, large modern fitted kitchen, house 
bathroom with shower, nice sized garden, driveway 
parking and in a quiet cul-de-sac location. EPC: C 

£550 PCM 



HALESOWEN, TENTERFIELDS 

An exceptional opportunity to rent a double room in a shared 
house, with no bills to pay at all, cleaning done for you, towels and 
tea and coffee supplied for each room. Also the use of free WiFi, use 
of the lounge, kitchen, office room. All rooms have their own en- 
suite facilities. Well worth a viewing, and ideal for a single person. 

£500 PCM 



CRADLEY HEATH, LUANNE CLOSE 


Immaculately presented first floor apartment. Located on a popular 
development, ideally situated for old bill train station and local shops this 
2 bedroom apartment features, light and airy lounge, with access to private 
balcony, fitted kitchen with washer/dryer, gas central heating, bathroom 
with shower, allocated parking, communal garden. Available now. EPC: B 

£495 PCM 





CRADLEY HEATH, COPPICE ROAD 

A 2 bedroom semi-detached house recently fully 
refurbished comprising front reception room, 
spacious rear lounge, fitted kitchen, house bathroom 
with shower, gas central heating, double glazing, 
front and rear gardens, on road parking. EPC: C 

£495 PCM 


DUDLEY, ANCHOR DRIVE 

Modern and comfortable living. This 2nd floor apartment is set in a quiet location, 
with easy access to Dudley, Tipton, Wednesbury and the M5. The property features 
2 double bedrooms, modern fitted kitchen with integrated electric oven and hob, 
white bathroom suite with shower, spacious lounge with patio doors opening to a 
juliet balcony, electric beating, double glazing, allocated parking space. EPC: C 

£475 PCM 


HALESOWEN, STOUR COURT 


Located in a quiet, desirable neighbourhood is this well 
kept 1st floor apartment situated in a peaceful cul de sac, 
offering a spacious living room, modern fitted kitchen with 
built in cooker and hob, 2 double bedrooms, bathroom 
with fitted shower, allocated parking space. EPC: C 

£475 PCM 



WEBSITE: 

www.hickshadley.com 


11 -13 Hagley Road, 
Halesowen, B63 4PU 


ROWLEY REGIS, POWKE LANE 

I Ideal for local amenities. A first floor flat, close 
I to shops and local train station featuring 
electric storage heating, fitted kitchen, living 
room, 1 double bedroom, bathroom with 
| shower, ample parking. EPC: E 

£425 PCM 


CRADLEY HEATH, ELBOW STREET 


n the heart of Old Hill. A modern and spacious 2nd floor 
I apartment, ideally situated for Old Hill train station and shopping in 
I Cradley Heath. This apartment offers 1 double bedroom, fitted kitchen 
I with washer/dryer, modern bathroom with shower, large lounge, 1 
I allocated parking space. An opportunity not to be missed! EPC: B 

£425 PCM 


HALESOWEN, APPERLEY WAY 

Available is this unfurnished 1st floor apartment which is 
well presented throughout, within walking distance to 
Cradley Heath train station, featuring a modern fitted kitchen, 
light and airy lounge, bathroom with shower, 1 bedroom 
with built in wardrobes, communal drying area. EPC: E 

£395 PCM 


www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 

ftHomeofProperty.co.uk 


Your top property guide for Dudley, Halesowen, 
Sedgley, Kidderminster and Stourbridge 



A stunning and contemporary kitchen is included The bathroom - the property is well-presented throughout 

Semi-rural location 


for barn conversion 


A FOUR BEDROOM bam con¬ 
version in a semi-rural location 
is on the market based on 
offers around £385,000. 

The property - 3, Wood Farm Barns, 
Gospel End Road - is within easy reach of 
Baggeridge Country Park, Sedgley Golf 
Club and Penn Common. 

There is oak flooring, open-tread stair¬ 
case, hardwood double glazing, gas 
central heating and underfloor heating 
throughout the ground floor. 

Double doors access the dining hall. 

There is a boiler cupboard and double 
doors to the rear and guest cloakroom. 

Off the hall is a spacious sitting room 
and a fitted breakfast kitchen has cream 
fronted units with contrasting drawers. 

Integrated appliances include twin 
Bosch electric ovens, gas hob, fridge, 
freezer and dishwasher. 

A winding oak staircase leads to a large 
landing with study area and large arch 
top windows. A master bedroom suite has 
en suite shower room, further double 
bedroom and luxury family bathroom. 
On the second floor are two more double 
bedrooms and a shower room. 

A half-mile shared road leads to a 
block-paved drive and lawn area. A rear 
garden has a block paved patio and lawn. 

Planning permission is being sought to 
convert stables to for double garaging. 
Call Berriman Eaton on 01902 747744. 





The property, in Gospel End Road, is in easy reach of Sedgley Golf Club 


An exclusive cul-de-sac 
for this detached home 



Taylors is selling this four-bedroom detached home in Oakham, Dudley, based on offers around £244,950 


A FOUR-BEDROOM executive style house in an exclu¬ 
sive cul-de-sac is on the market based on offers around 
£244,950. 

The property in Hillman Drive, Oakham, Dudley, 
is for sale with no upward chain with accommoda¬ 
tion briefly comprising of entrance hall, lounge, 
dining room, kitchen with integrated appliances, 
guest cloaks, conservatory, four bedrooms - the 
master en suite - and family bathroom. 

On the ground floor the guest WC has a sink in vanity 
unit and toilet while the living room - 16ft by 13ft 4in - has 
a living flame gas fire in a feature fireplace and the dining 
room measuring 13ft 9in by 9ft lOin has patio doors to a 
conservatory which is 10ft 9in by 10ft. 

The refitted kitchen, 10ft 8in by 10ft 4in, has a range of 


base and eye level units with marble work surfaces, one 
and a half bowl sink drainer with mixer tap, Rangemaster 
five ring gas hob oven (available by separate negotiation), 
integrated dishwasher and refrigerator and door to 
garage. 

On the first floor bedroom one has an en-suite with 
shower cubicle and there are three further bedrooms and 
a bathroom with white suite of panelled bath with shower 
over, WC and pedestal wash hand basin. 

Outside the property stands behind a tarmacadam 
driveway with parking for six or more vehicles and leading 
to a garage, while the rear garden is landscaped and 
mainly laid to lawn with well stocked borders of trees, 
shrubs and plants, paved patio area, brick built barbecue, 
water feature and two garden sheds. 

Call Taylors on 01384 265265. 
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Halesowen Office 0121 6964053 
Dudley Office 01384 849067 


Dixons 


Estate Agents 


DoingMore... 


Foxyards Road,Tipton 


Tansley Hill Road, Dudley 


Sledmore Road, Dudley 


Nigel Road, Dudley 




Offers Over £200,000 


Detached three bedroom property comprising 
lounge/diner, kitchen, family bathroom, front and 
rear gardens, garage and driveway. 


Elwell Crescent, Dudley 



End terraced property comprising entrance hall, 
lounge, modern kitchen, downstairs WC, upstairs 
shower room, rear garden and driveway. 


Radbourne Drive, Halesowen 



This modern detached house situated at the head of 
a cul-de-sac with benefits including a drive, garage, 
front and rear gardens. Halesowen 


Nimmings Road, Halesowen 



A terraced house with accommodation comprising 
lounge, kitchen/diner, three bedrooms, rear garden, 
parking and garage at rear. Halesowen 



A Detached three bedroom house with garage, off 
road parking, front and rear gardens. Situated on a 
corner plot.Viewing is essential. 


Ambleside Close, Bradley 



A two bedroom terraced property briefly 
comprising lounge, kitchen/diner, bathroom, front 
and rear gardens, driveway and allocated parking. 


Oak Tree Crescent, Halesowen 



Traditional four bedroom semi detached property 
on popular estate. Accommodation includes 
conservatory and rear garden. Halesowen 


Hillside Avenue, Rowley Regis 



This is a traditional three bedroom semi detached 
house situated in a cul-de-sac.The accommodation 
benefits from front and rear gardens. Halesowen 


I 


Offers Over £125,000 


Detached three bedroom property comprising 
lounge, extended dining room, extended kitchen, 
upstairs shower room, rear garden and driveway. 


Central Avenue,Tipton 



Semi detached two bedroom property briefly 
comprising lounge, kitchen/diner, upstairs shower 
room, front and rear gardens and driveway. 


£160,000 


A traditional semi detached house briefly 
comprising three bedrooms, garden and off road 
parking. Halesowen 

Severn Rise, Rowley Regis 



A modern ground floor apartment with 
accommodation comprising lounge, kitchen, two 
bedrooms, en-suite and parking. Halesowen 


Offers Over £ I 10,000 


A two bedroom semi detached bungalow briefly 
comprising lounge, kitchen and bathroom. Also 
benefitting from a garage and rear garden. 


Peel Way,Tividale 



Ground floor two bedroom flat briefly comprising 
entrance hall, lounge, kitchen, bathroom, rear garden 
and driveway. 


Offers Over £150,000 


Traditional semi detached house comprises bay 
fronted lounge, separate dining room, kitchen, three 
bedrooms and family bathroom. Halesowen 


Beecher Road East Halesowen 



Semi detached property comprising lounge, kitchen, 
three bedrooms, bathroom, front and rear gardens. 
Halesowen 



dixonsestateagents.co.uk Q propertywide.co.uk Zoopld.co.uk p ® ft rightmovecc 


ft* Prf+ftf 
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Scan to view 
all stock! 


OVER 100 CARS IN STOCK 
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Finance Example - Cash Price £3995. Less Cash or Part Exchange Deposit £500 Amount Of Credit £3495. 

Total Amount Payable £5453.60 48 Monthly Payments of £103.20 or 208 weekly payments of £23.82 

TYPICAL 19.9% APR 

m; 

www.motor-market.net 

27 Newtown Lane Cradley Heath B64 5EB 

01384 411119 

Proud Sponsors 


Motoring 


Motability takes to road 
with a full range of cars 



Disabled motorists will be able to see all their options at Stoneleigh Park 


Disabled motorists can 
explore all their mobility 
options at a family friendly 
event launching this summer. 

Taking place over two days at 
Stoneleigh Park Indoor Exhibition 
Centre in Warwickshire, ‘The Big 
Event’ will showcase the biggest range 
of cars available on the Motability 
Scheme in the UK. 

Hosted by Motability - the leading 
car scheme for disabled people, The Big 
Event kicks off the established pro¬ 
gramme of regional One Big Day 
events on Friday 17 and Saturday May 
18 ,2013 with a further four events 
taking place across the UK throughout 
the summer. 

Visitors to The Big Event will have 
access to more than 80 cars from over 
20 manufacturers, over 30 models of 
scooters and a wide range of car adap¬ 
tations and Wheelchair Accessible 
Vehicles. 

Professional 

There will also be a fleet of more 
than 30 adapted and non-adapted cars 
available for both drivers and passen¬ 
gers to test drive, with a professional 
driving instructor. 

Expert Motability advisors and spe¬ 
cialists will be on hand for those think¬ 
ing of joining the Scheme for the first 
time or customers looking to renew 
their Motability car. 

The Big Event provides fun for the 
whole family with free parking, a free 
cup of tea or coffee and the chance to 
win an iPad mini. 

The little ones can make the most of 
the children’s play area, face painting 
as well as the chance to meet the Mota¬ 
bility mascot ‘Billy the Bear’. 

Mike Betts chief executive, Motabil¬ 
ity Operations explains:“This will be 
our sixth year of holding One Big Day 
events and we’re pleased to be going 


bigger and better for 2013. To date, 
more than 30,000 visitors have joined 
us at our events and with ‘The Big 
Event’ launching the 2013 pro¬ 
gramme, it gives even more people the 
chance to attend. 

Informed 

“Stoneleigh Park Indoor Exhibition 
Centre is a great venue, so we don’t 
even need to worry about the British 
weather. The huge variety of cars, 
products and adaptations on display 
means visitors will leave feeling well 
informed and having had a fun day 
out.” 

The full 2013 One Big Day line-up: 

• The Big Event at Stoneleigh Park 
Indoor Exhibition Centre, Warwick¬ 
shire on May 17/18 2013. 

• One Big Day at Bath and West 
Showground, Somerset on Saturday 
June 15, 2013. 


• One Big Day at Glow, Bluewater, 
Kent on Tuesday July 9 2013. 

• One Big Day at Newcastle Race¬ 
course, Northumberland on Thursday 
August 1 2013. 

• One Big Day at Aintree Race¬ 
course, Merseyside on Thursday 
August 8 2013 . 

All events will open at 9am, and 
finish at 4pm. 

Visitors will also be able to share 
their One Big Day experiences by 
interacting with the ‘Motability 
Events’ Facebook page. ‘Like’ the page 
to stay up-to-date on all the latest news 
and developments from the Motability 
Events team. 

For more information on The Big 
Event visit www.motability.co.uk/the- 
bigevent and for information on the 
full One Big Day programme visit 
www. motability. co.uk/onebigday. 


TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR SPECIAL OPENING OFFERS 

ON PRODUCTION OF THIS ADVERT 


SELLING QUALITY , USED CARS 
AT COMPETITIVE PRICES 


NEWLY OPENED 

Hagley Road 
Motor Company 



www.hagleyroadmotorco.co.uk 


WAS NOW 

57 Reg Toyota Aygo + VVT-1 3 dr Hatch, 1.0, Silver, 55k miles .£4,850 £3,595 

61 Reg Astra 1.6i WT Exclusiv 5 dr Hatch, Blue, 4k miles. £9,995 £9,795 

60 Reg Corsa 1.4 Design 5 dr, Black Sapphire, 22k miles.£7,995 £7,795 

58 Reg Peugeot 308 1.4 S 5 dr Grey, 40k miles.£5,850 £5,250 

05 Reg Ka 1.3 3 dr, Silver, 56k miles .£2,995 £2,495 

56 Reg Astra 1.9 CDTi Sri Estate 150 Silver, 63k miles .£5,995 £5,795 

57 Reg Citroen Cl 1.0 Rhythm 3 dr, Yellow, 18k miles .£4,999 £4,995 

59 Reg Yaris 1.3 WTi TR 5 dr, Gre, 34k miles . £6,995 

08 Reg Toyota Aygo+ 1.0 WT-I 5 dr, Red, 14k miles .£5,895 £5,750 

06 Reg Toyota Yaris 1.3 T Spirit 3 dr, Blue, 53k miles.£4,995 £4,495 

07 Reg Toyota Auris 1.6 WTi TR 5dr, Grey, 63k miles.£4,995 £4,750 

05 Reg Honda CR-Vi CDTi Executive Estate Red, 83k miles.£6,995 £6,750 

58 Reg Honda Civic 2.2 SE I CDTi 5 dr, Blue, 29k miles.£9,295 £8,995 

12 Reg Ford Fiesta Zetec 1.2 3 dr Hatch, White, 9k miles .£9,295 £8,995 

10 Reg Hyundai i30 1.4 Classic 5dr, Silver, 22k miles.£6,995 £6,750 

08 Reg Peugeot 207 1.4 S 3 dr, Silver, 32k miles.£5,495 £4,995 

07 Reg Mercedes C220 CDI SE Auto Coupe 2.1 Silver, 50k miles. £8,445 

61 Reg Chevrolet Spark LS Plus 5 dr Hatch, Super Red, 4k miles .£6,495 £5,995 

10 Reg Peugeot 207 Sort SW Est 1.6 Black, 30k miles .£7,595 £7,495 

57 Reg Tigra Exclusive 1.4 Convertible Black, 25k miles .£6,390 £5,995 

59 Reg Corsa Design 1.2 5 dr Hatchback, Silver, 27k miles.£6,995 £6,495 

53 Reg Ford Focus 1.16 LX 5 dr, Red, 7k miles .£2,990 £2,495 

58 Reg Corsa Active 1.3 CDTi Ecoflex 3dr, Silver, 52k miles.£6,495 £5,990 

07 Reg Honda Jazz SE CVT 5 dr Hatch, 1.3, Silver, 21 k miles .£7,250 £6,995 

60 Reg Focus Zetec Auto 1.6 5 dr Hatch, Silver, 6k miles .£8,999 £8,850 

09 Reg Alfa Romeo Mito Lusso 3 dr Hatch, Silver, 16k miles . £7,995 



08 reg Audi A4 Avant 

SE 170 TDI DPF Estate 
Red 51k miles 


WAS £14,650 

NOW £13,250 



06 reg Porsche Boxster 

Con 2.7 

Black 63k miles 


WAS £14,995 

NOW £13,995 



06 Reg BMW 320D SE 

4-dr Saloon. Silver, 

59k miles 
WAS £8,495 


NOW £7,995 



09 Reg Volvo C30 
1 „6D SE Coupe Silver, 
23k miles 
WAS £10,450 


NOW £9,995 



07 Reg Mini Cooper 

1.6 3-dr Hatch. Blue, 
28k miles 


NOW £6995 



05 Reg Jaguar X-Type 

2.1 S 4-dr. Black, 

33k miles 
WAS £4,650 


NOW £3,995 



08 reg VW EOS Sport 

T FSI Con 2.0 
Silver 64k miles 

WAS £9,650 


NOW £8,995 



10 Reg Fiat 500 1.2 
Popular 3-dr. Grey, 
15k miles 
WAS £8,295 


NOW £7,850 


Hagley Road 
Motor Company 



www hogleyroodmolorco w uk 

Email: sales@hagleymotorco.co.uk 


All vehicles come with MOT, Service & 12 months warranty 


68 Hagley Road West, Birmingham, B67 5EZ 

Tel: 0121 434 6400 


PART OF SEVEN 
GARAGES 

WELL ESTABLISHED - 
TRADING SINCE 1953 
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The British 
Grand Prix 

at Silverstone 

Few sporting occasions match 
the intensity, glamour and drama 
of the Formula 1 British Grand 
Prix, and whether you are a 
wide-eyed first timer or 
seasoned veteran the 
experience is breathtaking. 



This year both Lewis Hamilton and 
Jenson Button will be aiming to 
impress the loyal British fans at their 
home race and hoping to mount the 
steps of the Silverstone podium. 

The British Grand Prix is the oldest 
race in the Formula 1 calendar, 
reaching its 63rd anniversary in 2013. 

Originally a Second World War airfield, 
Silverstone has hosted the race 
regularly since 1950 and is famous for 
being one of the fastest and most 
challenging tracks on the FI calendar. 


FROM £199 95 

Day excursion departing June 30 

Price includes: 

• Return coach travel 

• An early start to arrive at Silverstone for 
6.30am 

• A one-day General Admission ticket 
(upgrades offered) 

• Services of a coach driver/tour 
representative 

Organised by Omega Holidays (ABTA V4782) 




FROM £349 

Five, seven and eight day breaks 
Selected departure dates 

Price includes: 

•Return flights 

•Half-board accommodation 
•Return airport to hotel coach transfers 
•Single rooms subject to availability 
- supplement applies 

Organised by Modern Hotels 
(ABTA V3101, ATOL 0752) 


Jersey 


Influenced by the UK and the 
continent, this island is unique and 
the place to go to for a holiday 
abroad that doesn’t feel like it’s 
too far away from home. 

Country lanes, rugged cliffs, sandy 
beaches, castles and towers, all await 
you. Add to this the cosmopolitan town 
centre awash with boutiques and famous 
names, the gentle ambience of cafe 
culture and enough places of rare historic 
significance to make every day of your 
stay an unforgettable one. 

There are also a number of attractions for 
you to visit including the Jersey War 
Tunnels, Durrell Wildlife Conservation 
Park, Mont Orgueil Castle and La Mare 
Wine Estate to name a few. 

You will have a choice of accommodation 
in the Modern Group’s two hotels, either 
the Hotel Metropole or the Mayfair Hotel. 
Both are three-star and located close to 
the town centre of St Helier. 


For a brochure call (01902) 319999 (Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), 
or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 
Pick-up points offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton 


For a brochure call (01902) 319999 (Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), 
or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 




16 days FROM £1,899* 

Various departure dates_ 


The beautiful country of Vietnam is a mosaic of 
mist-shrouded mountains, vibrant green forests, a 
patch-work of rice paddies and pristine white beaches, 
whilst its villages and cities are custodians of the 
culture and monuments of a unique 2,000 year old 
civilisation. 

In the past few years Vietnam has opened its doors 
to the world and much has changed. Today, in one of 
the world’s last communist countries, the motorcycles 
and western dress of the youth happily co-exist with 
orange-clad Buddist monks and political posters from 
a different era. 

On this 16-day tour you will visit Hue, one of the country’s 
most beautiful small towns and the former imperial capital. 
Here you will be able to see the amazing Citadel and its 
imperial Forbidden City, as well as the magnificent 
seven-storied Thien Mu pagoda, a working Buddhist shrine. 

Contorted by years of erosion, explore the staggeringly 
beautiful rock formations of Halong Bay, a UNESCO World 
Heritage site from on board a converted Chinese junk. Then 
in Saigon you will be taken on a visit to the Cu Chi tunnels, a 
complex underground network which provided a base for the 
Vietcong from which to attack US forces. You will see the 
tunnels themselves and examples of the many mantraps and 
stake pits which protected them. 

The overwhelming image of Vietnam is that of a country 
blessed with extraordinary beauty and the friendly 
Vietnamese always courteous and proud to show of their 
wonderful country. 

In Cambodia you can experience the haunting soft 
morning light rise over the eerie temples of Angkor. Then later 
discover the huge fortified 13th century city of Angkor Thom, 
with its five monumental gates, and 300ft wide moat - its 
centre containing one of Angkor’s most remarkable sites, the 
temple of Bayon. 

Organised by Riviera Travel (ABTA V4744, ATOL 3430) 


16 days FROM £1,899* 

Various departure dates 


Price includes: 

• Return scheduled flights 

• Thirteen nights bed and breakfast accommodation 

• Five lunches 

• Visits to the major sights of Vietnam and Cambodia 

• Guided tours of Hanoi, Hue and Saigon 

• Cruise aboard a converted Chinese junk visiting caves 
and grottoes at Halong Bay. 

• Visit the Cu Chi tunnels in Saigon 

• Full-day cruise along the mighty Mekong River delta 

• Visit the ancient city and temples of Angkor, Cambodia 

• Guided tour of Phnom Penh 

• Single rooms subject to availbility - supplement applies 

• varies according to departure dates please go 
to website for the latest availability and prices 


For a brochure call (01902) 319999 (Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), 
or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 


For a brochure call (01902) 319999 (Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), 
or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 


Vlb I NAM 

and Cambodia 


South Africa is a country five times the size of 
Britain and it has so much to offer the visitor, 
including breath-taking wildlife, stunning 
scenery, a huge sense of history, bustling 
cities plus first class food and wine. 


The holiday includes 13 nights bed and breakfast 
accommodation in specially selected three and four-star 
hotels, three evening meals and a variety of stunning 
excursions. 

For most visitors the highlight will be a full day’s game drive 
that brings the chance to see the sweeping savannah and 
muddy waterholes lined with animals, and to marvel at the 
incredible 150 mammal and 500 bird species that live in the 
Kruger National Park, including the ‘big five’: elephant, lion, 
rhino, leopard and buffalo. Rooms are reserved at the 
three-star superior Hippo Hollow Country Estate, located in 
the midst of lush forest on the banks of the Sabie River. It’s 
open-air terrace overlooks the grounds and river, so watch 
out for the hippos! 

Those interested in history will be intrigued by the visit to 
Zululand, passing through Swaziland en route, to reach the 
haunting battlefields of Islandlwana and Rorke’s Drift. In 
1879 these two battles, just a day apart, became a defining 
moment for the British Empire and the specialist Zulu guide 
will make those desperate encounters come alive. 

A well-organised schedule of tours combined with free time 
in Cape Town, Johannesburg, in Knysna on the coast and 
at the Kruger National Park means everyone will experience 
the very heart of South Africa on this 16-day adventure. 

Organised by Riviera Travel (ABTA V4744, ATOL 3430) 


PRICE INCLUDES: 

•Return scheduled flights 

• 13 nights accommodation on a bed 
and breakfast basis 

•Three dinners, two lunches 
•Visits to the Johannesburg Apartheid 
museum, Blyde River canyon, Kirstenbosch 
Botanical Gardens 
•Full day Kruger safari 

•Tours of Zulu battlefields, Featherbed Nature 
Reserve, Cape Point 
•Whale-watching (depends on season) 

•Winelands tour including wine tasting 
•Services of a Riviera tour manager 
•Single rooms subject to availability 
- supplement applies 

* varies according to departure date - please go to 
website for the latest availability and prices 
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Local Tradesmen 


www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 




AERIALS 


LUKE KINGS AERIALS 

HALESOWEN 0121 445 1382 

FREEPHONE 0800 211 8053 
LUKES MOBILE 07864 590543 


BLINDS & CURTAINS 


DECORATING 


ELECTRICIANS 


BLINDS & CURTAINS 


Blinds Less 


Top quality blinds 
at budget prices 

"We will beat any like for like quote" 

Local company, full range of blinds 


Ol 384 886162 on 67966 562518 
www.bllnds4less.co.uk 




BLT Blinds 

From £30 A Window 

Hand Made to your requirements. 
Exceptional Quality as Standard 
Wide Choice of top quality fabrics available 

FREE ESTIMATES 


Call Rob 07771 554455 


Blinds Less 


Top quality blinds at 
budget prices 


"We will 
beat any 
like for 
like quote” 


Local company, full range of blinds 


TO VIEW OUR BLINDS VISIT 
www.blinds4lessdirect. com 


WOLVERHAMPTON 
01902 500204 or 07989 588728 
SANDWELL/HALESOWEN 01384 886162 


6 VERTICAL BLINDS 
FOR ONLY £199 



3 for 2 on selected blinds | Aihleu Services 


■ £20 OFFiflO OFF| | 

■ New Aerial System OAP DISCOUNT I 



■ Plantation Shutters 


■ Patio Awnings. Electric Blinds 


■ Extensive range of blind & shutter Ring for 
y ear designs and materials FREE 

Guarantee ■ Prompt and efficient service Quote 

h Call 0121 624 2053 

L J www.daviesblinds.co.uk 

Quality & Professionalism Assured 


BUILDERS 


Painting & Decorating 
Tiling & General Maintenance 
FREE QUOTES 
Full liability insurance 

[asTon: 0121 550 7817 
07980 286695 


PJ LEE BUILDERS 


• All Building Work Undertaken 

• Extensions 

• All Roofing Work 

• UPVC Fascias & Windows 


FREE QUOTES 
07769667248 01384423625 


D H Household 
Maintenance 


Decking to DIY 
Plastering to Plumbing 
All areas covered 

0121 422 8594 
07985 548466 


CARPENTRY 


SM CARPENTRY & BUILDING 

• Extensions/Canopy’s 

• loft conversions 

• Bathroom and Kitchen Refurbs 

• Fitted Bedrooms/Home Offices 

• All Types Of Plasterings 

• General Carpentry 

CALL: 0121 601 7727 * 07879 681591 



DAVID ADAMS! 


E 

4 


ARPfNTRYM 


Doors, loft conversions, laminate 
flooring, UPVC windows&doors 


30 years experience 


0121 602 1450 
07885 417812 


Able & Bromley 


Carpets and Bed 
Retail Discount Warehouse 


100% Wool Carpet 
from £4.99 sq yd 
Heavy Saxony Carpet 
from £8.99 sq yd 
Beds from £99 
lOO’s of Bargains 

Can’t, get out we will 
bring samples -to you 

All areas covered 

Tel: 01902 880541 



DECORATING 


Widest choice of fabrics • Fast local service 
Fully guaranteed • Call now for a free 

All blinds made no obligation quote 

to measure • Free fitting 

J.OBAL BLIND 

VERTICAL, ROLLER & VENETIAN 


Superb Quality - Genuine Offers 
FOR FRIENDLY ADVICE & SERVICE 

TELEPHONE 9am - 9pm 7 days a week 
CALL NOW 0845 505 1122 



Painting & Decorating - Property Maintenance 
Domestic & Commercial Work Undertaken 
Interior & Exterior Painting & Decorating 
(All General / Maintenace Work Considered) 

Call: 07792865975 

Email Nick@harrisonsdecoratingsevices.co.uk 
www.harrisonsdecoratingservices.co.uk 

(We also offer cleaning services for UPVC Windows,Frames / Guttering & Patios) 

No job too small.... or too big 
Call today for a free quote 


T W Decorating 
Services 


. ... 
luUi 

Painting and Decorating, 
and General Maintenance 
Professional and Reliable 

OAP FRIENDLY 

For a FREE Quote 
Call Tim On: 

0121 559 4762 
07890 779785 


HALESOWEN 

DECORATORS 

r Painters & 
^Decorators 

OAP DISCOUNT 
AVAILABLE 
10% OFF with this advert 
Residential and Commercial 
work undertaken 
CALL 07860 206713/ 
0121 550 5784 


COMPUTERS 


NEED ADVICE ON COMPUTING? 

• All PC Problems Resolved • Software & Hardware Installed 
• Virus & Spyware Removed • PC Health Checks 
• Home Network Implemented • Internet Connections Installed 

DONT BE FOOLED INTO THINKING YOU NEED A NEW PCI 

Call: 0121 422 7646 or: 07970 846 552 + 

JUDR@P PC SUPPORT 

email: support@judrap.com www.judrap.com 


DOUBLE GLAZING 


Misted Sealed Units? 

Contact us for a free quote! 

Tel 01384 566100 

Email: quotations© F*"**<* k 

blackcountryglazing.com kmcv** 


BLACK COUNTRY GLAZING Est 1987 cswf 


07973 534527 1 


DIB Electrical Contractors ltd 

We are NIC EIC approved electrical company and 
also TRUST MARK and PART P registered. 

All are electricians are CRB checked. 

24 hour 7 days a week call outs 
We cover Domestic, Commercial, Industrial 
• Landlord reports / testing and certification 
• Rewires • Fuse board up grades 
• Energy efficient led lighting for your home and business 

• Internal / external lighting • Shower replacements 

• Additional sockets • Intruder / cctv systems 

• Check out our great reviews on checkatrade.com 

T: 0121647 7087 T: 01384 881017 
M: 0790 090 3000 

E: Darren@djbelectricalcontractors.co.uk 

+— +— +M 



AM ELECTRICAL :T3 
SERVICES ^ 

Domestic. Commercial. Industrial 
Full And ParPRewires / Fuse Boards 
Upgrades / r SfiowS«/ Extra Sockets 
PAT Testinglpafety Reports 
CCTV / Burgular Alarms 

Free Quotes And Advice Call 
0121 369 23'ZO 
07785 781652, 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


KEN PERRY 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 
and Immersion Heaters, 

Multi Point Water Heaters, 
Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 
Boilers changed 

Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 

STOURBRIDGE 392284 


MBCJ electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 

local service call: I - 


mbelectric. co. uk ~~ 



Ring Tony or Julie on 

0121 422 3549 
07974 428 603 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


ALL TYPES OF DOMESTIC 
ELECTRICAL WORK 
UNDERTAKEN & FINISHED TO 
THE HIGHEST STANDARD 

s Call Dan on: 

01384 263357 
BBSS fa or 07866 886364 


FENCING 



Fencing B Cates 

All Garden Work Undertaken 

• Slabbing • Block Paving • Tree Felling 
• Turfing • Garden Clearance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 
Manufacturers of all Concrete Products 
eg. Concrete Posts, Gravel Boards 
All work guaranteed Insurance work undertaken 
Over I 5 years experience (Public liability covered) 

Call Steve on 

01384 242891 or 07970 300586 



www.bowsuniversaldomesticinstalls.com 



B_B >~Hencinn 

AH types of Quality 
fencing supplied 
& erected 
Pius decking, 
slabbing & 
block paving 

QUOTES - 

Tel: 0121 585 9992 or 07884 344616 
www.lbtfencing-co-uk 


To advertise your business and reach over 50; 

D 

Call us on... 

01384 353227 1M 

E-mail us at... 

r.cooper@expressandstar.co. 



potential customers.... 



Post to... 

Ryan Cooper, Halesowen Chronicle / Black Lake 
Regional Centre, West Bromwich. B70 OQB 
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Local Tradesmen 



FENCING 


Grange 


FENCING & 

LANDSCAPING 

Every aspect in landscaping I 

• Patios -Brickwalls - Fencing • Turfing 

• Block Paving - Shed Bases • Edgings 

• Specialists in Decking 
For great ideas call for a FREE quote anytime, 
7 days a week. Est. Since 1978 

Call: 01384 824089 / 07889 817996 



JppbTpdge Fencing Supplies] 

l! QUALITY, BUDGET COST 


GARDENING 


mmmismms. 


[M°MMk3(£24y&m8 

Gardening & Landscaping Services 

Including: • Tree Lopping • Hedge Cutting 
• Lawn Mowing • Fencing & Slabbing 
' Low Maintenance Landscaping • Gardens Cleared 

FULLY INSURED • OAP DISCOUNTS 


ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
*Fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

24/7 365 emergency callout service 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


Age concern & Local Authority Contractor 
N.P.T.C. qualified, Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) 
All staff C.R.B. Certified 



lVes/1 

* /m 


GREEN LEAVES 
GARDEN 
SERVICES 

Shed bases 

Tree Felling • Lawn Mowing 
Strimming • General Garden 
Fencing Maintenance 


SPECIAL RATES FOR O.A.P'S 


For a free quote call 0770 3381 241 | 


The Grass Guru 

Grass Cutting & Garden Services 
Call Scott now for a free quote 

07927880283 
0121 4232692 




R & S Gardens 


• All garden work undertaken 

• Hedges and lawns cut 

• General tidy and rubbish removed 

• Garden Landscaping 

Telephone: 07851 323303 



Dal’s Gardening & 
Tree Services 


► A Good reliable service, 

► A Name you can trust 

► All areas covered 

So don’t delay phone today 
for a free quotation 


0740762285507975 836190 


Elegant 
Stairs 



Quality Stmrparts 
supplied & fitted/^ 
by mature 
craftsman 

For this and other carpentry 
work phone Bill for a 
Free Estimate/Quote on 

0121 533 9339 

or 07505 807686 


Garden Transformations 

From total makeovers and 
clearances to 
decking and 
fencing 

Guaranteed 
lowest prices 

0121 422 
8594 or 
07985 548466 



LOCK 

PROBLEMS 

UPVC, Yale, Chubb, etc? Lost keys? 
Broken door locks? Window and door 
security locks changed, fitted, upgraded. 

Tony Lane 01384 354344 
07540 380140 



CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 

West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 


Local 

Tradesmen 

Need a job doing? 

Call one of our 
local tradesmen 
appearing weekly 
on these pages 

£ 


:F. 


KITCHENS & BATHROOMS 


The Tradesman 

DESIGN, SUPPLY & INSTALL OR FIT ONLY 

♦ Bathrooms ♦ Kitchens ♦ Plumbing Repairs 
♦ Tiling & Household Repairs ♦ Property Maintenance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Best for price and service, call Bob on 

01384 288013 or 07966 362888 


lB aihwom 

SPECIALIST 


Free Full Design and 
Advice Sevice 

Supply and Install 
or Fit Only 

VMM 

Bathroom Repairs 
Skilled Craftsman 


Phone John 01384 639 097 


LOFT LADDERS 


The LaFt Ladder main? 

Loft Ladders £130 

fitted from inclusive 

New or enlarged hatches 
T & G Flooring, Lighting 

Call Terry on 

07595 584 565 or 
01384 833025 



MR VANMAN 

* House removals 
» Office removals 
» No job too small 

* Student moves 
Same day call out 

Phone Neil 

07951 249803 



KS 
SERVICES 

All types of General Repairs 
to your home and garden 
Also interior and exterior 
decorating 

Local Friendly Service 

0121 532 4861 

No Job Too Small 


PAVING 


DRIVES • PATHS • PATIOS • COBBLES 



All Work Guai 
(01384) 869605 
07754 676336/07950 659668 


Visit our website www.fine-linepaving.co.uk 


PLUMBING & HEATING 


Direct 7 year guarantee on all boilers 

Plumbing S? ecial °! fer 

Services Worcester 

7 Bosch Boiler 

* Serv|cm 9 . . r1 .!. ' 

•Breakdown work No Fix-No fee Supplied and fitted 

• Landlord Certificates 04 000 

• Bathrooms supplied from £» I '%/ 

• Fires s cookers Baxi Main Boilers 

• Commercial Gas Registered supplied and fitted from El 099 

Call Stephen on 07545 704363 


HOUSEHOLD 

l_ U l\/l B I IS! 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

All installations and repairs aest^ 
c Supply and fit or fit only LT .' 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

1 Tel: Neil 67968 786449 - 6121-601 6767 A 

V—www.household-plumbing.co.uk ^ 



DISCOUNT DRIVEWAYS 

Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Paths • Patios 
Slabbing • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks 

5 Year Guarantee On All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Tel: 01384 79900 • 07583 170190 

www.discountdriveways.co.uk 



PLASTERING 


T? 


,"T 


AN 


types of plastering iv 
I “ undertaken 

OVER 30 YEJUIS EXPERIENCE 


Call us on 01384 622466 
or 07971 569648 


. Kni ght Gas 

* Heating & Plumbing 

Central Heating/Boilers 
Fires and Cookers 
Installation and Repair 
All Plumbing Work 
Landlords certificate 
FREE QUOTES 

Call Gary on 
0121550 3424 or 
07715082113 / 


SUPERWARM 

HEATING 


Specialists in replacing 

Boilers, Power Flushing Systems, 
Landlord Certificate’s, Worcester 
Bosch & Vaillant accredited Installer 


30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE 


Ex British Gas » 


E33 

Plumbing Services 

• Specialist in small plumbing repairs 
• Tap repairs • Overflows • Tanks 
• Burst pipes • No Flushes 
General plumbing repairs and guttering 
NO CALL OUT CHARGE 
Over 35 years' experience 
For a friendly, reliable service 
Call Paul on 07751 669066 


Nick's 

Plastering 

Services 


ALL TYPES OF 
PLASTERING WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 


OVER 30 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE 
Low Prices 
FREE QUOTES 


* ARTEX MAN * 

* Complete range * 

* Repairs and coving * 

* FOR FREE ESTIMATE * 

* Telephone Tim on Sedgley * 
: (01902)675144/ : 

* 07890 655189 * 


CIPLASTERING 


All aspects of Plastering, 
Dry Lining, 

Skimming and Rendering, 
Artex and Artex 
Removed 

Insurance work undertaken 
Call for free estimates 

0121 4213934 
07748 644816 


SIN HEATING SOLUTIONS 


Complete central heating Installation 
A Rated (Combi boiler, 7 rads) from £1900 
LPG Work Now Being Undertaken 
A Rated Boiler Change from £950 
Tank System to Combi Boiler from £1100 

Tel:0/8I4 881504 
300347 NO OBLIGATION • FREE OUOTE 



Gas Heating Services 


Office 52A, Summer Hill, Halesowen 

(opposite Wilkinson) 

• Central Heating • Gas Fitting 

• Plumbing 

• Gas Appliance Servicing 

• Boiler Maintenance & Repairs 

• Specialists in Combination Boilers 

• Fully Trained Engineers 

• Family Run Business 


FREE 

QUOTES 



safel 


OH PUSMHS 




FROM boarding, 
skimming, patching 
and repairs 10 
complete rooms 

GUARANTEED 
LOWEST PRICES 

0121 422 8594 or 
07985 548466 


Call us today for fast, friendly advice 

Office: 0121 503 0066 Mobile:07584 070 475 
www.gassafel .com 


Local Tradesmen 

Need a job doing? . \ v 


Call one of our local 
tradesmen appearing 
weekly on these pages 


To advertise your business and reach over 50,000 potential customers.... 



Call us on... 

01384 353227 


m 


E-mail us at... 

r.cooper@expressandstar.co. 


S 3 

uk 1 



Post to... 

Ryan Cooper, Halesowen Chronicle, Black Lake 
Regional Centre, West Bromwich. B70 OQB 
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PLACE AN ADVERT 

0844 887 2293 
0906 500 3955 

(09065 cost £1.53p/m) 

0906 500 3957 


www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 



SINGLE LADIES 

Guys Text n' Chat. Text in 
now and chat to local 
people. Send : CHAT207 To 
: 65125. Or call 0906 635 
0510. 

(T&C's below) 

WIDOW seeking similar aged 
male to share holidays and 
weekends out. Car owner 
preferred. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 389795 

CARING lady, 52, brown 
hair/eyes, seeks male, 30-60 
for socialising, meals out, 
cinema, music, sports and 
having a laugh. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 392883 ® 

LONG haired blonde, 37, 
enjoys meals out but would 
love to cook a romantic meal 
for the man of her dreams. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
361076 ® 

TALL curvy female, 36dd, 
loves music, looking for fun 
and romance with dark male. 
Give me a call. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 359238 ® 

61YR old lady 5ft 2ins, 
medium build, long dark hair, 
smoker, seeks smart gent who 
wants to get out and about for 
good times. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 396409 

BLONDE tanned female, 
trendy, 46, GSOH, likes walks, 
pubs, nights in, seeks male. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 384852 

FEMALE looking for gent, 65- 
70, caring, loving and 
independent. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 378295 

ABBY is a passionate sexy 
girl seeking some fun times. 

Tel: 0905 002 1956 Box No: 
373603 

SUSAN 49, fun loving, 5ft 
2ins, brown hair/eyes, many 
interests, needs heart 
mending. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 204862 

FUN loving lady, outgoing, 
honest, caring, likes 

socialising, seeks older male, 
50-70. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 383325 ® 

KIND romantic female, 50, 
seeking a male to talk, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:368429 ® 

CAROL, discreet, married, 
47yrs seeks man for fun 
times. Tel: 0905 002 1957 
Box No: 400499 

LOVING caring young 67yr 
old female, 5ft 2ins, slim size 
12, brown hair, likes meals 
out, GSOH, smoker, seeks 
slim, smart male with GSOH, 
58-62. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 364651 SS 

TINA fun loving single mum 
who enjoys most things in life, 
seeking happy guy with 
GSOH for meals in, dates out, 
possible romance and adult 
companionship. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 403567 ® 

AMY 19yr old single female 
looking for much older 
naughty male for discreet fun 
times only. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 403381 ® 

SHARON medium built lovely, 
33yrs, pale complexion, nice 
eyes, feminine, outgoing, 
confident, enjoys varied 
interests, WLTM all round nice 
guy for adult relationship. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
403345 ® 

CAROL South African lonely 
heart 37yrs, looking for fun 
with mature gent 50plus, likes 
dining in/out, discretion 
assured/appreciated. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 
403337 ® 


(£1.50 per message sent) 

CARLA 41, brown hair/eyes, 
5ft 2ins, loving, seeking male 
who likes walks, cinema and 
romantic meals. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 396127 

BLONDE tanned female, 
trendy, 46, GSOH, likes walks, 
pubs, nights in, seeks male. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:384852 

43YR old female, bubbly, 
down to earth, trustworthy, 
honest, caring, seeks male, 45 
plus. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 402945 ® 

IRENE 55, blonde hair, brown 
eyes, loving, caring, genuine, 
N/S, lots of love to give, seeks 
male, 55-60 for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 392807 

62YR old female, widowed, 
small, slim, attractive, kind, 
outgoing, likes meals out, 
dancing, holidays, nights in, 
seeking professional gent. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
394106® 

BERNIE Beautiful black lady 
with no ties seeks her King, 
curvy, intelligent, feminine and 
all you will ever need, what are 
you waiting for? Call me. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
402991 ® 

HI I am Sara 21, a petite single 
mum, sporty, caring and 
looking for reliable, well 
groomed male 30-40yrs for 
adult 1-2-1. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 402771 ® 

NATALIE 30, attractive, size 
12, black, seeking male for 
romantic fun. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 387753 ® 

BIG bubbly black female, 
single mum, looking for male 
for nights in and out. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 
392501 

DAWN attractive, slim female, 
45, N/S, no ties, WLTM tall, fit 
male with get up and go 
attitude towards life. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 
375825 

YOUNG looking, pretty 
female, 40, brunette, slim, no 
ties, N/S, seeks attractive, 
refined male for 

friendship/relationship. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
313115 

JANICE 40, 5ft 5ins, medium 
build, brown eyes, likes music, 
cooking, cosy nights in/out, 
seeks similar male for LTR. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:397407 ® 

SARAH 23, attractive, 
brunette, slim, looking for male 

for LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 392979 

GRACE Jones lookalike, 
black lady, 53, 5ft 11 ins, 
OHAC, WLTM male, 45-65, 6ft 
plus for relationship. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 
397681 

35YR old female, seeks 
intelligent, down to earth male, 
50-75 for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 388297 

BIG is beautiful! Female 
looking for someone to share 
a life time of happiness with. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:368528 ® 

SLIM fit, bubbly female can't 
wait to meet a tall, slim, fit, 
mature male who thinks he 
can keep up. ACA. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 
367066 ® 

ATTRACTIVE lady, GSOH, 
slim, dark hair, 50's, likes 
walks, films, art, meals out, 
seeks male with GSOH and 
similar interests for friendship. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:399245 


(£1.50 per photo sent) 

GAIL 52, blonde hair, 5ft 2ins, 
likes nights out, seeks N/S 
male, 50-60 for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 402041 

LOVING caring young 68yr 
old female, 5ft 2ins, slim- 
medium build, size 12, 
smoker, seeks slim, well 
dressed guy with GSOH for 
LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 399923 ® 

ALISON 37 animal loving 
female who enjoys a quiet life, 
cooking, seeks older 
respectful male 42-60yrs to 
enjoy meals out and cosy 
nights in. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 402793 ® 

JEANETTE 35Tblonde blue 
eyed attractive active nurse 
who really cares about people, 
WLTM someone genuine and 
honest to fall in love with. Any 
age/looks. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 402655 ® 

LISA 30's tall slim beauty 
looking for dining partner to 
romance, pamper and 
appreciate me in return for 
good times. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 402645 ® 

SINGLE MEN 

Ladies Text n' Chat. Text in 
now and chat to local 
people. Send : CHAT207 To 
: 65125. 

(T&C's below). 

SINGLE male, 60, WLTM 
local lady with strong physical 
needs for regular contact with 
no commitment initially. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
377459 

ATTRACTIVE male, late 40's, 
seeks attractive female for fun. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 311713 

BRIAN 60's, ordinary man, 
strong needs, seeks 
affectionate lady for close 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 396765 

ATTRACTIVE male, 55, 
seeks older female, 50-70 for 
close, adult fun. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 397189 

60'S male, medium build, fit, 
high drive, seeks West 
Midlands lady who needs 
occasional male 

evening/weekend company. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 381307 

MICHAEL 50, nice eyes, 
seeking female companion for 
holidays and weekends away, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 401479 ® 

MALE 5ft 8ins, athletic, 
GSOH, seeks older lady for 

fun. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 402357 

45YR old British Asian male, 
5ft 9ins, slim-medium build, 
kind, caring, GSOH, likes 
romantic meals, nights in, 
films, music, walks, seeks 
female. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 403631 ® 

GARY kind, caring, seeks 
special lady, any age for fun 
times and more. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 403585 ® 

MIKE 45, bored, seeks 
female, any age for adult fun 
and good times. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 403461 ® 

MALE 47, 5ft 9ins, brown 
hair/eyes, slim-medium build, 
likes nights out, GSOH, seeks 
special female for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 302861 

JOHN 59, 5ft 8ins, OHAC, 
GSOH, seeks lady, 46-55, 
likes meals out and in. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 
403273 ® 


DARREN young looking 37, 
likes pubs, clubs, cinema, 
meals out, cosy nights in, 
seeks female 18-37. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 
392049 ® 

CARL 40, likes DVDs, seeks 
female for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 393766 ® 

HARDWORKING 41yr^ld 
male, seeks female for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
403131 ® 

KARL 40, fun loving, caring, 
seeks female for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 389662 

GENUINE good looking male, 
38, seeking genuine female, 
25-45 for fun and friendship. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:392233 

WEST Midlands single guy 
60, strong, WLTM affectionate 
lady, your place or mine for 
uncommitted enjoyment. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
396807 

WARREN 60's, romantic, 
WLTM affectionate lady for 
evenings/weekend meetings 
and close friendship. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 
392191 

32YR old slim, dark haired, 
adventurous, creative, caring, 
likes music, cycling, 
photography, seeks female for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
352753 ® m 

VINCE 52, caring, seeking 
female for fun and maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 401683® 

STEVE 63, tall, fit, young 
outlook, likes travel, 
socialising, holidays, N/S, 
seeks local lady, 55-60 for 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 402931 

GENUINE male, 54, own 
home, seeks female, any age 

for fun. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 368871 SS 

SHROPSHIRE male, 53, tall, 
dark, attractive, seeks 
attractive female for fun and 
excitement, any age/status. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:367373 

PAUL 60, medium build, fit, 
virile with strong needs, WLTM 
West Midland lady for regular 
mutual pleasure. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 374821 

PATRICK 60's, single, likes 
sports, music, reading, seeks 
lady friend to share 
evenings/weekend meetings 
together. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 396053 

JIMMY 53 good looking, fit, 
genuine, honest, very loving 
and looking for the same in a 
woman. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 397157 ® SS 

TALL dark, attractive guy, 49, 
seeks attractive, younger 
female for fun. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 316752 

MALE 60, strong needs, 
seeks similar lady for regular 
evening/weekend meetings. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:384219 

GAY SINGLES 

IF YOU’RE LOOKING to 

meet or chat to other men, 
look no further. TXT: GAY247 
to 65125 

www.localgaydate.co.u k 

MALE 34, attractive, 5ft lOins, 
blue eyes, blond hair, seeks 
slim male for fun relationship. 
Any area, can travel. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 
311892® 



ROOFING 


SPECIALISTS 


ROOFING SERVICES 


• Gutters Cleaned From £15 

• Small Repairs From £15 

• Pointing Work From £15 

SPECIAL OFFERS 

on all UPVC Fascias, Gutters, 
New Roofs/Slate Tile & Felt and 
Garage Roofs 

- Insurance work undertaken 

- Est 25 years 

- Discounted for OAPs 

- Exterior Painting 


Home: 01384 872276 
Mobile: 07584 081228 


Tradesmen 

Need a job doing? 

Call one of our 
local tradesmen 
appearing weekly 
on these pages 




Slating, filing New Roofs, Flat Roofs, Chimneys, 
Guttering, Ridges, Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES'FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

©0121 4201582 

NO CML OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 


Roofing Contractors 


Est 30 Years 

Special Offer High performance flat roofing 
25 year Guarantee 

Fibre Glass Roofing, Re-Roofing, Slating UPVC Fascias, 
Gutters cleared £ 15 Repairs £ / 5 

Prevent Damp in Lofts, Vents fitted £50 
Free Estimates 

TEL:01 384-566752 / 07773-001859 


Wednesbury 

Kitchens 

• Kitchen and Bathroom 
Installation 

• Building Works 

• Extensions • Plastering 

• Tiling • Carpentry 

• Painting and Decorating 

• Plumbing and 
Electrical Works 

45 Lower High Street, 
Wednesbury 

0121 505 3334 


ROB’S 1^1 
RUBBISH 

A CHEAP RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 7 DAYS 

Small Jobs 

NO PROBLEM 

We load, 

No Skips 
Free Estimates 

Garden, Household, Shed, 
Garage, Fridges, White 
Goods, House Clearances 


0121 500 6033 





R HICKMAN ROOFING LTD 


28 years experience 

ALL TYPES OF ROOFING 
AND MAINTENANCE 

FREE Quotes 

• General work undertaken 

• All areas covered 

• Fascias, Soffits & Gutters 


Call: 07970 818147 


SKIP HIRE 


IN HALESOWEN 

Minis - Midis 
The best in the West 

6121 561 5493 
07956 664002 


JC 

RE-UPHOLSTERY 

SERVICES 


CONTRACT & DOMESTIC 

No Job Too Small 

FREE ESTIMATES 
Choice of patterns 
Quality Workmanship 

* Blackheath 

0121 561 3977 daytim 
>r0121 561 2344 evenir-**■ 


js after 6 


I.C.A. TILING SERVICES 

Walls, floors, bathrooms, kitchens and conservatories 


SOLUTIONS 

(Roofing Limited) 

All Aspects of Roofing 

• Flat Roofing Systems • Slating • Tiling 

• Chimneys • uPVC Fascias & Soffits • Guttering 

• Industrial & Domestic • Full Liability Insured 

• All work guaranteed • Free Quotes 

Ron Drysdale: \ 

07973 302 580 Daytime 
0121 550 0437 Evening 



Ceramic, porcelain, mosaics, slate, 
marble and all natural stone. 

FULL BATHROOM INSTALLATION AVAILABLE 
Quality workmanship at competitive prices. 
Fully insured. Portfolio available. 

For a free quote call lan on 
01384 412796 Or 07890 894631 


■Kr 

V 


MOTORING ACCESSORIES 



visit us at: http://dating.expressandstar.com 


CALL CHARGES*: 18+ ONLY 0905/09065 calls cost £1.53 per min. Plus network extras. Mobiles will be considerably higher, calls are 
recorded and may appear on your bill. 033 calls are charged at standard network rate. TEXT*: 88833 texts £1.50 per msg. Mobiles must 
be MMS/Wap compatible in order to use these services, if not contact your Network Provider. Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week (3 
x 50p billed msgs). To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. 
For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. Strictly 18+ and have the bill payer,s permission. Reply by Text to 66888 costs £1.50 per 
msg sent plus your networks standard charges. A minimum of six messages are checked and passed for safety sake before adult verified 
users may pass contact details. Max 150 characters per message. RBT is a text chat service moderated by operators, we make no guaran¬ 
tee that you can meet the people advertised and some profiles may not match their description. To stop text STOP to 66888. *SMS Txt Chat 
services on 65125: after registration you will be sent 3 chat mesg at a cost of £1.50 per mesg then all subsequent mesg received will be 
charged at £1.50/mesg. SMS Txt Chat is virtual chat services meaning that you will not be able to meet the people listed. This service is for 
entertainment only. We reserve the right to contact individuals with occasional promotional invitations. Switchfire Ltd. To STOP text stop to 
65125. Help: 08444457707. OptOut: www.SFire.co.uk DATA PROTECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0844 800 1188. 
We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto 
this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purposes. W/C 010413 


Fast and friendly service from a family run 
business, with over 10 years’ experience 

SPECIALISTS IN TILE, SLATE, 

fibreglass flat roofing, flat felt roofing, uPVC, 
fascias, soffits and guttering, lead work, 
pointing and storm damage 


no job too big or too small 
For a free quote call 

0121 421 1649 or 07841 046 126 
Kent Road, Halesowen, B62 8PD 


Why Pay Main Dealer Prices? 

30 Years Experience 


• Motor Body Work Specialists 

• Insurance Approved 

• From a minor bump to major repairs 

• FREE local pick up and delivery 

• FREE estimates and written quotes 


We also supply a car and van to none fault 
Web: www.crosswaysmotorbodies.co 
email: crossways1@btinternet.com 



Station Road, Old Hill, Cradley Heath, B64 6PL 


To advertise your business and reach over 50,000 potential customers,,., 

Cl Coll os on... | 

|| 01384353227 J 


E-mail us at... 1 

r.cooper@expFessandstar.co.uk 1 

fi 

Postto... 1 

Ryan Cooper, Halesowen Chronicle, Block Lake I 
Regional Centre, West Bromwich. 670 OQB J 
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classified 

There's nothing like it for buying and selling 

01902 317878 

www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 

onlineTfree adverts) 

IT'S FREE, IT'S EASY 
For items up to £250 

T^\www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 

Simply press the free ad icon 

Sorry, no pets, guns or livestock. Private advertisers only. 

By telephone, post 
or in person at your 
local branch. U ■ 

0 B Jlf 

Items up to £250 

£3.00 per entry 

Sorry, no pets, guns or livestock. 
Private advertisers only. 

SELL IT FAST 
SELL ITLOCAL 

^\930l 

1 Cor 6 n\gW s \ 

(Conditions apply) 

Place your ad 

By phone 01902 317878 

8.30am - 6pm Monday - Friday 

Closed Saturday 

Online 

www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 

In person 

at your local Express & Star Office 
Cancel/amend, call before 4.00pm Monday - 
Friday for the next day's advertisement or also 
before 4pm Friday for Monday's advertisement 



ADULT CONTACT CLUB in this 
area! Men needed urgently! We 
also welcome ladies and couples. 
Free membership 08451 647804 


I CANDY peach pushchair, excel¬ 
lent condition, no offers, £300. 
07713 007930. 


ATTRACTIVE BLONDE 
FEMALE 

Very young lady early 50’s, own 
home and car, GSOH, wishes to 
meet good looking slim guy, 
GSOH to enjoy life 
with. 

Box Number P18451, 
Express and Star, 

Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES. 


EXPERIENCED Part time Carer 
required. 

Stourbridge area. 

Contact 01562 888493. 


GENTLEMAN 44 

very outgoing, enjoys sports, 
cinema, days out etc., would 
like to meet lady, 46 - 58 with 
GSOH, non smoker, for good 
friendship / possible relation¬ 
ship. 

Box Number P18441, 
Express and Star, 

Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES. 


rl 

LADY 61 

Would like to meet a 
gentleman of similar age, 
for Frienship, Possible 
relationship. 

Car driver prefered. 

Box Number P18455, 
Express and Star, 

Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES. 



ATLAS-TORRAIN Mountain Bike, 
new, unwanted gift, full suspen¬ 
sion, 18 gears, 20 inch wheels, 
£100 ono. 07810 500996. 


education & tuition 


HALESOWEN TUTORS Est 1992 
West Midlands Premier Agency 
Home individual tutoring 
LOCAL QUALIFIED TUTORS 

Protection of Chidren Act 
regulated and Police checked 

Primary, 11+, SATS, 
Secondary GCSE, A, Deg, etc 

0121 2124986 
01902 671683 

www.cloisterstutoring.co.uk 
NEW TUTORS WELCOME 


elderly & disabled 


MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350 
can deliver, servicing available 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 
01384 255019 / 07831 246292 
WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. Plus New 
Lifts. 01952 405397 / 07897 273617 


house clearances 


A ABSOLUTE cash price paid for 
house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Tel: 07852 172641 


SIMPL E MINDS TICKETS Stalls, 
Four, Civic W-ton, Saturday, April 
6, £30 each. 07973 823945. 



aerials 




furniture 


CONSERVATORY Furniture, 
cream, 3 seater sofa, chair and 
table, £150. 01902 738467. 

CORNER SOFA brown material 
and leather, from SCS, cost 
£2,000, good condition, £400 ono. 
01902 259566. 

FOLDING WOODEN dining table, 
6 chairs, with matching cabinet, 
excellent condition, from 
Cousins, £400 ono. 07884 322211. 

THREE PIECE set, 2 seater and 2 
single chairs, steel frame, excel¬ 
lent condition, £75 ono. 01902 
334325. 

THREE SEATER 2 seater, 2 single 
chairs, gold/ruby dralon, VGC, 
will seperate, £250. 01902 326998. 

THREE SEATER and two seater 
settees, cream leather, very good 
condition £200 ono. 07534 137192. 


TWO LEATHER SOFAS 

(3 and 2), unused, like new con¬ 
dition, dark chocolate brown, 
lovely comfy style, 
moving forces quick sale. 
£390. 

Can deliver. 

Telephone 07824 950783. 



CASTLE AERIALS 


Aerials from £64.99, Sky, 
multirooms, 10 yrs experience, 
free estimates, We will beat 
any written quote!. 


Call: 01384 350150 


BFC FURNITURE 
FACTORY OUTLET 
CLOSING DOWN 

Due to Relocation. 
Everything must go 


100’s of divan beds-all sizes-including storage-drawers- 
ottoman-sliders-faux leather & fabric, electric & massage. 
Divan sets: Singles from £49. Doubles from £69. King size 
from £79-Pocket sprung-reflex & memory foam-orthopaedic, 
We’ve got the lot! 

Save up to 50% and 60% off display models-100’s of 
fashion beds and headboards, bedframes from £29. 
Headboards from £5. Bunk beds from £79. Triple sleeper 
bunks, mattresses from £29. Leading brand suites. 100’s 
of sofas from £99. Armchairs from £49.3-piece suites 
£299-Lazboy Recliner chairs £199. Power massage chairs, 
corner units £249. Pictures and Mirrors. Double Wardrobes 
£49. Chests £29. Bedsides £19. 


Open 7 days a week: Monday-Saturday:10am-6pm. 
Sunday: 10am-4pm. 

BFC-Bull Lane.Western Way Wednesbury. WS10 8RR 
0121 505 5829/07722344436 
Major credit cards welcome. 


household 

appliances 


medals, bikes, TVs, toys, slots, 
tills, old firearms, etc. 01384 
484309 or 07930 949337. 


FRIDGE FREEZER in excellent 
condition, £90. 

07760 101029. 


COMICS ANNUALS, cigarette and 
trade cards required. Beano, 
Dandy, Marvel, etc. Pre 1970. 
Entire collections bought. 

01952 253266. 


skip hire 


GRINSELLS SKIP HIRE LTD. 

Mini, midi, maxi, large. Screened 
soil and crushed hardcore for 
sale. All skips for weekend must 
be booked by Friday 0121 555 
6060. 



All sizes 

All areas covered 
Immediate delivery 
Competitive prices 
Fast and Relaible service 

Call:01384 240956 
07920 885774 


specialists at your 
service 

carpet & upholstery cleaning 


A CLASS CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

Carpets dry in 30 minutes. 

Call Paul: 0800112 3959 
www.aclasscarpetcleaning.co.uk 


double glazing repairs 


/ 

items wanted 


\ 


ALL GOLD 9ct £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 

A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester 
Moorcroft • Old coins • Watches 
Jewellery • Old toys • Clocks 
Paintings • All silver items 
Pre ‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 
ANYTHING OLD & INTERESTING 
01922 495066 OR 
07971 783206 


A DIECAST TOY CAR 



ALL DIECAST TOY CARS 
WANTED 

All conditions 
*Dinky* 

*Corgi* 

*Spot-on* 

*Britains and Airfix* 
*Mamod Steam Engines* 
*Scalextric Pre 1970’s 
Tri-ang, cars or 
complete sets.* 

*01d Enamel Advertising 
Signs* 

*Pre 1970 Annuals wanted, 
Beano, Dandy, etc* 

01902 745598 or 07984 159571 



Dinky, Corgi, Spot on Airfix 
Britains. 

Best prices paid. 

Any condition. 
Collections bought 
World War 2 and earlier 
medals bought. 
Telephone 01922 721707 
or 07976 691563 


items for sale 


CORRUGATED roofing sheets 
Also tile effect /box profile 
/curved and z purlins. 

Hornsey Steels 01547 530419 


music shop 


SINGER FRONT MAN 
WANTED 

For working Bad Company, 
Free Tribute Band. 


Age unimportant 

Call 07980 095752 or 07974 
296182. 


photography & 
camcorders 

NIKON D40DSLR CAMERA, 

includes 3 additional lenses, 
carry case. £350 ono. 

07789 408195. 


removals 



REMOVAL VAN & DRIVER 
FOR HIRE 


Single Items to Full Removals. 
01902 894916 / 07807 773035 


A & M CHEAP 
REMOVALS 

Local 

Careful Firm 
Full or Part loads 

Call Don: 
0800 587 0377 
or 07749 941319 


\Fg3ouii\ 

Condensation removal 
from failed double 
glazing at least 
50% cheaper than 
replacements. 

\0\902 H889151 


flooring 


3 FLOOR FINISHES 

Laminate, Carpet & Vinyl floor fitter 
Professional and Reliable service, 
25 years experience. Free estimates 

Call: 07890 981282 


gardening services 

GARDENS TIDIED from £5 per 
garden. 25 years experience. Call 
01902 713106 / 07813 184086. 

gas fitting 


GAS 

SERVICES 

• Boilers 

• Cookers 

• Fires 

• Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


A MAN WITH A VANSingle items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve. 
0121 422 2999 or 07815 043724 

CALL DEAN! Business/Domestic, 
Deliveries/Relocation/full house 
1 item.07429 453209/01902 830870 

CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 

Removals, clearances. Items 
large or small. Call: 01902 741546 
/ 07917 679360 / 01384 486126. 


guttering 


AiV GUTTER CLEAN 

Drives, Patios & Conservatories 

FREE Call Out & Quotes: 

07969 117656 


plans prepared 


ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200 / 07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 


roofing 



01902 238989 or 
07580 465449 


PREMIER ROOFING 25% olt all 
New Roofs, Repairs and Fascias. 
01384 353600 or 07875 387445. 
SEMI RETIRED ROOFER All 
things roofing, flat roofs/fascias 
and guttering, 38 yrs experience. 
Please call Keith: 07546 158165 


V 


sports & leisure 


GOLF CLUBS, Taylor Made 
Burner 2 Irons 4-SW, as new. £199 
ono. 01384 370896. 


wedding bells 



FREE FUNCTION ROOM wed¬ 
dings, anniversaries, birthdays. 
Powerleague 01384 266000 
halesowen@powerleague.co.uk 


Clothing Alterations"' 

For Ladies and Gents 

BRIDAL AND PROM DRESS SPECIALISTS 

Tues, Thurs, Fri & Sat 
9.30am -4.00pm 

21 Upper High Street, 
Cradley Heath B64 5HX 
01384 826626 

30 High Street, Halesowen 
B63 3BB 
0121 585 0890 



SELL IT FAST 

SELL IT LOCAL 

Cars, Caravans, Household Goods etc. 



FOR 6 NIGHTS 

6 nights Free if you do not sell! 

jr Includes 1 week online and your local Chronicles 

* 



classified 


There's nothing like if for 
buying and selling 
01902317878 

www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 
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classified 


www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 

There’s nothing like it for buying and selling 

01902 317878 www.expressandstar.com/my-classified 



car boot sales 



caravans wanted 


All Caravans Wanted 
Any Age or Condition 
*CASH WAITING* 
Immediate collection 
Call Bill on 07760 344 750 

caravans / 
motorhomes 


A BEAUTIFUL PARK 


- Near Ludlow - 

35x12ft caravans from £10,000 
Golf, Bowls, Club.Why go Further? 




01584 823433 

www.bcpark.co.uk 




ABBEY OXFORD GT 

1994, 4 berth, rear bathroom, 
full hot & cold water, full 
cooker, fly screens & blinds, 
blow air heating. Many 
extra’s. 

£1.450 ono. 

07906 255718. 


BAILEY RANGER 470/4 

4 Berth, 2006, excellent condi¬ 
tion, separate end washroom, 
full cooker, fridge, motor 
mover, Alco hitch, FSH, + 
extras 
£5,950 ono. 

01902 894824 or 07989 329420. 


A BEAUTIFUL TOURING PARK 

—Between Bridgnorth and Ludlow — 


ADULTS ONLY 


All weather Super Pitches 
01584 823456 

Awww.wheathillpark.co.uk/ 


EXCELLENT CONDITION 


COACHMAN GOLDEN 
LASER 590/4 

Special Edition, 2005, end 
bathroom, FSH recent March 
2013, high specification plus 
air con, full winter cover, full 
awning. 

£9,000. 

01902 743769 or 07760 157465. 


ELDDIS AVANTE 636 

2006, luxury 6-berth, twin axle, 
blow air heating, two sunroofs, 
CD, radio, full awning, many 
extras, 
excellent condition, 
£6,995. 

01902 375976. 


FIAT DUCATO large Motorhome, 
F reg, 2.5 diesel, £1,800 ono. 
Telephone07583 780773. 


FLEETWOOD Colchester 470 
EB new, 2004, first used 2005, 
fitted with power mover, 2 
awnings, plus many extras, 
serviced annually by 
approved dealer, 1 owner, non 
smokers, £5,000. 

01746 767536 - 07958 293958 


SUNCAMP AWNING, to fit a twin 
axle caravan, 1050cms x 1075cms, 
blue and grey, used one season 
only, £275. 01902 607679. 

WILLERBY LEVEN, 2010, 37x12, 
2 bedroom, DG, CH, sited 1 mile 
Mid Wales coast, £21,500. 

07578 122072 or 01902 788875. 


WILLERBY RIO GOLD 

New, 28 x 12, 2 bed, DG, 
CH, galvanised chassis, 
connected to services, 
real quality caravan, all 
Manufacturers warranties, 
sited at Sand Bay, coastal Som¬ 
erset Village, Family owned 
and dog friendly park 
by the sea. 

Excellent buy. Genuine sale. 

Bargain £24,750. ono. 
07801734823 or 01934 412680. 


MUST BE SEEN 


WILLERBY 

WESTMORLAND 

2001 caravan, 32ft x 12ft, in very 
good condition, close to 
Rhayader, 7 miles from Llan- 
dridrod Wells, within easy 
walking distance of shop and 
cafe, ground rent paid till Nov 
2013, 1 double room, 1 twin 
bedded room and shower, 
newly built verandah, close to 
the river Wye, views of Elan 
valley, many extras including 
TV and fridge. 

£6,950 ono. 01902 850608. 


in your garden 




Top Soil, 
Building Sand 
Paving/Concrete Cand 
Decorative Gravels 
Delivered Bagged or Loose 

01902 S93226 


pets corner 




NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when pur¬ 
chasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you 
can follow to ensure that you 
are not purchasing from a 
Puppy Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given 
any KC documentation, if 

pedigree. 

Whilst Midland News 

Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 
liability should readers pur¬ 
chase from this 
kind of establishment. 


CAVALIER X JACK Russell 
puppies, 2 tri coloured, 1 red, 
£175. 07508 875377, 01384 78588. 

CAVICHON PUPPIES Bichon 
cross Cavaliers, first vacc, health 
checked, £350. 07972 604503. 

MALE STAFFIE pups, 7 months 
old, had injections, good with 
kids, £100. 07580 241456. 


PUPPIES 

3 adorable Cross Breed boy 
puppies, 9 weeks old, need 
kind responsible homes, will 
be medium sized when fully 
grown. 

Sorry no all day workers or 
small children. 


Call 01384 252158. 

SEVEN BULL GREYHOUNDS, 

£70 each. 

Call John on 01384 822770. 
SHIH TZUS, good colours, girls, 
first vaccinations, health 
checked, £395. 07972 604503. 
WANTED RAG doll cat, good home 
waiting, can collect. 

07902 863042. 

WEST HIGHLAND Terriers, 
white, 1st vaccs, wormed, 
deflead, £350. 07972 604503. 


self catering 
holidays 

NEW QUAY Wales. Pet friendly 
chalets from 225pw. Also lodges 
available. Call 01545 580 239 
woodlandsnewquay.co.uk 

what's on 


markets 


BIGGEST SUNDAY MARKET 
IN THE MIDLANDS 

Bescot Stadium, Walsall FC 
WS1 4SA, FREE PARKING, J9 M6 
07889 975701 All hard standing 
Stall Hire Available From £21 



accommodation to 
let 


NOTICE TO READERS 

It is an offence under the 
Accommodation Agencies Act 
1953, for an Agency to charge a 
fee simply for the registration of 
your requirements and/or sup- 
’ ‘ ; particulars of premises to 


plying p; 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial com¬ 
mitments. 

DSSMOVE.CO.UK the property 
website where properties say 
YES to DSS tenants. 

LARGE REFURBISHED Victo¬ 
rian terrace in Brierley Hill, 3 
bedroom, 2 reception, CH, DG, 
must be viewed to appreciate 
space. 01384 292037. 

MODERN 2 BED Flat. Bilston 
area. Parking. No DHSS. 
£420pcm. 07957 358048. 

PENDERFORD W-ton, 3 bed 
house, DG, DSS considered. Call 
/ text for details 07900 248019. 

THREE BED Park Village, total 
refurb, CH, DG, dep req, DSS con¬ 
sidered, 01902 731388. 

WOLVERHAMPTON Eastfield, 3 
bed semi. CH, DG, new decor. No 
DSS. £495pcm. 07855 847977. 


bungalows 



GALLERIED BUNGALOW 


Freehold, in friendly 
cul-desac on outskirts of 
Perton village. 

One bedroom, open plan, GCH, 
manageable gardens. One 
minute from woodland walks, 
five minutes from 
shops. 

Suit first time, retired or 
investment. 


Tel: 01630 685285 




houses for sale 


CLAVERLEY 

REDUCED to a fantastic offer, 
a 3 bed detached, extended 
family home, with a large L- 
shaped lounge, plus second 
lounge with adjoining conser¬ 
vatory. With two double bed¬ 
rooms and one single bedroom. 
Also comprising of a kitchen, 
cloakroom, store cupboards 
and double garage. 

£325,000. 

01902 477004. 


LOOK 

FOUR BED DETACHED 
HOUSEFORSALE 

Wedgewood Close, 
Wombourne. 

Close to all amenities and 
local schools. 

Offers in the region of 
£269,000. 

Telephone 07989 748422. 


HUNTINGTON, CANNOCK 

A superb 3 storey family home. 
5 bedrooms, 2 ensuites, large 
kitchen/diner, south facing 
rear garden, must be 
seen. 

£249,995. 

07813 631756. 


BILSTON SUNDAY 
MARKET & CAR BOOT 

52 WEEKS A YEAR, WHATEVER THE WEATHER! , 
OVER 150 SHELTERED STALLS 
£15 for 1 / £20 for 2 /£25 for 3^ 

NO MUD! FREE PARKING! 

VOTED THE MIDLANDS BEST! 

SELLERS TURN UP - £10 PER BOOTl 
BILSTON TOWN CENTRE, WV14 ODN 



properties wanted 


Get 95-100% For Your House-FAST! 


^Free valuation. Free consultation & 100% Confidential. No obligation 

5^ Any property. Any condition. Anywhere 5? Repossession stopped 






0800 092 5743 
01902 489 500 

YellowSpringbok.co.uk 



I WILL BUY 
YOUR HOUSE 

*ANY AREA *ANY PRICE *ANY CONDITION 

CALL PAULA ON 01384 467643^, 

‘INDEPENDENT ‘LOCAL ‘CONFIDENTIAL 



Do You Want To Sell Or Rent 
Out Your House Fast? 

We Want To Buy Or Rent 2,3 
and 4 Bed Properties In This Area 
We Can Make You A Guaranteed Offer To 
Buy Within 48 Hours, Or Agree To Rent 
Within 2 Hours! We can pay up to market 
value depending on the condition and 
location. 

SOLD!!!!!! 

Please Call Trevor on 07779 018983 
or 01384 861900 
For A Confidential Chat 

There Is No Obligation And Never 
Any Fees For You To Pay. 



JAGUAR X-TYPE, 06 reg, low 
mileage, diesel, MoT, tax, one 
owner from new, £5,000 ono. Tele¬ 
phone 07980 832319. 

MERCEDES BENZ E320 CDi 
ELEGANCE 

Silver, Y Reg, auto, diesel, 
134,600 miles, 4Dr saloon, 
12 months MoT, 3 months 
road tax, EW, AC, very good 
condition inside and out. 

£1,895. o.n.o. 07961 010832. 


MUST BE SEEN 


RENAULT MEGANE COUPE 

59, 42,000 miles, Met Grey, 
MoT September 13, A/C, 

6 speed C/C, auto lights and 
wipers. 

Excellent condition. 


PROPERTY NEEDED for long 
term let. We will pay above 
market rent for the right prop¬ 
erty. Call Lucy 07834 686561 
PROPERTY WANTED any condi¬ 
tion. Long term let. Guaranteed 
above market rent paid for right 
property. Call Sarah 
0121 526 6410 


£5,500. 

01902 634480 or 07956 483105. 


MUST BE SEEN 


PEUGEOT 106XN. 3dr. L reg, vgc, 
MoT, tax, bargain £520. 

01902 789624 or 07900 842947. 

RENAULT MEGANE 1.6 Coupe, 51 
plate, 12 months MoT, 6 months 
tax, service history, 133k miles, 
£795 ono. 07875 472723. 


ROVER 75 CLUB 1.8T 

53 reg, silver, 70k miles, auto, 
petrol, alloys, 10 months 
MoT, 5 months tax, Rover FSH, 
beautiful, unmarked 
condition in and out. 
£1,300. ovno. 

01902 678425. 


★ SKODA FARIA 1.2, 2003, 
72,000 miles, silver, long 
MoT/tax, central locking, 
CD, petrol, clean first car, 
£1,250 ono. 07966 158961. 


VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4, red, 3 
door hatchback, 1998 reg, 1 
owner, 40,000 miles, sun roof, 
MoT and tax, £895. 01902 752590. 


VAUXHALL Tigra 1.4, R reg, 88K, 
MoT Jul, tax Apiyvery good condi¬ 
tion, £500 o: 


VAUXHALL VECTRA 1.8 SX, 

2000, long MoT, taxed, very good 
condition, £395. 07973 628753. 

VAUXHALL VECTRA SXi 1.8, 
2003, FSH, MoT, tax, £1,000 ono. 
01384 830793. 


VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1.6 petrol, 
2004, MoT August, tax July, good 
condition, all previous MoT’s, 
£1,495. 07966 858055. 


commercial 

vehicles 

FORD TRANSIT 52 plate, SWB, 
tax May, MoT June. £875 ono. 
07506 524848. 


mobile homes 



COSFORD 

On select site. 


Two double bedrooms. 

En suite. Separate bathroom. 
Lounge. Kitchen. 
Dining room. Utility. 

No chain. 

£120,000 ono. 
Telephone 07952 286685. 



motoring 





RENAULT MEGANE 
DYNAMIQUE 1.9 DCI120 


Diesel, 5dr, hatchback, 53 reg, 
blue, 69,000 miles, with full 
service history, MoT Jan 2014, 
tax June 2013, keyless entry 
and ignition, panoramic 
sunroof, air con, alloy wheels, 
multi change CD. 

£1,795. 

(Hagley) 01562 883891. 


SMART CAR PASSION, 09 reg, 
red, CDi, auto, tax, 12 months 
MoT, 42,000 miles, a/c, alloys, 
£5,000 ono. 01384 212269. 
VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 LTR SXi 
Twinport, 2004 reg., black, 62,000 
miles, great condition, £2,400. 
07545 267820. 

VAUXHAUUCORSA 
3 door, 53/04, 46k, 10 months 
MoT, 12 months tax, abs, pas, 
electric windows, air bag, 
central locking, petrol, excel¬ 
lent condition. 

£1,995 ono. 

07928 242964. 


VAUXHAL L TIGRA Convertible, 
1.4, 56 Reg, 28,000 miles, red, EW, 
AC, alloys, excellent condition, 
£5,200. 07791 425904. 

VW BEETLE CONVERTIBLE. 
2004 plate, FSH. Long MoT, full 
leather interior. 53,000 miles. 
Light blue. £5,575. 07810 565357. 


MERCEDES SPRINTER 311 LWB, 
05 reg, 6 months tax and MoT. 
£2,800. 07801 535294. 

VAUXHALL ASTRA Sportive Van, 
05 plate, 98k, full MoT, excellent 
condition. £2,450. 07962 268640. 


VW L35 MWB van, 05 reg, blue, 
120K, 6 months tax / MoT, no VAT, 
£2,950 ono. 07976 551929. 


driving tuition 



Mini, Clio, Corsa, Fiesta, Punto, 
207, KA, Fiat 500, Yaris. 


10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 
2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
MALE & FEMALE INSTRUCTORS 
MANUAL & AUTOMATIC 
Christmas & Birthday gift vouchers available. 
07970 200066 / 01922 780250 
01562 870050 / 01384 234954 
01543 660120 / 0121 564 0090 
01902 580065 

www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 


motorbikes 


HONDA CBR 600 RR, 2003, 17K, 
immaculate, red/black, tax, MoT, 
met alarm, double bubble screen, 
£3,250. 01384 838607. 

WANTED British and Japanese 
motorbikes, parts and spares, 
cash paid, private buyer. Call 
01902 562154 or 07956 447567. 


mobile mechanics 

MOBILE MECHANICS Service & 
repairs. Headgasket, clutches 
and cambelts. 07747 848469. 


cars over £1500 


BMW 320D M Sport Coupe, 2009, 
black, BMW FSH, 1 previous 
owner, new MoT, 119K, £10,950. 
01902 747180, 07774 898966. 

★ BMW 520D TOURING M 

Sport, 2008, blue, excel¬ 
lent condition, half 
leather, cheap road tax, 
fsh, full MoT, any inspec¬ 
tion, £8,300 ono. 

01743 352204. 


CHEVROLET LACETTI 1.6 
ESTATE 

Petrol, light blue, 57 plate, 8 
months MoT, 2 months tax, 56k, 
e/w, alloy wheels, abs, 
CD/stereo, 2 new front tyres, 
immaculate condition. 

£2,395 no offers. 

Telephone 07572 833335. 

FORD FOCUS GHIA, 05, diesel, 
silver, 5dr, MoT, tax, e/w, a/c, 125k, 
good condition, £2,250 ono. 

0121 5315163 or 07718 337079. 
HYUNDAI GETZ l.IGSi, 2006,3dr, 
fsh, new tyres, AC, EW, low insur¬ 
ance, excellent first car £2,395. 
07976 653388. 


JAGUAR X TYPE 2.0 

2003, 75K, dark blue, cream 
leather, CC, CL, MoT’d. 
Excellent condition. 

Full Jaguar service history. 

£1,650 ono. 

07795 178106. 


cars under £1500 


ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly differenti¬ 
ate between Private and 
Trade. 


BMW 316i SE, 51 reg, black, MoT, 
tax, 104k, e/w, alloys, very good 
condition, £1,450 ono. 

07718 337079 or 0121 5315163. 

CORSA 1.2 SXi, 16v, 51 reg., MoT 
November, six months tax, alloys, 
CD, power steering, £750. 07553 
290384. 

FORD FIESTA, X reg, 79,000 
miles, CD, petrol, tax and MoT 
until July, good runner, £550 ono. 

07917 731312. 

FORD KA, 2001, 74,000 miles, 
metallic green, 12 months MoT, 6 
months tax, 3 lady owners, great 
reliable car. £800 ono. 

07970 392762. 

FORD KA 2001, full MoT, taxed, 
leather trim, alloys, CD, aircon, 
power steering, nice car, £600. 
07570 466779. 

FORD MONDEO 1.8 LX, 51 plate, 
blue, taxed Mar 2013, MoT March 
2014, £695 ono. 07877 084329. 

HONDA CRV 4X4 Estate, 2001, 
MoT Jan, tax Aug, 95k, excellent 
condition, £1,225. 

Telephone 07539 651493. 

JAGUAR XJ6 Executive, 3.2, 
145,000 miles, MoT Feb 2014, £900 

° n 0121 5200153 or 07977 017963 

NISSAN MICRA 52 reg, blue, usual 
features, excellent condition. 
12months MoT. Taxed, £1,300. 
07789 893224. 

PEUGEOT 106 1.1, silver, 2002, 
83,000 miles, Tax and MoT 
October, 1 lady owner from new. 
£1,150 ono. 07813 478875. 


scrap vehicles 



TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 


VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

lOOO’s of parts 
available at all times 


M0NM0RE RD. WV1 2TZ 


1st CHOICE 



01902 562853 >*■ 
07977 499516 V 
07895 346811- 24 hr* 


CHRIS 
PAYS CASH 
TODAY 

for all scrap cars & vans 

Scrap it legally Avoid fines 
We supply a certificate 
of destruction. 

Licence no: EAWML40301 

No Worries Cqll Chris: 



01902 659775 - evenings 


vehicles wanted 


alan reed cars 

Used cars wanted for cash 
Top prices paid. HP settled. 
Buyer could call. 

01562 711083/ 
07831 245313 


BILLY THOMAS 
HGV DRIVER TRAINING 

Inc B+E (CAR & TRAILER), 
THEORY, CPC TRAINING, 
1-2-1 TUITION 

CALL 01902 744726 
OR 07831 646601 


employment 

wanted 


CROWN MOTORS Guarantee best 
cash price for your unwanted car 
/ van 01902 597035 / 07903 549849 




TOP GEAR DRIVER 
TRAINING 
DSA QUALIFIED 
INSTRUCTORS 

LGV/PCV, MINIBUS, B+E 
TRAINING 

INTENSIVE CAR TRAINING 
INTENSIVE COURSES, 

1-1 TUITION 
FREE ASSESSMENTS, 
DRIVER CPC TRAINING 
FREE MEDICAL WHEN BOOKING 
A RIGID AND ARTIC COURSE 
AT THE SAME TIME. 

0121 585 0834 

Topgear-hgv@btconnect.com 


EXPERIENCED PLASTERER 

seeks employment. CSCS card. 
Asbestos awareness. Own van 
and tools. 07986 657832. 


full time - general 


H + H PRODUCTS LTD are a 

premier producer of precision 
press tools, high quality metal 
pressings, steel & aluminium fab¬ 
rications and machined compo¬ 
nents. We would like to recruit: 
Sales Order / Purchase Order / 
Production Control Clerk. 
Looking after the control of sales 
and purchase orders and produc¬ 
tion paperwork. Liaising with 
customers and suppliers on 
delivery and production sched¬ 
ules. Some Industry knowledge, 
good keyboard skills, a pleasant 
telephone manner and knowl¬ 
edge of sage line 50 would be ben- 
eficial. Power Press Setter 
Operator. You will have a good 
level of Power Press experience 
and understand the technical 
and health and safety require¬ 
ments of setting single operation; 
automatic roll feed lines and 
complex progression tools. A 
ROSPA setting certificate is 
required and Fork Lift Truck 
licence would be an advantage. 
H+H are a small but busy, cus¬ 
tomer focused business with a 
flexible approach to satisfying 
our customers’ needs. If you 
would like to become a key player 
in our winning team please 
forward a full CV to: H+H Prod¬ 
ucts Ltd, Coombs Road, Hale¬ 
sowen, West Midlands, B62 8AF. 
0121 559 2211 

hh@hhproducts.co.uk 

www.hhproducts.co.uk 


ADVERTISEMENTS 


CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 

1. Midland News Association Limited All publications in this group are published 
by the Midland News Association Limited, registered office Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton WV1 1ES (‘the Company’) and this is the address to which any 
notices should be sent. 

2. Acceptance The Company will only accept advertising on these standard terms 
and no other contract terms or conditions will apply other than those which are 
implied by statute and cannot lawfully be excluded. In particular the Company 
will not accept advertising on the basis of advertiser’s terms and conditions. 

3. Content of Advertisements All advertisements must be legal decent honest and 
truthful. Advertisements must comply with the British Code of Advertising 
Practice and all other codes under the general supervision of the Advertising 
Standards Authority. Advertisements must comply with the requirements of all 
current legislation including but not limited to the following:- All advertisements 
must clearly differentiate between trade and private advertising as required by 
the Business Advertisements (Disclosure) Order 1977. Advertisements offering 
credit or hire facilities must comply with the Consumer Credit (Advertisement) 
Regulations 1980. 

All descriptions of goods must be accurate and in no way infringe the provisions 
of the Trades Descriptions Act 1968. 

Advertisements must not contain any material which is defamatory. You must 
have permission to use any material contained in your advertisement and must 
not infringe the copyright moral rights or any other right of any third party. 

The Company reserves the right to refuse to carry any advertisement or to 
require amendment of any advertisement in its absolute discretion. 

4. Appearance of Advertisements Whilst the Company makes every effort to 
comply with requests, publication on a particular date or in a particular position 
cannot be guaranteed. The Company reserves the right to alter, suspend, cancel 
or reject an advertisement at its discretion even after the same has been accepted 
for publication without being liable to compensate you. You will not be charged 
for any advertisement which does not appear. If only a part of a series of 
advertisements appears you will only be charged for the advertisements in the 
series which actually appear. The Company does not guarantee the publication 
or extent of supporting editorial and your obligation to pay for advertising will 
not under any circumstances be dependent upon the appearance or content of 
editorial. No liability will be accepted for non-appearance of editorial. The 
Company does not guarantee that advertising will not appear for similar or the 
same subject matter to your advertisement and no liability shall be accepted as 
a result of such advertising appearing. It is the advertiser’s responsibility to 
provide any amended copy, whether by electronic or other format, and the 
Company does not guarantee that it will be able to or will agree to modify, amend 
or alter any file or copy supplied to it. 

5. Liability The Company’s liability for any loss or damage caused by any error or 
omission in the advertisement or any other breach of contract shall not in any 
circumstances exceed a full refund of any price paid by the advertiser to the 
Company for the publication of the advertisement or the cost of a further or 
corrective advertisement of the same type as that which originally appeared. 
Where a series of advertisements is booked the Company’s liability shall not in 
any circumstances exceed the value of the first advertisement in the series. In 
the event of any error, misprint or omission in the publication of the 
advertisement the Company will either re-publish the advertisement or the 
relevant parts of the advertisement or make a reasonable refund of or adjustment 
to the cost of the advertisement. If the error does not materially detract from 
the advertisement then no re-publication, refund or adjustment will be made. It 
is the advertiser’s responsibility to check the content of advertisements and the 
Company will not accept any liability for loss or damage, or obligation to 
republish or make a refund or adjustment, arising from re-publication of an 
advertisement containing an error, misprint or omission which has not been 
identified by the advertiser after first publication. 

6. Box numbers The Company accepts no liability for loss or damage caused by 
delay in forwarding or omission to forward to the advertiser replies to Box 
Numbers. Box Numbers must not be used for sending goods, distributing 
circulars or communications from agents. The Company reserves the right to 
open and inspect all replies to Box Number and to destroy goods, circulars of 
communications from agents which are discovered during an inspection. 

7. Inspection The Company shall be entitled at any time to inspect any goods or 
services advertised and may decline to carry further advertising if such 
inspection is not permitted or if in the Company’s opinion the provision of further 
advertising facilities is not appropriate in view of the nature or quality of the 
goods or services. 

8. Indemnity The advertiser, including any advertising agency involved in placing 
any advertisement, warrants that it has permission to use for publication by 
electronic and printed means all material which is included in the advertisement. 
The advertiser and any advertising agency involved in placing any advertisement 
agree to indemnify the Company in respect of all charges, costs, claims or 
damage arising out of the publication of the advertisement, whether the same 
result from actual or threatened legal action or from some other cause. 

9. Cancellation On a request for cancellation or amendment of a classified 
advertisement being accepted, you will be given a cancellation or amendment 
number which must be quoted in all subsequent correspondence. Payment of 
the originally agreed price will be required in full for any advertisement in relation 
to which the advertiser is unable to supply a valid cancellation or amendment 
number. Cancellation can only be accepted if the Company is notified of the 
cancellation by no later than the following deadlines:- 

Lineage, Semi Display - By no later than 6.30pm on the working day prior to 
publication. Advertisements to appear on Monday must be cancelled by 10 am 
on the preceding Saturday 

Classified Display - By no later than 24 hours before the date of publication 
Colour/Features - By no later than 10 clear days before the date of publication 
To cancel Lineage, Semi Display and Classified Display advertisements please 
telephone 01902 317878. To cancel Colour/Features advertisements please 
speak to the Representative through whom the advertisement was booked. 

10. Rates Advertising rates are as laid out in the Company’s current rate card which 
is available on request from the Company’s offices. The rates may be varied 
from time to time in the Company’s absolute discretion and without prior 
notification of the intended variation. The revised rate will be charged for any 
advertising ordered after the date of variation. 

All gross advertising rates except classified lineage and semi-display are subject 
to a 0.1% Advertising Standards Board of Finance levy payable by advertisers 
to help finance the self-regulatory system administered by the Advertising 
Standards Authority. 

11. Payment The Company reserves the right to require pre-payment as a condition 
of any advertisement being published. Where pre-payment is not required unless 
different credit terms have been agreed with the advertiser in writing payment 
must be made within 14 days of the date of issue of the Company’s invoice. An 
additional £2.00 booking charge will be payable if the invoice is not paid in full 
within this 14 day period. 

Any additional credit facilities which are offered are at the Company’s absolute 
discretion. The advertiser’s liability shall be for the full amount of all advertising 
ordered and shall not be limited to the amount of any credit limit which the 
Company may impose. 

Payment may be made by [method] cash, cheque or credit/debit card. The 
advertiser’s obligation to pay for other items on an account shall not be affected 
by the existence of any query over an individual item within that account. 

12. Data Protection Act The advertiser’s details will be retained by the Company for 
the purposes of administering our accounts records and so that the Company 
may notify the advertiser of future advertising opportunities which may be of 
interest to you. By placing advertising with the Company the advertiser agrees 
to your details being used for this purpose. 

13. Applicable Law These conditions of acceptance shall be governed by and 
interpreted in accordance with the law of England and Wales. 
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SPORT 


Thriller 
but trying 
time for 
visitors 

Yardley & District 56 
Birmingham Barbarians 35 

BIRMINGHAM Barbarians 
were involved in a 91-point 
thriller over the Easter 
weekend. 

But they ended up on the 
wrong end of a 56-35 defeat 
at the hands of Yardley & 
District. 

In what was a hastily 
rearranged match, the Bar¬ 
barians were dominant in 
the forwards for long periods 
of the game. 

They were rewarded for 
their efforts up front with 
tries for powerhouse props 
John Spencer and Sam 
Swancutt as well as a 
penalty try. 

Skipper Roy Fisher 
weighed in with a brace of 
touchdowns with Lee 
Lamburn converting all five 
tries. 

However, missed tackles 
cost the Barbarians dear 
with Yardley dominating 
proceedings behind the 
scrum. 

Their talented back divi¬ 
sion enabled Yardley to run 
in a string of tries and take 
the win. 

The Barbarians, based at 
Moor Lane in Perry Barr, are 
always on the lookout for 
new players. 

For more information 
about the club, contact Dave 
Lawley on 07745 057936 or 
visit the club website 
www.bhambarbarians.co.uk 

Rangers 
put wind 
up Wulfs 

AFC Wulfrunians 4 
Black Country Rangers 3 

NINE-MAN Black Country 
Rangers gave the Wulfs a 
real scare. 

Kyle Brady put the home 
side ahead from a Nathan 
Rose-Laing pass before 
Rangers’ skipper Leigh 
Pardoe was sent off when his 
feet left the ground in a chal¬ 
lenge shortly before half¬ 
time. Rose-Laing made it 2-0 
soon after the break. 

Andy Price’s goal got 
Rangers back in the match 
but they lost Alex Hammond 
to a second bookable offence. 

Michael Robertson strok¬ 
ed home a third for Wulfs 
before Brady added his own 
second, curling a shot into 
the bottom corner. 

But Rangers came roaring 
back. Late goals from Arran 
Lloyde and Parkes produced 
a tense finale, but they could 
not find an equaliser. 



Winston Reid, left, and Albion’s Peter Odemwingie battle for possession at Upton Park Baggies keeper Ben Foster is grounded as Gary O’Neil’s sumptuous finish makes it two 




Dudley-born West Ham boss Sam Allardyce looks on as Andy Carroll eludes Jonas Olsson to put the Hammers a goal ahead 


West Ham 3 Albion 1 


THE post-match reaction to 
Albion’s East End nightmare was 
depressing yet revealing. 

Online loons were out in force to deliver 
their verdict on a heavy defeat at Upton Park, 
writes Steve Madeley. 

While their views were neither representa¬ 
tive of the whole Baggies fanbase nor consis¬ 
tent with the facts, the knee-jerk minority 
did shed a light on the soaring expectations 
around The Hawthorns. 

Jonas Olsson was a ‘liability’, claimed one 
keyboard crusader. Albion cannot succeed 
with a 4-4-2 system, screamed another. 

Most extraordinarily of all was the claim 
that Steve Clarke’s team - comfortably 
eighth with a handful of games remaining in 
world football’s most competitive league - 
‘had not played well all season’. There was 
much nonsense spilling from a fervent few on 
forums. 

Ambitions 

Yet the reactionary response of the most 
demanding Baggies fans showed the team 
that ambitions continue to rocket and targets 
become higher by the month. 

The stoppage-time brain-fade that saw 
Youssouf Mulumbu sent off in almost comic 
circumstances was a timely reminder of the 
potential effects of that added pressure. 
There were times not so long ago in Albion’s 
turbulent Premier League history that 
games like Saturday’s in East London were 
commonplace. The Baggies would turn up at 
one of the top flight’s established venues and 
find themselves out-played, out-fought and 
out-thought. They would simply not put up a 
fight. 

In the last three seasons, such occasions 
have become so rare that any relapse now 
prompts a serious inquest among supporters. 
Clarke, Roy Hodgson and their Baggies 
players have raised the bar of aspiration to a 
level not seen at The Hawthorns for a gener¬ 
ation. 


Now they have no choice but to embrace 
the extra pressure and accept that perform¬ 
ances such as Saturday’s will no longer be 
greeted with a collective shrug of resignation. 
The no-show at Upton Park was so shocking 
to travelling Albion supporters precisely 
because it was so unexpected. 

Clarke and Co have been so strong since 
shaking off their mid-winter blues with 
victory at Liverpool that every fan who made 
the trip to the capital fully expected to see 
their side at least push the inconsistent 
Hammers all the way. In the end, Sam 
Allardyce’s men won at a canter despite a 
bright Baggies start that was undermined 
crucially by defensive brittleness that 
handed Andy Carroll two goals of vastly dif¬ 
fering style either side of Gary O’Neil’s cul¬ 
tured strike. 

Graham Dorrans’ late penalty went some 
way towards softening the impact of Albion’s 


most abject defeat of 2013 so far but 
Mulumbu’s ridiculous late red card com¬ 
pleted the misery on a day when the crispness 
of Clarke’s side deserted them. 

Perhaps an early goal might have applied 
the jump leads to a stuttering Albion display 
and it almost arrived when a fierce Romelu 
Lukaku free-kick struck Shane Long and 
flew towards goal. But Jussi Jaaskelainen 
pulled off a fine save, diving to his right to 
claw the ball onto the woodwork, and those 
acrobatics set his team on course to run riot. 

The Baggies’ backline looked all at sea and 
it was breached just two minutes after 
Jaaskelainen’s save as the Hammers broke 
with pace to win a corner and O’Neil’s flag- 
kick was thundered home by the head of 
Carroll, who was allowed by Olsson to drift 
into a different postcode. Matt Jarvis missed 
a glorious chance to double the lead but that 
was just a temporary reprieve before a pacy 


West Ham break from a Baggies set-piece 
ended with Ricardo Vaz Te teeing up O’Neil 
to bend in a shot. 

A fractional improvement by Clarke’s men 
after the interval saw Lukaku blast just off 
target and Billy Jones draw a smart save 
from Jaaskelainen. But the game was up 
with 10 minutes to go when Olsson and 
Gareth McAuley left Carroll acres of turf in 
the box to collect James Collins’ free-kick and 
send a sublime volley low past Foster. 

When Lukaku was bundled down by Matt 
Taylor on 87 minutes, Dorrans rifled the 
resulting penalty into the net. 

But that goal did not ease Mulumbu’s frus¬ 
tration and, when he had his heels clipped by 
O’Neil deep into stoppage time, the Baggies 
man drop-volleyed the ball at his opponent in 
a moment of petulant, inexcusable slapstick 
that will rob Clarke of his services for three 
games. 


Lions fall 
again at 
Yorkshire 
last hurdle 

Stourbridge Lions 8 Selby 36 

THE Lions fell at the last 
hurdle for a second succes¬ 
sive year in their bid to reach 
Twickenham. 

The double Midlands 
Senior Vase winners failed 
last year against Wath- 
upon-Dearne. This time 
Yorkshire opponents Selby 
saw them off. 

One-way first half traffic 
saw Lions’ defence and poor 
Selby place-kicking keep the 
score to 17-3 at half-time. 

Home points were from a 
Tom Mitchell penalty. 

Lions mounted a second 
half comeback with a fine try 
from a 10-metre line-out 
catch and drive by captain 
Stuart Doolittle. That cut 
the deficit to nine points and 
gave the home crowd some¬ 
thing to shout about. 

The crucial moment came 
soon afterwards as Lions 
pressed for the line with a 
series of diving rucks. 

Gap 

Unfortunately the ball 
was turned over 10 metres 
out and Selby went the 
length of the pitch in three 
phases to score another try. 

A potential two-point gap 
had become 14. 

Selby cut loose in the last 
20 minutes to add two con¬ 
verted tries and book their 
place in the national final at 
Twickenham. 

Now the Lions, currently 
third in Midlands Three 
West (North) will seek to 
push their promotion 
prospects when they travel 
to Edwardians at the 
weekend. 

Stourbridge are six points 
behind second-placed New¬ 
castle (Staffs) but have a 
game in hand and also have 
to play their rivals at home 
in their penultimate game 
on April 20. 

Moseley go on 
hunt for Leeds 

MOSELEY Rugby Club, 
looking to retain their 
Championship status, host 
Leeds Carnegie at Billesley 
Common tomorrow night 
(7.45pm). 

Moseley’s losing bonus 
point last weekend ensured 
they remain 11 points clear 
of the relegation zone with 
three matches remaining. 

The point was at least one 
consolation after Moseley 
went down 25-20 at home to 
London Scottish. 

Home support will be 
aware that they face a tough 
challenge from visitors who 
will be looking for maximum 
points for a place among the 
play-offs in the top four. 
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Scholars 
teach 
the Yeltz 
a lesson 

Chasetown 3 
Halesowen Town 0 

HALESOWEN lost ground 
in the play-off chase with 
this Easter Monday defeat to 
rivals Chasetown. 

After 60 people working 
over two days cleared 12 
inches of snow off the pitch, 
it was in excellent condition 
for this Evo-Stik Premier 
Division One South 
encounter. 

Chasetown took the lead 
in the 13th minute. Nick 
Wellecomme rolled the ball 
to Paul Sullivan and his low 
cross was turned home by 
Theo Robinson. 

With 30-goal marksman 
Ben Haseley in their line-up, 
Halesowen were always 
going to pose a threat and it 
was the Yeltz No. 10 who 
went close to an equaliser 
when his effort struck Ryan 
Price’s left-hand post. 

Halesowen ended the half 
with better chances. Price 
palmed over a long range 
effort from Mitchell Botfield 
and then made a low save to 
deny Haseley. But Sullivan 
turned provider for Robin¬ 
son again just short of the 
hour when his mazy run 
took him into the penalty 
area and a pass to unmarked 
Robinson saw Chasetown 
double their advantage. 

Chasetown killed the 
game off seven minutes from 
time when Danny Bragoli’s 
corner was headed across 
goal where Sullivan turned 
to thump an unstoppable 
volley. 

Gueyes gets 
late winner 

Halesowen Town 2 
Brigg Town 1 

HALESOWEN overturned a 
half-time deficit to take 
victory at the weekend. 

Brigg’s James Playford 
steered a good early chance 
wide before home striker 
Ben Haseley seemed certain 
to score in the 18th minute 
when clean through, only for 
goalkeeper Miles Fenty to 
snatch the ball from his feet. 

Brigg captain Paul 
Grimes put the visitors into 
a 36th-minute lead after 
diverting a Liam Davis cross 
into the net. 

Joe Hull headed the hosts 
level six minutes into the 
second period from a free- 
kick from Aaron Griffiths. 

Yeltz keeper Paul Evans 
kept out a 79-minute effort 
from Grimes and a Davis 
effort flew over the bar. 

But Jean-Michel Gueyes 
rifled home to hand the Yeltz 
all three points with his 
85th-minute winner. 



Jamie Orton, left, and Carl Breeze on the Brands podium 

Picture: Jakob Ebrey Photography 


Good start at Brands Hatch 


REIGNING Michelin Ginetta GT 
Supercup Champion Car Breeze made 
the perfect start to his title defence for 
Total Control Racing at Brands Hatch 
Indy Circuit over the weekend. 

He took an impressive win during 
the opening round. Although the 
remainder of the event wasn’t as fruit¬ 
ful for the Kings Lynn driver, Wednes- 
bury-based TCR also celebrated 
podium success for Jamie Orton and 
Mark Davies. All three confirmed their 
championship credentials. 

Breeze produced a remarkable start 
to the first race of the year, rocketing 


Motor racing 


from fourth on the grid into second 
place by the first corner, then profiting 
from a slight mistake by team-mate 
Orton to grab the lead. Retirement 
from race three was a blow but he did 
post a top six finish in round two to 
ensure a strong haul of points to begin 
his 2013 campaign very competitively. 

Orton’s second season in the Super¬ 
cup began spectacularly on Saturday 
morning when he claimed his maiden 
category pole position for round one. 


Losing the lead to Breeze on the first 
lap, Orton slipped to third on lap four 
but remained there to secure a 
deserved podium. Starting round two 
from third on the grid, Orton bagged 
his second podium on the trot. In race 
three, the streak ended when contact 
pitched him into retirement. 

In contrast to the fortunes of his 
team-mates, Davies enjoyed his best 
result of the weekend in round three. 
Running in fourth early on, he moved 
into the podium positions on lap two 
and then ran in second for several laps 
before claiming a deserved third place. 


CLAUDIO WARMS TO 
TASK IN N0.5 SHIRT 


ALBION favourite Claudio Yacob has spoken 
of his pride at being the Baggies’ No.5 - but 
revealed the freezing West Midlands weather 
has been his biggest test yet. 

Yacob gave his first interview in English and thanked 
Baggies fans for giving him a warm welcome at The 
Hawthorns. But he admitted the cold weather has left him 
shivering after his free-transfer move from Buenos Aires 
outfit Racing Club which took place last summer. 


“I am pleased with my 
performances and I want to 
offer more to the club,” said 
Yacob, who has been a con¬ 
sistent figure as the Baggies 
have become established in 
the top half of the Premier 
League. 

“I am very happy and I 
will always do my best to 
please the fans,” he said. 

“The people are very 
polite and I like the food. It is 
different to Argentine food 
but I like it. But I have never 
been so cold in my life. I miss 
the sunshine! 

“It is a very competitive 
league but it is what I 
expected it to be, and I have 
enjoyed it very much. 

Duo 

“I think we have had a 
good season and we hope to 
keep up the good work. The 
fans’ welcome means a lot to 
me and I would like to thank 
them for it.” 

The 25-year-old was 
handed the No.5 shirt on his 
arrival at Albion after 
wearing it since he was a 
teenager at Racing Club. 

The number is tradition¬ 
ally worn in Argentina by 
defensive midfielders. And 
Yacob has formed an impres¬ 
sive central midfield duo 
with fellow fans’ favourite 
Youssouf Mulumbu. 

“I have always worn the 
No.5 shirt in Argentina so I 
am happy to wear it at 
Albion,” he said. 


by Steve Madeley 


“I enjoy playing with 
Youssouf a lot. I think we 
complement each other.” 

Meanwhile, coach Dean 
Kiely has hailed the impact 
of keeper Boaz Myhill in 
helping Ben Foster to shine. 

Glovemen Luke Daniels 
and Myhill, who went to 
Marches School in Oswestry, 
extended their Albion con¬ 
tracts in the last two weeks 
despite finding England 
international Foster impos¬ 
sible to shift from the first 
team. Former Baggies star 
Kiely, who coaches the 
keepers, believes all three 
play vital roles. 

“Ben plays in the first 
team but when he was 
injured Boaz stepped in and 
played seven games and con¬ 
tributed to three wins and a 
draw, kept a clean sheet and 
made a really big effort,” 
said Kiely. 

“If he wasn’t primed and 
ready to go, there would 
have been problems. We’ve 
got a third goalkeeper 
(Daniels) who has just 
signed a contract to stay and 
I am happy about that 
because the dynamic has to 
work” 

Boss Steve Clarke said: “I 
have been really pleased 
with the three goalkeepers 
and with Dean Kiely’s work 
with them.” 


Archer hits the target at martial arts big day 

CHARLESWORTH Martial 
Arts of Halesowen have 
had a rush of silverware. 

They took several 
honours at two different 
events, including the World 
United Martial Arts Federa¬ 
tion English Open at 
Worcester. 

Seven-year-old Keane 
Archer got the ball rolling 
there in the under-125cm 
light contact division, 
coming away after several 
tough fights as the English 
Open champion. 

Tyler Cox, aged nine, 
entered two divisions and 
won both. Next up was 
Calum Pearson, 15, who 
contested the light contact 
and point fighting sections 
and was victorious in each. 

Sixteen-year-old Holly 
O’Connor, who travels 60- 
plus miles three times a 
week to train at CMA, 
entered the ladies under- 
60kg section. She had 
several challenging fights, 
but reached the final and 
was victorious. 

The last CMA fighter was 
four-times world champion 
Julie Charlesworth, back 
from retirement after four 
years out. She overcame a 
nervy start to take victory. 

All the CMA fighters 
were entered into the 
overall grand champi¬ 
onships divisions - and 
every one of them won. 

Anyone wishing to start 
kickboxing can visit 
www.cmafreestyle.co.uk 
for more information or call 
Jason Charlesworth on 
07889 8P7QPQ 

Charlesworth fighters show off their trophies after plenty of success in tournaments 



Injury to 
Roynon 
takes off 
the gloss 

Coventry 41 Birmingham 49 

BRUMMIES got their 2013 
Elite League campaign off to 
a flying start in a meeting 
marred by an awful crash 
involving Adam Roynon. 

The Coventry man, who 
skippered the Dudley Hea¬ 
thens last year, spun and 
fell. He was hit by the follow¬ 
ing Josh Auty, who had no 
chance of avoiding him. 

Roynon was attended to 
on track for around half an 
hour and was later given a 
brain scan in hospital. 

But although the Cum¬ 
brian will spend several 
more days in hospital, he is 
awake, alert and has been 
talking to visitors. 

Heathens chairman Nigel 
Pearson said: “Not only is he 
a talented rider, but anyone 
who knows him will tell you 
what a smashing lad he is. 

“I’m sure all Heathens 
supporters will join me in 
wishing ‘Royno’ all the very 
best for a full recovery.” 

It was Brummies fans who 
had most to cheer in this 
derby clash at Brandon. 

The sides were locked at 
18-18 after six races but the 
Selco Brummies, featuring 
several former Coventry ri¬ 
ders, eventually eased clear. 

Martin Smolinski’s win in 
the re-run heat 14 following 
Roynon’s crash underlined 
victory for the visitors and 
they made sure of all four 
league points when Chris 
Harris and Danny King rele¬ 
gated Grzegorz Zengota to 
fourth in the last race. 

The two teams were due to 
meet in the return at Perry 
Barr last night. 

Coventry: Scott Nicholls 12, 
Kryzstof Kasprazak 7, Gregorz 
Zengota 7, Michal Szcezepaniak 5, 
Matuesz Szcezepaniak 4, Aaron 
Summers 4, Adam Roynon 2 

Birmingham: Martin Smolinski 19, 
Danny King 13, Nico Covatti 6, Chris 
Harris 5, Josh Auty 4, Ben Barker 2. 


The Chronicle, a Midland 
News Association Ltd 
publication, printed 
by the company at 
Ketley, Telford. Thursday, 
April 4, 2013. 
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